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Back Country Horsemen of the Flathead 
puts on packing clinic

Submitted by Greg Schatz, photos by Dawn Brennan, Back Country Horsemen of the Flathead, Montana

Our packing clinic was a great 
start to our 2022 season.  Many new 
faces in the crowd received hands on 
opportunities to learn and practice 
their packing skills. 

Folks are definitely ready to get 
back out in the world and enjoy their 
fellow horsemen. Guy Zoellner, Wil-
derness Trails Manager for the Spot-
ted Bear Ranger District, led the 
instruction with his string of mules. 
Robin Connell of the Northern Re-
gion Pack Train and Abbey Hutton 
assisted with the training.

Combining the packing clinic 
with our annual tack sale was a big 
hit and drew in a large crowd. Our 

chapter gained eight new and very 
enthusiastic members.

Our thanks to Spotted Bear Rang-
er District for sharing their time, 
knowledge and stock, and to Bad 
Rock Arena for their hospitality.

Guy Zoellner teaches packing while 
Keni Hopkins signs up new members.
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View from the 
Chairman’s Saddle
By Sherry Copeland, BCHA National Chairman 

ATTENTION: Back Country 
 Horsemen Members              
Kansas City, Here WE Come!

BCHA National Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held in Kansas City, 
MO April 10-13 and I am so excited 
to welcome the National Directors and 
BCH Members to my home state of 
Missouri!

Since this will be the first in-person 
meeting of the Directors in 3 years, I 
think it is important to emphasize the 
importance of this event and highlight 
the responsibilities involved for YOU, 
the Members, the BCH State Organiza-
tions and the National Directors.  

The “CONSTITUTION OF THE 
BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF 
AMERICA” defines the responsibili-
ties, content, process, and function of 
the National Board Directors and the 
Annual National Board of Directors 
Meeting.  However, YOU may have 
some questions regarding those and 
to help with the answers, I would like 
to share excepts from the Constitution 
with YOU – so, here WE go:

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS?

ARTICLE IV Powers 
Section 1. The authority of BCHA 

shall be in its assembled National Di-
rectors. The NBD shall execute this au-
thority, and shall follow the direction 
given them by the member states and 

shall be responsible to them. 
Section 2. The NBD shall 

have the power to take any 
action consistent with the law 
or the BCHA constitution or 
duly enacted resolution of the 
NBD. 

Section 3. The NBD shall 
be charged with the duties of 
distributing pertinent infor-
mation, providing a clearing 
house for actions and ideas, 

and representing the state organiza-
tions on a national scale. 

Section 4. Each state organization 
shall have equal representation. The 
National Directors shall decide policy 
at the NBD meeting. 

What is the annual National 
Board of Directors meeting?

ARTICLE V Annual NBD Meeting
Section 1. The annual NBD meet-

ing of BCHA shall be held at such time 
and place as it established by the Na-
tional Directors. 

Section 2. Any member in good 
standing of any member state or affil-
iate organization may attend any NBD 
meeting. 

Section 3. The NBD shall have the 
authority to establish the agenda for 
the NBD meeting. Any state-approved 
agenda item shall be included. 

Section 4. Each National Director 
must be a member in good standing of 
a member state organization and show 
evidence of authorization as a voting 
Director by said organization. 

Section 5. Each National Director 
may represent only one member state 
organization. 

Section 6. Directors to the NBD 
meeting shall consist of two Directors 
from each member state organization. 
Each state organization shall provide 
the chair with a list of those Direc-
tors prior to the meeting. All Directors 
shall be entitled to vote on all questions 
properly brought before the annual 
NBD meeting.

Section 7. Fifty percent of all Na-
tional Directors shall constitute a quo-
rum. A majority vote of Directors in 

attendance can conduct business.
Section 8. The Chairman of the 

NBD shall preside over business affairs 
of all NBD meetings.

Section 9. Member state and af-
filiate organizations may be assessed 
BCHA membership dues for the follow-
ing year as determined and approved 
at the NBD meeting.

What are the responsibilities of 
the National Board of Directors?

ARTICLE VII Officers and Opera-
tion of NBD

Section 2. Duties:
e. The National Directors shall 

represent their state organizations 
and be responsible to them. They shall 
serve as a liaison between their state 
organization and the NBD and shall in-
form both on actions taken or requests 
made. They shall provide state input 
to the NBD and provide information 
from the NBD to their state organiza-
tion.

