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BCH of the Virginia Highlands:

In 1989 Hurricane Hugo raged
through southwest Virginia wreaking
havoc on the forests of the Mount Rog-
ers National Recreation Area. The For-
est Service was able to salvage millions
of board feet of timber from the area
surrounding a meadow on the Virginia
Highlands Horse Trail. They erected an
interpretive sign commemorating the
event. The area became known locally
as Hugo’s Meadow and was a popular
meeting and picnic spot for trail riders
and hikers.

The sign, a beloved landmark,
eventually rotted away and fell down,
much to the dismay of area users. BCH
member Linda Meyer took the initia-
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Making a Difference in SW Virginia

By Nancy Sluys
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tive to have a replica of the sign face
made and dropped it off at the FS to be
replaced. Because the FS did not have
the time or manpower to complete the
job, months later they asked the BCH
of the Virginia Highlands (BCHVH) if
we would take on the project. Retired
sign man Bill Sluys crafted a frame
around the sign face and a work day
was proposed to erect the sign. At the
same time, we planned to restore the
meadow, which had become overrun
with invasive autumn olive, briars
and honey locust. The FS had stopped
mowing meadows due to budget con-
straints.

BCHVH negotiated with the FS at
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Mount Rogers to use their heavy equip-
ment in the maintenance of trails. We
were able to get this written into our
volunteer agreement. The meadow res-
toration project seemed like the perfect
project to test the waters. Members
provided an excavator, two tractors, a
pick-up truck and four UTVs to get the
job done. Many hours went into plan-
ning the project hand-in-hand with the
FS. The FS was not even on site for the
project because they have so much trust
in the abilities of BCHVH.

Twenty  volunteers, including
members of BCH Eastern Divide from
Blacksburg, VA and Warrior Mountain
BCH from Alabama, made the trek a

mile up the trail to the meadow and in
a little over four hours cleared the 3-4
acre meadow, restoring it to its former
beauty. The interpretive sign was erect-
ed for all to see and enjoy.

This project and another complet-
ed two weeks prior (clearing blocked
culverts and improving drainage on the
Virginia Highlands Horse Trail) were
designed to commemorate National
Trails Day. The BCHVH look forward
to planning another project on the trails
with the help of heavy equipment and
hope to be an example that others can
use when negotiating with land manag-
ers.

Inside...

Public Lands Update ...........cccccoeeeiiennnnneen.

Alabama in the News.............ceevveeeeeeveeennnns
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Interested in Joining?

Contact BCHA or the organization
nearest you for more information.

National:
BCH of America
PO Box 1182

Columbia Falls, MT 59912-1182

www.bcha.org

State Organizations:
BCH of Alabama

1404 Arkadelphia Road
Warrior, AL 35180
(205) 936-9043

chad.bowman@hatchmott.com

backcountryhorsemenal.com

BCH of Alaska
PO Box 3148
Palmer AK 99645
(907) 360-0480

kaylene.johnson@gmail.com

Arkansas Back Country
Horsemen

575 Getaway Road

St. Joe, AR 72745

(501) 951-9914
theloosecayuse@gmail.com
www.arkansasbch.org

BCH of Arizona
4650 N. Sundown Drive
Golden Valley, AZ 86413
(928) 201-5362
www.bchaz.org

BCH of California

13061 Rosedale Highway
Ste G Box 217
Bakersfield CA 93314
www.hchcalifornia.org

BCH of Colorado
34872 Highway 184
Mancos, CO 81328
www.bchcolorado.org

BCH of Florida

PO Box 815

Brooksville FL 34605
(352) 796-9272
behflorida@earthlink.net
www.flbch.org

BCH of Georgia

PO Box 1471

Blue Ridge GA 30513
706-374-7075
carlosmartel@bellsouth.net

BCH of Idaho
PO Box 513
Salmon ID 83467
www.bchi.org

BCH of lllinois

Rt # 2 Box 214

Golconda IL 62938

(618) 672-4841
Mulemaid@shawneelink.net

Hoosier BCH Indiana
12784 E Rollins Lane
Springville IN 47462
(812) 797-4540
hoosierhorsemen
(@yahoo.com

