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BCHNWA Trail Stewards

By Rhonda Kelly, Back Country Horsemen of Northwest Arkansas

Back Country Horsemen of
Northwest Arkansas (BCHNWA)
recently set up regional leaders to
schedule work days and have made
many accomplishments out on the
trails.

Regional leaders for Hobbs State
Park are Debbie Ludolph, Marla
Walker and Jaccci Perry Ryan. They
assisted the “Friends of Hobbs” or-
ganization in trail maintenance in or-
der for Hobbs to host a bicycle race.
They received a thank you letter from
Hobbs, stating that the trails had nev-
er looked so good.

Devil’s Den State Park allowed
Jim Center, regional leader, and Lon-
nie O’Bryant, president, to use chain
saws to remove dead trees that were
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blocking hiking trails. Many chapter
members helped in tree removal and
clearing trails. We are trail stewards
of all trails. President Lonnie O’Bry-
ant has become the Arkansas State
Chain Saw Coordinator helping all
Arkansas Back Country Horsemen
chapters get their members chain saw
certified - a goal long awaited!

Back Country Horsemen is
pleased to announce the first success-
ful completion of chain saw certifi-
cation class held on October 27-28,
2022, yielding fourteen new certified
sawyers - five Class A and nine Class
B. District Ranger Allen Smith gave
the official stamp of approval when
he signed off on the certifications.
“We are ready to get to work. We

Jim Center énd Mark Varner clear trees at Devil's Den State Park
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love the clip and ride,” said BCHN-

WA President Jim Center.
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From the Chairman’s Saddle...

By Mark Himmel, BCHA National Chairman

Dear members,

We are working diligently to bring members more op-
portunities and education within BCHA. We are happy to
announce for the first time BCHA grants specifically for
youth projects. During the BCHA national board meet-
ing’s auction in 2023, resources were designated to the
Youth Committee. This is a great opportunity for chapters
and states to get youth involved in the back country. The
application process is easy - you can find it
or in the monthly updates. Funds are limited, so don’t
wait to apply. We hope to continue youth grants in the
years to come.

Another grant program is sponsored by American
Trails, “The Legacy Trails Program.”. This grant is in its
second year and offers up to $1.5 million a year for five
years. BCHA opened a help desk to assist with complet-
ing this grant application due to the in-depth detail re-
quested in their application. If you are interested in this
grant opportunity, you can find it here on the American
Trails website and vou can contact Michelle Wade at

Ehellewade@bcha.org to be directed to a BCHA help

desk representative.

E;lick here for American Trails Grant Agglicatioj

BCHA has also been working with the Forest Ser-
vice on Challenge Cost Share. This type of funding is
submitted through the Forest Service, and over the past
few years more funding has become available for states,
chapters, and individuals. To enter into a Challenge Cost
Share agreement, you will need to work with the Forest
Service, Forest Recreation or Volunteer Coordinator. In
addition, you will also need an EIN number and a SAM
registration. BCHA is able to assist you with this process.

BGHH Mission Statement

To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment
of horses in America’s back country and wilderness
areas.

2. To work to ensure that public lands remain open to
recreational use.

3. Toassist the various government and private agencies
in their maintenance and management of said
resource.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation
in the wise and sustaining use of the back country
resource by horsemen and the general public
commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state
Back Country Horsemen's organizations.

Reimbursement in the Challenge Cost Share is for
any expense agreed upon with the Forest District or For-
est Region and could include chain saw training, first aid/
CPR and fuel reimbursement.