Section 3. Each National Direc-
tor shall have one (1) vote with the 
exception that the Chairman will vote 
only in case of a tie.

Section 5. The NBD shall meet at 
least once a year

Section 6. Only members of the 
NBD shall have the right to voice and 
vote.

So, there YOU have it - the 
“CONSTITUTION OF THE BACK 
COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF 
AMERICA” provides the responsi-
bilities and guidelines for National 
Board of Directors and the Annual 
NBD Meeting, but what about YOUR 
responsibility as Members? First, sup-
port YOUR State Organization send-
ing YOUR National Directors to the 
National Board Meeting to represent 
YOU.  And, second, engage YOUR 
National Directors - ask questions, 
make suggestions, provide input and 
prepare YOUR National Directors to 
take on the challenges to “Keep Trails 
Open For All!”

Hope to see y’all in Kansas City,

Sherry
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Public Lands Update
The Takeover of Horse Camps by Non-Equestrians
By Randy Rasmussen, M.S., Director, Public Lands & Recreation

With increasing frequency BCHA 
has heard from its members about 
how plans for a multi-day outing 
were scuttled once they arrived at a 
horse camp on public lands, only to 
find that some or all of the campsites 
were taken by parties without pack or 
saddle stock. In other words, parties 
without stock taking over equestrian 
campgrounds. It’s become a familiar 
scene in recent years, as families es-
caping to the great outdoors fill reg-
ular campsites to capacity and spill 
over into sites intended for equestrian 
use. 

BCHA began to address this is-
sue with the U.S. Forest Service two 
years ago. Read on to hear about our 
progress to date. Yet, we need help 
from BCHA members to document 
the extent of the problem and perhaps 
to make the case for more permanent, 
lasting solutions. We need your eyes 
and ears this season as you visit your 
favorite equestrian campgrounds 
(see links provided below to access 
BCHA’s Horse Campsite Incident 
Reporting Form).

Consequences of Horse Camps 
Occupied by Others

BCHA continues to hear from 
members about the problem of horse 
camps filled with campers that don’t 
come with stock. Upon arrival at such 
a scene, our options are few and in-
clude: 
• Moving on to another, more dis-

tant, developed equestrian camp-
site;

• Moving on in search of an infor-
mal pullout or dispersed campsite 
lacking electric and water hook-
ups; or 

• Returning home, hopes dashed 
for a weekend of riding while 
camping under the stars. 
 Even with an equestrian campsite 

reserved and secured, some equestri-

ans nonetheless find themselves sur-
rounded by parties without stock in 
adjacent campsites who pose all sorts 
of safety conflicts for themselves, 
their children, us and our animals. 
Think bicycle or ATV races around 
the camp loop, the temptation for un-
supervised “petting zoos,” or an ac-
count by one BCHA member that is 
vividly etched into my mind—adja-
cent campers playing volleyball over 
a highline strewn next to your wide-
eyed animals. 

Such scenarios are hard to swal-
low, given that designated horse 
campsites are few and far between. 
Plus, we can’t legally camp in regular 
developed campsites. For example, 
Forest Service policy for developed 
campgrounds prohibits parties from 
“Bringing in or possessing a saddle, 
pack or draft animal except as autho-
rized by posted instructions” (Code 
of Federal Regulations, Section 36, 
subsection 261.16(l)). Yet, there is 
no corresponding regulation that pre-
vents parties without stock from oc-
cupying developed equestrian camp-
sites. 

Initial Focus: National Forests 
Based on a nationwide on-line 

survey conducted by BCH Oregon 
volunteer Rhonda Marquis, it was 
clear that a large percentage of reports 
about the horse camping problem oc-
curred on U.S. national forests and 
grasslands. Granted, many reports 
about the horse camping problem 
occurred on county, state and other 
federal public lands. But we decided 
to launch an exploration for solutions 
with BCHA’s most significant nation-
al partner, the U.S. Forest Service. 

We realize that potential solutions 
to the horse camp vacancy problem 
could take different forms with other 
agencies. By focusing our current ef-
fort on the Forest Service, we expect 

to create a model that might be repli-
cated—by BCHA or others—to com-
pel similar action that might be taken 
at the state or local level. 

BCHA Outreach to Partners
Early on, BCHA’s previous 

Chairman, Darrell Wallace, brought 
this issue to the attention of long-time 
Forest Service ally, Brenda Yankov-
iak, the agency’s national trails pro-
gram manager. Brenda was quick to 
understand the problem and pulled 
into the conversation her colleague 
Surina Singh, whose duties include 
oversight of U.S. Forest Service de-
veloped recreational facilities, in-
cluding campgrounds. 

Brenda and Surina pulled in an 
assistant and, together, began to re-
search a suite of potential solutions 
that would be rolled into a memo that 
would be shared to educate an audi-
ence that includes agency field staff, 
campground hosts and concession-
aires about potential solutions to ad-
dress the occupancy of horse camps 
by non-equestrians.

BCHA then called upon the 

Blackwell Horse Camp, Hoosier BCH.
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American Horse Council (AHC) 
to convene a working group of na-
tional equine organizations in order 
to explore and promote solutions 
to the horse camping problem. We 
learned that concern about the issue 
was shared by our partners Eques-
trian Land Conservation Resource, 
the American Endurance Ride Con-
ference and others. AHC assembled 
a Horse Camp Working Group that 
provided analysis and comment on a 
draft of the Forest Service memo. 

The draft memo addressed a 
number of potential solutions, includ-
ing those that apply to how and when 
campsites might be reserved on-line 
and solutions that support the on-site 
management of horse campgrounds, 
including the need for better signage. 
Yet none of the potential solutions 
currently are in the form of direc-
tives (i.e., formal agency policy). It 
is thought, and BCHA agrees, that 
the memo represents an important 
first step in raising awareness of the 
importance and ramifications of this 
issue among the memo’s intended au-
dience. 

Public Lands Update continued

BCHA Mission 
Statement
1. To perpetuate the common 

sense use and enjoyment of 
horses in America’s back country 
and wilderness areas.

2.  To work to ensure that 
public lands remain open to 
recreational use.

3. To assist the various 
government and private 
agencies in their maintenance 
and management of said 
resource.

4. To educate, encourage and 
solicit active participation in 
the wise and sustaining use 
of the back country resource 
by horsemen and the general 
public commensurate with our 
heritage.

5. To foster and encourage 
the formation of new state 
Back Country Horsemen’s 
organizations.

Forest Service “Best Practices” 
Memo Issued

The Forest Service included many 
of our Working Group’s comments 
into the memo and, in February 2022, 
the memo was circulated to all nation-
al forests and national grasslands. It is 
titled “Recommended Best Practic-
es for Managing Stock Use Sites at 
Developed Campgrounds.”

BCHA encourages it chapters and 
volunteers to review this memo and, 
importantly, to use it as a reason to 
schedule a meeting with personnel at 
your local national forest to assist you 
in achieving the following objectives:
• Ensure the memo was received 

by the local Forest Service 
office;

• Discuss with forest staff the 
magnitude of the problem locally 
and the memo’s relevancy and 
implications for horse camps 
important to you; and 

• Come to agreement on what 
adjustments in the management 
of equestrian campsites within 
Forest Service jurisdiction might 
be implemented in order to com-

municate to the public the need 
to prioritize equestrian campsites 
for use by parties with stock. 

Horse Camp Incident Report 
Form

BCHA’s website includes an up-
date about the Forest Service memo 
and links to BCHA’s new Horse Camp 
Incident Report Form. We hope that 
BCHA members will use the form to 
capture and record incidents where 
parties without stock are occupying 
Forest Service equestrian campsites. 
By collecting your accounts of inci-
dents in the field, BCHA might better 
document the magnitude and geo-
graphic extent of the problem should 
we need to promote solutions to the 
horse camping issue beyond those 
currently addressed in the agency’s 
memo. 

In other words, we need to hear 
your stories. We are relying on 
BCHA’s members—our eyes and 
ears in the field—to help collect data 
that would be necessary if we were to 
make a case for additional and more 
permanent solutions. We hope our 
membership will embrace this task. 