Access to radios is another task BCHA is working
with the Forest Service to accomplish. Safety is a prior-
ity within BCHA, and we are working with the Forest
Service to have radios readily available for your state or
chapter to utilize. We would like to know if your state or
chapter has access to radios through the Forest Service.
Please answer a couple questions in this survey. It would
be very helpful in determining where we need to have ra-

dio disbursements when needed. k;lick here for Survej

koan two short questions !|

Sincerely,

Mark

Saddle Pal

The easy §
wayto ¢
attach
your lead 7
rope

www.saddlepalbycate.com
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Tells Greek Gamp Tells a Tall Tale

By Lucy Badenhoop (pictures by volunteers)

The high Sierra Nevada moun-
tains around Lake Tahoe only have
a few trailheads that allow horse
camping and Tells Creek Equestrian
Camp is one of them The camp sits
at an elevation of about 6500 feet so
the work was delayed this year due
to snow on the six-mile access road
until mid July. This trailhead and trail
system was hard hit by the 2022-23
winter storms.

Three regional volunteer organi-
zations coordinated a four-day work
party to clean it up in late July. The
Elegant Ears Mule Association or-
ganized the effort and invited Back
Country Horsemen of California -
Mother Lode Unit (BCHC-MLU)
and the Georgetown Divide Eques-
trian Trails Foundation (GDETF) to
help, which they did. It’s a small
camp, but 15 volunteer rigs squeezed
into 10 camp sites and arranged some
potluck meals.

The prior week, Elegant Ears had
cleared trees off the road and
the trailer parking spaces, but
the general area looked like
a lumber camp — down trees
and logs everywhere (see pic-
ture). Elegant Ears said they
would bring in heavy construc-
tion equipment to haul the debris
away later, but this work party
was to open the trails.

The sawyer group split up to
work various trails simultaneous-
ly. About a half dozen trails were
cleared using 220 hours to open
about 30 miles of trail and buck
over 70 trees off the trails (see pic-
ture).

A small group stayed in camp
to rake debris from around the fire
rings and picnic tables. They also
collected loose rocks to repair the
trailhead loop road that had foot-deep
trenches from the massive snow melt
(see picture).

The same three organizations had
previously worked together in April
to do similar cleanup for the Dru
Barner Equestrian Camp and trail
system near Georgetown CA (lower
elevation). That trailhead was larger
with 40 campsites and required about
500 hours of volunteer labor.

In both locations, the Eldorado
National Park rangers posted signs
advising the public that the camp was
“administratively closed”. This en-
sures the work crews will have ample
camping spaces for their volunteers
and keeps the public out of the dan-
ger zone during the work project with
chain saws, pack stock, and heavy
construction road equipment. Sadly,
some campers ignored the restrictions
and camped anyway, thus interfering
and making the volunteer job more
difficult.

o

Above: Lumber camp (GDETC)
Below: Trail crew (Elegant Ears)
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Preserving a
Cultural Heritage

Heritage Setting

Written by G. W. Wood

a Natural

acu
heri

available at

amazon

Equestrian trail riding as an

American cultural heritage is
rarely articulated by either
equestrians or managers of
lands in which horse trails are
embedded.

As a professional ecologist who
spent my last 40 years with
trail horses and horse trails at
the center of my being, I offer

glimpses of my experiences

170 p., 2022, $12.95
www.etaca.info

and suggestions for preserving
Itural heritage in a natural
tage setting.
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2023 Haney Meadows Regional Work Party

By Barb Thomas, Back Country Horsemen of Washington

The Table Mountain Fire in 2012
swept through 65 square miles of
forest in the area we know as Haney
Meadows or the Ken Wilcox Horse
Camp. While the fire spared most of
the campground, the trees around the
camp were compromised and acres
of dead trees lining most of the trails
have resulted in years of downed tim-
ber and damage.

In 2022, Ed Letcher, at the sug-
gestion of Ken Evans, started plans
for a regional work party for 2023. A
regional work party for BCHW calls
on volunteers across the state to join
together for a multi-day camping
and work party. The call went out for
sawyers, swampers, packers, loppers,
cooks and anyone else who would
assist in the clearing of trails and the
repair of the campgrounds. Approxi-
mately 50 volunteers from around the
state answered this call and in five
days did an amazing amount of work.