Photo by Becki Kruger, BCH Missouri.

http://www.natrc.org
https://www.bcha.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ManagingHorseCampSites_whitepaper_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bcha.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ManagingHorseCampSites_whitepaper_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bcha.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ManagingHorseCampSites_whitepaper_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bcha.org/blog/2022/03/05/bcha-encourages-chapters-to-review-usfs-memo/
https://www.bcha.org/blog/2022/03/05/bcha-encourages-chapters-to-review-usfs-memo/
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/e75b0703801/4f7d635d-4441-4373-a126-2a2be1368c64.pdf?rdr=true
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Our goal of $500,000 is reachable!  BCHA will
then have an additional avenue of reliable
financial support for the work it does locally,
regionally and nationally.  This type of financial
support has the ability to be sustainable for 10,
20, 30 years and beyond — in perpetuity.

BCHA is taking charge of its future — forward
thinking and planning to ensure we continue our
most important work into the future:  “Keeping
Trails Open for Future Generations,” maintaining
access to public trails, and keeping public lands
in public hands.

Did you know BCHA has a Platinum rating by GuideStar? — its highest rating.
GuideStar is the most widely adopted symbol of transparency in the U.S. non-profit sector.

Contact us with questions  at fundraising@bcha.org.
Mail donations to:
BCHA
Attn: Legacy Fund
P.O. Box 1182
Columbia Falls, MT 
59912-1182

We knocked it out of the park.  We had over 160 members 
donate to this campaign.  Our goal of $35,000 in donations and 
pledges has been reached, and the challenge funds of $15,000 
have been triggered.  Total invested with our investment firm 
for the Legacy Fund as of February 2022 is $150,000; we’ve 
raised $175,000 total to date!

WE DID IT!

“KEEPING TRAILS OPEN FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS”

Thank you to our 
Advocacy Partners:
• Equine Trail Sports
• Fannin County Equestrian Trails 

Association
• North American Trail Ride Con-

ference (NATRC)
• North Carolina Horse Council
• Old Dominion Endurance Rides 

Inc.
• Pennsylvania Equine Council
• Walkers & Talkers Saddle Club

BCHA Advocacy Partners are or-
ganizations, alliances, and coalitions 
involved in a common goal of Keeping 
Trails Open. To learn more about your 
organization becoming an Advocacy 
Partner email Partners@bcha.org.

mailto:fundraising%40bcha.org?subject=
mailto:Partners@bcha.org
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The Shasta Trinity Unit for years 
planted fingerling trout in the lakes lo-
cated in the Trinity Alps Wilderness. 
We lost those lakes about seven years 
ago to endangered frogs; and until 
more studies are completed by the 
California Fish and Wildlife (F&W) 
planting will not be resumed. The 
studies, when completed, will hope-
fully bring back some of the lakes we 
historically planted with trout.

In 2019 we were approached 
by F&W to see if we would like to 
plant trout in the Caribou Wilderness 
Lakes, seven lakes total. Of course, 
we said yes. Well, it did not go as 
planned. We approached the plant 
the same way we planted trout in 
the Trinity Alps. We lost a good per-
centage of fish because the lakes are 
warmer and not high alpine as in the 
Alps. That did not deter us or F&W. 
We discussed changes and in 2020 we 
planted the same seven lakes and lost 
less then .5% of the fish distributed in 
the lakes. Our changes worked.

With this success F&W asked 

if we could handle 18 lakes in the 
Caribou Wilderness. Again, we said 
yes. This upped the amount of plan-
ning and logistics significantly. We 
planned for three days of planting 
over two weeks. We successfully 
planted 37,900+ fingerling trout in 
18 lakes with very little loss. In some 
lakes we lost only one or two out of 
a 1,000 or more planted. To accom-
plish this required 37 pack stock days 
with seven packers and 10 to 12 oth-
ers helping with the logistics. But let 
me tell you we had a lot of fun. It was 
successful, no incidents, and great 
food and fellowship.

In 2022 F&W at our request has 
added three more Lakes in Thousand 
Lakes Wilderness to the list. This 
and the fact that the wildfires went 
through most of the Caribou Wilder-
ness will add more work to accom-
plish a successful plant in 2022. We 
will need to assess the lakes and trails 
asap when the snow melts to see what 
it will take to plant in 2022. Right 
now, we are allotted 45,000 trout and 
plan on needing 47 pack stock days 
with four days of planting over three 
weeks. Of course, this may change as 
we get closer and look at conditions 
of trails and lakes.

We are really looking forward to 
this year’s plant. We would like to 
invite any BCHA member to contact 
Larry Shuman at 530-526-0590 if 
you would like to help with this ma-
jor project.

Shasta Trinity Unit of BCHC Fish Planting
By Larry Shuman, Work Project Coordinator, Shasta Trinity Unit of BCH California

Compete. Have fun. (Or both.)

Try Endurance!
25-50-100 mile rides on beautiful trails
All equine breeds • Mileage awards programs

Interested? AERC.org/InfoRequest

American Endurance Ride Conference
AERC.org • 866-271-2372

http://saddlepalbycate.com
https://www.aerc.org/
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Deborah Anspach
countryacresllc.com  

email: frs16038a@gmail.com
406-422-8404

This cover is an effective, 
versatile, and convenient 

solution.

Many years ago, in my younger 
days, besides sawing a tree or two 
out of the trail way, I had the vision 
that I could do some type of experi-
ment that would further benefit utiliz-
ing our Rocky Mountain wilderness 
landscape. After deep thought, I de-
cided I should find the answer to the 
intriguing question, would horses eat 
mush?    

If horses were really, really hun-
gry, would they eat mush?  You know 
good old cooked Quaker Oatmeal 
mush.  Here in our Montana wilder-
ness country, some fall or winter a 
man might want to take his favorite 
saddle horse and travel into the wilds 
on some type of important explorato-
ry mission. I wonder if the govern-
ment, via the Seventh Calvary, might 
still send out a call for some secret 
mission. So could a man or woman 
fill their saddle bags with dry mush 
and beef jerky and survive for a time 
in the high country? Even if a man ran 
into one of those ugly windblown, ze-
ro-degree, 15-inch deep snow-filled, 
low pressure depressions that Canada 
is so proud of that they brag about it 
on the 10:00 p.m. news, could man 
and horse hunker down on the lee-
ward side of a grove of scrubby 
Spruce trees and boil up a pan full 
of mush and jerky and the two of 
them survive to return to civiliza-
tion a week or so later no worse for 
wear?  No one at any college that 
I am aware of has done their mas-
ter’s dissertation on this intrigu-
ing question, so I figured the first 
opportunity that presented itself I 
would personally take on the chal-
lenge of this important scientific 
study.

The opportune time present-
ed itself in the fall of 1989. The 
chance arose in the manner of one 
of those government grants awards. 
For 19 years in a row, I had filled 
out a form type letter and sent it 

Will Horses Eat Mush?  
By John Simmons, Beartooth Back Country Horsemen, Montana        

with a bunch of money to the Mon-
tana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks in Helena. On these forms there 
are words like SHEEP, MOOSE, and 
GOAT. I put X`s in all the squares.  
Rumor has it that the FWP employ-
ees, on receipt of these forms, pile 
my and many other hunters` most 
significant papers in a back room and 
the employee that draws the longest 
straw gets to put on a pair of logger’s 
hobnail boots and then he/she runs 
through the paper pile and if one of 
the nails hits a square on your per-
sonal form, officially called a hunting 
application, you are a WINNER. So, 
as I remember back it was the year 
1989, I received a letter from FWP, 
Helena, Mt. It started out as DEAR 
JOHN..…But there was good news; 
it stated, “enclosed in this here en-
velope is a piece of paper, called a 
hunting permit, to harvest a Rocky 
Mountain Goat in the wilds of the 
Beartooth Wilderness.” The hobnails 
finally worked!  

To harvest a goat is one of those 
permits that your friends ask, what 
were you thinking when you marked 

that box? The answer is any way to 
get out into the wilds with my horse! 
There was no reference from FWP 
to my hand written note, ‘‘please 
send grant money with any permit, I 
would like to do a scientific study.’’ 
The un-worded implication of read-
ing between the lines of the [FWP 
Rules and Regulations] hunters man-
ual correctly indicates, “John, you 
are welcome to do any kind of mo-
mentous study you would like as long 
as you don’t break any law, and you 
can squeeze the money out of Mom’s 
grocery account.” Of course, I start-
ed getting ready immediately. Not 
being sure if the Quaker Oats would 
be accepted as adequate fare, I pur-
chased a backup stock of food for all 
who might participate in the experi-
ment.  Items such as 100 pounds of 
horse cake, 20 pounds of potatoes, 
20 pounds beans and a slab of bacon 
would be the backup to the items ded-
icated to the scientific study, which 
were the 10 pounds dry Quaker Oats 
mush and a pound or two of dried 
road kill. The low-cost basics were to 
help out Mom’s grocery expense ac-

http://countryacresllc.com
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count. It wouldn’t look good to lose 
my kitchen pass. I knew she would 
add a few home cooked items for me 
and a hunting partner.  