Ed’s goal for this work party was
to log out the most popular loop trails
out of camp, clean up the campsites,
and repair the fencing around the
meadows. The work started a day
or two before the official work par-
ty, as those volunteers arriving on
Wednesday or Thursday found camp-
sites clogged with downed trees and
debris. So, out came the chainsaws
and the excavator to start the camp

cleanup just so volunteers could find
a place to park their rigs.

The official start of the work par-
ty was Friday, June 30th. Ed broke
the trail crew into teams, each taking
a part of the trail system to clear. That
first day most volunteers were on
foot because the downed trees were
right out of camp. In all there were
16 certified sawyers working on the
trails at any given time. About six
members were certified or re-certi-
fied at this work party, thanks to Tony
Karniss. Behind the sawyers were the
swampers and loppers who cleaned
up the trails so that the sawyers could
go on to the next tree across the trail.
In all, around 15 miles of trails were
logged out and cleared.

After feeding the volunteers
breakfast and packing their lunches,
the kitchen crew, led by Ranae Ste-
vens, planned and prepped the din-
ner that would be fed to the hungry
volunteers. Other camp volunteers
replaced or repaired about 400 feet
of the fencing around the meadow,
repaired or replaced three hitch rails
in campsites, kept stock water tanks
around camp full, cleaned out manure
bins, repaired the solar powered stock
water trough, and improved all of the
campsites.

With all of the work done by so
many volunteers, there are still trails

in this system that were not logged
out. There is still work to do and ef-
forts that need to be made to keep the
trails and the camp preserved for fu-
ture users.

Some say it takes a village; we
say it takes volunteers of all skill sets
who have the heart and give their
time to join together for the good of
others. On that note we would like
to thank the BCH of Washington Ta-
homa Chapter for the funds to feed
volunteers for five day, the USFS for
their cooperation and help including
all hardware, front load tractor, dump
trailer, and the excavator that made
our job so much easier. We also thank
the cooks who got the coffee start-
ed at 6 am. and fed the volunteers
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

In summary, this project took
2,245 hours that equaled $94,490.59
in labor value.

This work could not have been
done without BCHW chapters sup-
porting our mission statement of
keeping our trails open for all us-
ers. We would like to recognize the
following chapters whose members
joined us:

EVC 8 Vol, ,MSH 5 Vol, TAH 6
Vol, TDC 8 Vol, LCC 2 Vol, WEN 4
Vol, OLY 2 Vol, CCR 3 Vol, GHC 2
Vol, OKA 1 Vol, WVC 5 Vol, IND 2
Vol
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Packing ll||l a Title

The Reedley College Mule
Packing Team Wins Big
at the Annual Mule Days

By George Takata, Director of Marketing &
Communications, Reedley College

It isn’t often that a community
college competes and wins against
teams at the university level, but the
Reedley College Mule Packing Team
is the exception. The Tigers brought
home the team packing champion-
ship at the annual Mule Days Cele-
bration in Bishop, winning the hard-
ware over Cal Poly, Fresno State, UC
Davis and Modesto Junior College.
There was also a combined team
made up of students from Reedley
College, Fresno State and Cal Poly.
The Bulldogs and Mustangs also had
two teams apiece, but not even that
could stop the Tigers from bringing
home the coveted buckle trophies.
“What really paid off for our team is
that they were very prepared,” said
first year Head Coach Loni Langdon.
“All of the effort they put in really
helped refine their skills.”

Preparation paid off in the form
of how dominant the team was. The
Tigers were a minute faster than the
other teams. “When we looked back
after we crossed the finish line (after
the first run), I couldn’t believe how
far ahead we were,” said team mem-
ber Cole Hansen.

It also helps to have coopera-
tive animals as teammates. “Having
the right stock for a competition like
this is critical,” said Langdon. “We
have the best mules in the state for
this. They’re seasoned, calm under
pressure and predictable. Their age
and wisdom are huge assets.” Maybe
mules aren’t so stubborn, after all.