 After much preparation I was 
ready to tackle the mountaintops 
surrounding the East Rosebud drain-
age of the Absaroka Beartooth Wil-
derness. It is an area 30 miles from 
our home in South Central Montana.  
After a couple of unsuccessful early 
hunts, by mid-November I still had 
my coveted unused Rocky Mountain 
Goat tag.

 At home, sitting at 4,400 feet ele-
vation, there was only an inch or two 
of snow. But that mid-November, the 
only person willing to ride up for an 
overnight camp out in the high coun-
try was my wife Marilyn. She wasn’t 
sure this goat hunt thing was worth 
my time, but she was willing to be 
part of the event, even though this is 
some high, rugged, snowy country 
in the winter. We had enjoyed this 
plateau called ‘Froze-to-Death’ in 
summers past. This day, after depart-
ing the trail head and now nearly to 
the plateau top at an elevation close 
to 10,545 feet, we have been in the 
saddle for two and a half hours. We 
got within 200 yards of our goal, the 
plateau flat. 

My trusted old Poco horse mis-
judged the snow-covered trail on 
the next to the last switchback. His 
one step too far was off the edge and 
into a 30-inch-deep drift of the wind 
packed white stuff. The ever-faithful 
old pack horse “Cap” did his duty to 
blindly follow the leader. He jumped 
right into the same snowdrift with 
myself and Poco.  Marilyn was quick 
enough to keep her horse “Shotgun” 
on the trail, even though he tried the 
Pied Piper’s mission to jump into the 
action also. 

There was no slowing down. I 
was off and moving quickly. As Poco 
broke through the snow crust, my feet 
in the stirrups stayed on top. I was 
able to jostle along where the snow 

was not broken. We three slid and 
lunged down the frozen snowy slope. 
I was able to calm Cap and slide him 
on his side to the bottom pulling his 
lead rope. First I had to dodge Poco 
as he tried to lunge up on my back for 
a safe ride. 

We ended up one hundred yards 
below on a small windblown, clean 
flat area surrounded by a few dead 
trees; it seemed obvious that the 
Great Spirit had chosen this spot for 
us to camp overnight. Marilyn and 
Shot quickly backtracked and joined 
us in a more sophisticated fashion. 
The edge of the flat was even blessed 
with a few blades of grass below the 
snow for the horses. 

Our outside cooking fire was a 
welcome addition to the camp, but 
the little summer tent I had brought 
along had no place for a stove inside. 
We relied on our winter sleeping bags 
and all our clothes to keep us and our 
surroundings warm and dry for the 
night.

We had a restless, windy night. 
By daylight the next morning, due to 
the breather screen at the top of the 
tent, we and everything inside was 
covered with winter’s fine white and 
wet stuff. We could see the clouds in-
dicating there was more storm com-
ing. I took time to warm up on a climb 
up the ridge behind us to hunt the flat 
for a couple of hours while Marilyn 

Will Horses Eat Mush? continued

http://johnwaynetrailride.com
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warmed up as she broke down our 
camp and readied the horses for the 
trip out.  When I got back, to camp I 
asked her if she had cooked any mush 
for our experiment. Her stern glare 
was the only answer I needed to re-
mind me that this whole deal was my 
project and mine alone. I was sure the 
next trip was not to include her pres-
ence, and it didn’t.     

I was determined to make at least 
one more trip up the hill. I had turned 
down a couple chances to take a goat 
earlier in the season as I wanted the 
really old, big one with long winter 
hair; also, I had procrastinated on 
my Quaker Oats experiment. My old 
friend Jack Robbins decided he could 
go on this last weekend of the season. 

It was November 30th when we 
started up to the plateau and my se-
cluded little camp spot. Hunting this 
late at 10,500 feet elevation was a 
gamble for good weather.  As is the 
case of most gamblers, I lost! This 
weekend was one of the most miser-
able I had ever spent in my beloved 
back country.  I remembered last time 
the horses could not climb the last lit-
tle way to carry us over the top, so 
I had brought along snowshoes to at 
least get Jack and I up and over.  

As it turned out, the snow was 
too steep and hard for the shoes. We 
slipped with them on and we sank in 
to our crotch without them. The only 
way up was to wear the one shoe on 
the low side and use the other shoe as 
a crutch.  It was a 30-minute climb to 
make the 200 yards up to the flat for a 
30 minute hunt before the wind blew 
us back off to our Froze-to-Death 
KOA.  

The wind didn’t slow down all 
that night until near daylight. Then a 
fog rolled in so heavy that I felt I had 
to brush it out of my way.  It was so 
thick we even wondered if we might 
drown. There would be no hunting to-
day accept to hunt for the trail out of 
this Froze-to-Death land.  

I had built a fire between a pair of 

large tree stumps; it burned all night.  
We had a nice bed of coals to cook 
on the next morning. I melted a pot 
of snow for my Quaker Oats experi-
ment.  Jack and I and the three horses 
were going to have a hot meal.   

A couple of hunks of bacon and a 
sweet role and a big plate of the good 
old Quaker Oats was going to bright-
en up our last day on the mountain.  I 
had fed the last of the horse cake.  So 
I cooked up our two gallon water pan 
full of Quaker’s best. 

Well, the experiment went further 
than I expected. Jack said, ‘I don’t eat 
mush.” No worry, that left more for 
the horses. I knew from past experi-
ence that my old Shotgun horse would 
eat almost anything, including a sad-
dle on the horse beside him or the tail 
of the one in front of him. He even 
once cleaned up the dog food pan just 
so the wild turkeys wouldn’t get it.  

My real test was going to be with the 
other two ponies. I knew they were 
all going to be really hungry because 
of the below zero degree weather and 
the wet night. So three piles on paper 
plates were going to create the energy 
to transport us all off the mountain.  

Well, I never would have be-
lieved that all three horses could have 
turned up their noses so high without 
breaking their tie ropes.  I didn’t get 
kicked but it seems my old friends 
considered it. Here I hoped I could 
sell a report to the cereal companies 
stating that at least one or more out 
of three horses would be mush eat-
ers, but as it turns out horses won’t 
eat mush, or bacon either, and even in 
extreme winter conditions only 50% 
of mountain men may eat the Quak-
ers breakfast stuff. There was to be no 
Nobel Prize to go with my personal 
resume.  

Get Ready for the Trail Season

Carry it on your 
saddle or wear it 

yourself

Guy Miller Saddlery & Leather Goods
Custom Made Cowboy Gear

Saddles • Chinks • Trail Riding Accessories

to place your order call

(360) 775-0543
Look us up on Facebook

guymillersaddlery@gmail.com
Guy Miller, Port Angeles, WA 98362

18” Saw & Pruner Scabbard
This combination is so much more 
than just a saw and pruner.  The 
saw is actually an all purpose tool, 
machete, brush deflector, root 
remover, etc.  This package is a 
total trail clearing system.  Custom 
leather tooling options available.

BCH Special $185 + ship/tax

Check out other products on our Facebook site

Will Horses Eat Mush? continued

https://www.facebook.com/GuyMillerSaddlery
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We often hear about the big proj-
ects that BCH members accomplish, 
and that we should be darn proud of. 
These projects do amazing things to 
keep trails open through education, 
advocacy and moving dirt.

But what about the little projects? 
Sometimes I think we lose sight of 
the fact that many chapters do little 
things that add up to keeping trails 
open and promoting BCH in a posi-
tive light.

The Ponderosa chapter is proud 
of these three little projects in 2021.

At Riverside State Park BCH 
partners with the Riverside State Park 
Foundation (RSPF) on projects. The 
RSPF puts on a “Wednesday in the 
Woods” seminar each week during 
the summer at the campground. We 
have taken horses to the event for 
non- equestrians to see. This year we 
partnered with the rangers for a pro-
gram. They presented a Leave No 
Trace Class and BCH talked about 
Trail Etiquette. We had stick horses, 
bike helmets and walking sticks for 
the audience to participate. Lots of 
fun.