“I was so excited to be sporting
the same tiger orange shirt worn by
this year’s World Champion Colle-
giate Packer team,” said teammate
Laurel Machoian. “I could feel my
school pride growing every time I

saw the orange cross that dusty finish
line first. There’s no other program
I’d rather have represented than our
Reedley College team. I look for-
ward to carrying on the packer and
mulemanship traditions at Reedley.”

Reedley College also won three
individual competitions in Bishop:
Harley McCorkle (Diamond Hitch),
Cole Hansen (Box Hitch) and Jessie
Miles (Packing). But the mules aren’t
used just for competitions; at Reedley
College, they’re helping develop stu-
dents for job opportunities on some
of the most beautiful lands on earth.
“Packers and livestock who can help
keep our trails open for recreation
to people who visit from around the
world is an essential service. It’s a
dying art,” said Langdon, who also

with your equine.

Can’t travel?
Try our online

while riding at home!

NEW? Join for FREE

Improve your partnership

virtual mileage challenge

NORTH AMERICAN
TRAIL RIDE CONFERENCE
www.natrc.org

teaches the Mule Packing class on
campus. “It makes what we’re do-
ing at Reedley College extremely
important, and it’s amazing to have
such strong support from President
(Jerry) Buckley to continue this
work. Building a bridge between a
community college and the National
Forest Service is so unique.”

When the Tigers return to Bish-
op next year to defend their title,
they’ll bring home lasting memories,
regardless of the outcome. “It’s not
necessarily about the winning, but
about experiencing an event of this
magnitude and the impact it could
make on our students,” Langdon
said. “You never know where this
could take them. It’s phenomenal.”

Competitive Trail Ride!

me Ride with Us!
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Back Gountry
Horsemen celebrate
30 years of service

April 26, 2023 Cody Enterprises

The Shoshone Back Country Horsemen,
established in 1993, is celebrating its 30th year
of maintaining trails, improving trailheads for
stock and providing training for youth and
adults in stock-handling skills, “Leave No
Trace” practices, and respecting the land.

Chapter members have cleared more than
4,500 miles of trails since the chapter was
started — primarily on the Shoshone National
Forest, but also on the Bighorn National For-
est and BLM lands. Numerous trail rides have
also been completed.

Members have also improved more than
15 trailheads for stock use, chapter chair Can-
dy Christian said. The north half of the Sho-
shone National Forest now has more trailhead
stock facilities than any other national forest
in the United States. This includes corrals,
hitching rails, feed bunks and improved park-
ing areas.

Several founding members of the chapter,
including Bob Bessler and Bill Brazleton, are
still involved, Christian said.

“Our members have worked tirelessly
over three decades to keep trails open and to
provide access to the back country on a na-
tional forest that has more designated Wilder-
ness than any other in the nation,” Christian
said. “We have also done a number of projects
on BLM lands.

“Our chapter has taken the lead in pro-
tecting our ‘right to ride’ on public lands in
Park County, as well as the rest of Wyoming
through active participation in various plan-
ning processes on national forest and BLM
lands. We have made a determined effort to
ensure that public lands stay in public hands...
We look forward to adding another 30 years
of service to stock users on our public lands.”

The chapter meets every third Thursday at
6 p.m. — outside of the summer months —
and alternates between the Park County Weed
and Pest and Wyoming Game and Fish confer-
ence rooms. All meetings are potlucks, and all
riders are welcome to attend.

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE!

To own one of these beautifully etched numbered collectible
decanters available exclusively through the Black Hills Back
Country Horsemen of South Dakota.

Limited edition...Only 5 out of
the original 12 still available!!

Each bottle is etched with:

» 50th Anniversary 1973-2023

« Back Country Horsemen of
America

» Black Hills Back Country
Horsemen of South Dakota

$500 + shipping and handling
To purchase contact: -
Doug Bechen
bechenranch@gmail.com 28
605.645.2296 b
*Must be 21 years
of age to purchase
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Chair

Mark Himmel
chairman@bcha.org

Vice Chair

Craig Ferdig
vchairman@bcha.org
Treasurer

Kathy Young
treasurer@bcha.org

Past Chair

Sherry Copeland
scopeland@msimo.com
Executive Administrator
Michelle Wade
michellewade@bcha.org

or call 360-620-2802
Executive Committee

Tom Thomas Craig Allen
Dan Key JimAllen Greg Schatz
EC@bcha.org

Director of Public Lands and Recreation
Randy Rasmussen
wildernessadvisor@bcha.org
Chapter Support Grants
David Beary
grants@bcha.org
Education

Craig Allen
education@bcha.org
Expansion

Freddy Dunn
expansion@bcha.org
Marketing and Media

Craig Ferdig
sieratino@gmail.com
Member Data Coordinator
Michelle Wade
memberdata@bcha.org
Membership

Dennis Serpa
membership@bcha.org
Newsletter Editor

Deborah Schatz
deborah.bcha@gmail.com
Public Lands

Brad Pollman
publiclands@bcha.org
Partnerships

Sherry Copeland
publicLiaison@bcha.org
Volunteer Hours

John Chepulis
volunteer@bcha.org

Web Master

Marty DeVall
web@bcha.org

Youth

Greg Schatz
gregschatzbuilder@gmail.com
BCHA mailing address:
P.O. Box 1182, Columbia Falls, MT 59912-1182

NEW PRODUCTS!

Outfitters Supply, Inc.
Columbia Falls, Montana

Want to grab lunch on the trail? With our brand new
TrailMax “Grab-And-Go” removable saddle bag liners,
there is no longer a need to fumble around trying to
transport your drinks or lunch. The “Grab-And-Go”
liners are removable, transportable, and are included
in all of our 100 and 200 series saddlebag systems.

Available in April, these
TrailMax Decker Pack
Saddle Trees have irons
that are crafted with cold
rolled steel and
feature solid cottonwood
bars shaped in the
0.P. Robinett style.

OutfittersSupply.com
1-888-467-2256
7373 Highway 2 East

Outfitters

SUPPLY

Columbia Falls, Montana

www.bcha.org Back Country Horsemen of America

Columbia Falls, MT 59912, USA
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BCHA's Education
Resources

One of BCHA’s missions is to
educate, encourage and solicit ac-
tive participation in the wise use of
the American backcountry resources
by horsemen and the general public
commensurate with our heritage and
“Leave No Trace” principles.

The BCHA Education Committee
has developed an educational curric-
ulum for educating new leaders and
members. It is a matrix of links point-
ing to online sources of curriculum
aimed at providing training to new
members and offices.

The education curriculum matrix
is currently available only online. The
documents and video training mate-
rials can help new members and of-
ficers to more quickly fill leadership
roles and responsibilities.

The education matrix includes a
basic BCHA 101, new officer train-
ing, and more advanced training top-
ics covered under BCHA 201.

Find all the above resources at
https://www.bcha.org/education/
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National:
BCH of America
PO Box 1182

Columbia Falls MT 59912-1182

www.bcha.org

State Organizations:
BCH of Alabama

8001 Tabor Rd

Gadsden AL 35904

(205) 718-9202
bjcairborn07@yahoo.com

backcountryhorsemenal.com

BCH of Alaska

PO Box 314

Kasilof AK 99610
(907) 398-6189
hcha.alaska@gmail.com

Arkansas Back Country
Horsemen

575 Getaway Road

St. Joe AR 72745

(501) 951-9914
theloosecayuse@gmail.com
www.arkansashch.org

BCH of Arizona
4650 N. Sundown Drive
Golden Valley AZ 86413
(928) 201-5362
www.bchaz.org