Also, at Riverside State Park the 
chapter put on six weekly evening 
classes titled “My Horse and Me,” 
learning to care for and enjoy my 
new best friend. These classes were 
geared toward the families that 
were thinking about getting their 
FIRST horse or may have just got 
him. We sat around picnic tables 
and talked about the selection 
process, what the horse would be 
used for, equipment, vet, stabling, 
transporting and nutrition. The 

Little Projects Count
By Ken Carmichael, Back Country Horsemen of Washington, Ponderosa Chapter

last night we met at our place to see 
our barn, fences, trailer, etc. One cou-
ple joined the chapter.

Another fun event was when we 
were asked to participate in a bible 
school. I was asked if we could pro-
vide ten horses for first through fifth 
grade kids to pet and learn about. 
Later I was asked if we could pro-
vide a person dressed as an old-time 
cowpuncher reflecting the equipment 
of the 1800s. Craig Volosing did not 
even have to change clothes. We had 
thirteen horses lined up on the paved 

parking lot in their best behavior. I 
think the kid’s eyes were bigger than 
the horses as they moved from horse 
to horse telling us their horse stories. 
I think we got the younger vote that 
day.

Sure, we enjoy doing the trail 
work and installing trailheads that we 
will use. But these little things, like 
stopping on the trail to talk to people, 
add up. Besides, we all had a great 
time. Please remember to include 
these little projects into your accom-
plishments.

Bible School.

Trail Etiquette at Wed in Woods.

Exclusively provided by StEli international
Steve & Eli Boni
1024 N Lake Rd
Spokane Valley, WA 99212
contact@swissgaloppers.us
swissgaloppers.us

Swiss Galoppers Hoof Boots are easy to put on and 
take off. They have no wires, last up to 1,200 miles 

and they STAY ON!

Get your free hoof boot consultation today! 
Call 509 508 6460

http://swissgaloppers.us
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Mike Reedy
(1952 – 2021)
Submitted by Doc and Deb Wesselius, Back 
Country Horsemen Washington

Mike Reedy was the big guy that 
sat at the back of the room with his 
wife, Renda, during Lewis County 
Chapter meetings.  Very seldom did 
he inject a comment during the chap-
ter’s business discussions and only 
socialized sparsely, even at chapter 
events.  He did attend some of the 
chapter’s trail rides but preferred to 
camp and ride with his wife.  For 
fifty-three years he was involved as 
a salesman, owner, and manager for 
independent to large corporate chain 
stores and became a sales manager 
of pet supply distribution companies.  
His quiet demeanor and commitment 
to his profession belied his involve-
ment in public service.  His volun-
teerism in the equestrian community 
spans thirty years of contribution; es-
pecially in our national organization 
– BCH of America.

Mike’s assent to the highest po-
sition in our organization was a grad-
ual but steady three decade contri-
bution with volunteer participation.  
He started out in a small local saddle 
club and volunteered at the USFS De-
schutes Ranger District to help keep 
trails open.  Before becoming in-
volved in our organization he founded 
and became President of West Valley 
Chapter of Oregon Equestrian Trails 
and became the parent organization’s 
Vice-President. 

In 1998, Mike founded and be-
came State Director for the West Cas-
cade Chapter of BCH of Oregon.  He 
was a member of the Citizens Advi-
sory Council for Oregon State For-
ests and worked with Region 6 of the 
USFS to keep equestrian trails open.  
For six years he was a member of 
the Oregon Recreational Trail Advi-

http://outfitterssupply.com


12 www.bcha.org Back Country Horsemen of America

sory Committee and the Recreation-
al Trails Grant Program Committee 
appointed by Oregon State Parks and 
the Oregon Governor.  In addition to 
working to keep equestrian trails open 
he became a Leave No Trace Master 
Trainer and the Education Chairman 
of BCHO to help spread the message 
of our commitment to clean camp-
grounds, trailheads and trails. 

In 2004 the Reedy family moved 
to Washington State and Mike was 
elected BCHA National Director for 
BCH of Washington.  During his 
six year involvement with BCHA 
he was National Treasurer, National 
Vice Chairman, National Chairman, 
National Past Chair and Expan-
sion Chair.  He considered his best 
achievement on the national level 
the solution to stop the USFS plan to 
reassign trails that could be used for 
equestrians. 

Next time you are out on a trail 
ride, especially on public lands, tip 
your hat to the big guy that got a lot 
done for the equestrian community. 

Mike Reedy continued

Mike Reedy served as BCHA national 
chairman, trail boss, packing instruc-
tor, and LNT Master Trainer.
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