BCH of California

13061 Rosedale Highway
Ste G Box 217
Bakersfield CA 93314
www.bchcalifornia.org

BCH of Colorado
34872 Highway 184
Mancos, CO 81328
www.bchcolorado.org

BCH of Florida

PO Box 815

Brooksville FL 34605
(352) 796-9272
bchflorida@earthlink.net
www.flbch.org

BCH of Georgia

PO Box 1471

Blue Ridge GA 30513
706-374-7075
carlosmartel@bellsouth.net
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Back Couniry Borsemen of America

PO Box 1182
Columbia Falls, MT 59912-1182

BCH of Idaho

PO Box 513
Salmon ID 83467
www.hchi.org

BCH of lllinois

PO Box 26

Eddyville IL 62928
309-826-8114
backcountryhorsemenillinois@
gmail.com
backcountryhorsemenillinois.
org

Hoosier BCH Indiana
12784 E Rollins Lane
Springville IN 47462

(812) 797-4540
hoosierhorsemen@yahoo.com

BCH of lowa

David Beary

2466 155th Pl

Lovilia IA 50150
515-290-5938
David.Beary@hchia.org

BCH of Kansas

Stephanie Huss
stephaniehuss1@gmail.com
John Leighty, Secretary
jwleighty@aol.com

BCH of Kentucky

1187 Baker Lane
Nicholasville KY 40356
859-887-0033
lohorses@twe.com
www.kybch.com

BCH of Michigan, Pigeon
River and Beyond

6631 E Ashard Road
Clare MI 48617

(989) 350-6544
tashg98@icloud.com

BCH of Minnesota

30490 335th Street Way
Lake City MN 55041
bchminnesota@gmail.com
651-345-9909
www.bchmn.org

BCH of Missouri
18794 Lake Street
Kahoka MO 63445
660-341-7880
www.bchmo.org

BCH of Montana

2130 9th Street W. #109
Columbia Falls MT 59912
bchmt406@gmail.com
bchmt.org

BCH of Nevada
PO Box 19324
Reno NV 89511
(775) 843-2569
info@bchnv.com
www.hchnv.com

BCH of New Mexico
PO Box 37005
Albuquerque NM 87176
chairman@bchnm.org
www.bchnm.org

BCH of North Carolina
look us up on FB

@ BackCountryHorse-
menOfNorthCarolina

BCH of North Dakota
26450 County Road 63
Dickey ND 58431

(701) 320-6498
backcountryhorsemennd@
gmail.com
backcountryhorsemenof-
northdakota.wildapricot.org

BCH of Oregon
PO Box 362
O'Brien OR 97534
(541) 746-4547
www.bcho.org

BCH of South Carolina
PO Box 144

Williston SC 29853
(606) 369-0918
freedomspringsfarm@gmail.
com

Black Hills Back Country
Horsemen of South Dakota
PO Box 806 / 12002 Sweet
Breeze Lane

Custer SD 57730
605-517-1728
bhbchsd@gmail.com

BCH of Tennessee

570 Sunnyside Road
Sweetwater TN 37874
(423) 552-3767
TJConnor@hotmail.com
www.bchet.org

Back Country Horsemen
of Texas
txtrirdr@gmail.com

BCH of Utah

4809 S 5500 W
Hooper UT 84315
(801) 388-1175
www.BCHUtah.org

BCH of Virginia
1950 Crockett Road
Forest VA 24551
(434) 944-1944
eckesj@verizon.net
www.hchva.org

BCH of Washington
PO Box 1132
Ellensburg WA
98926-1132

(509) 276-6226
www.bchw.org

BCH of West Virginia
480 Pond Lick Road
Montrose WV 26283
Barry Gardner
barrygardner56
@icloud.com
Abby Ligget
iridejumpers796
(@gmail.com

BCH of Wyoming

c/o Valerie Harris
2400 Spriggs Drive
Lander WY 82520
harrval@gmail.com
www.wyominghch.com

www.bcha.org
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