BCH of lowa

3445 Lima Trail

Missouri Valley, 1A 51555
(402) 350-3249
sue.maiwald@yahoo.com

BCH of Kansas

1409 Lincoln Road
Concordia KS 66901
(785) 243-2494
steve.lindsey@lia_ks.com

BCH of Kentucky

2068 Pondsville Kepler Road
Smiths Grove KY 40353
(859) 744-0397
jthorses2009@gmail.com
www.kybch.com

BCH of Michigan, Pigeon River

and Beyond
6631 E Ashard Road
Clare Ml 48617

BCH of Minnesota

30490 335th Street Way
Lake City, MN 55041
bchminnesota@gmail.com
651-345-9909
www.bchmn.org

BCH of Missouri
519 Good Hope Road
Marshfield, MO 65706
(417) 425-9969
www.bchmo.org

BCH of Montana

2130 9th Street W. #109
Columbia Falls, MT 59912
bchmt406@gmail.com
www.bchmt.org

BCH of Nevada
PO Box 19324
Reno NV 89511
(775) 843-2569
info@bchnv.com
www.bchnv.com

BCH of New Mexico
PO Box 37005
Albugquerque NM 87176
chairman@bchnm.org
www.bchnm.org

BCH of North Carolina
look us up on FB

(@ BackCountryHorse-
menOfNorthCarolina

BCH of North Dakota
2550 Windsor PIN
Mandan, ND 58554

BCH of Oregon
PO Box 362
O'Brien, OR 97534
(541) 746-4547
www.bcho.org

BCH of South Carolina

PO Box 144

Williston, SC 29853

(606) 369-0918
freedomspringsfarm@gmail.com

Black Hills BCH

of South Dakota

20112 Buckin Horse Lane

Whitewood SD 57793

(605) 645-2296

bhbchsd@gmail.com

www.bhbchsd
(@blogspot.com

BCH of Tennessee

570 Sunnyside Road
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 552-3767
TJConnor@hotmail.com
www.bchet.org

BCH of Utah

PO Box 13195

Ogden UT 84412-3195
(801) 985-1909
www.bchu.com

BCH of Virginia
1950 Crockett Road
Forest, VA 24551
(434) 944-1944
eckesj@verizon.net
www.bchva.org

BCH of Washington
PO Box 1132
Ellensburg WA
98926-1132

(509) 276-6226
www.bchw.org

BCH of Wisconsin

4418 Cedar Creek Road
Grafton, W1 53024
(414) 403-0488
lisadocter@hotmail.com

BCH of Wyoming
2446 Spriggs Dr

Lander WY 82520
bighorn@ven.com

Public Lands Update

Great American Outdoors Act Becomes Law

By Randy Rasmussen, M.S., Director, Public Lands & Recreation

As many of you know, the Great American Outdoors
Act was signed into law in early August (see BCHA’s Sum-
mer 2020 and Spring 2020 newsletters for details about the
Act). Thank you to those BCHA members and volunteers
who reached out to their members of Congress to voice sup-
port for this important legislation. Thousands of organiza-
tions from across the nation rallied in support of the Act,
which the Department of Interior, for example, described
as “the most consequential conservation legislation that has
been implemented in decades.”

TAKE ACTION:

It is never too late to call your U.S. representative and
senators to thank them for passing the Great American
Outdoors Act (GAOA). For contact information for your
congressional representatives, go to: https://www.govtrack.
us/congress/members

The GAOA will immediately steer significant resources
to all federal land management agencies to address priority
deferred maintenance needs, including trails. It will direct
up to $9.5 billion over 5 years to address the maintenance
backlogs of the following agencies:

» National Park Service, 70% of funds (or $1.33 bil-

lion/year)

» U.S. Forest Service, 15% of funds (or $285 million/

year)

« U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 5% of funds (or $95

million/year)

* Bureau of Land Management, 5% of funds (or $95

million/year)

* Bureau of Indian Education, 5% of funds (or $95

million/year)

It is the intent of this funding to be “additive” to year-
to-year operational budgets approved by Congress (i.e., the
appropriations process). Thus, BCHA and its allies will con-
tinue to prompt Congress to retain robust funding for agency
operations during the appropriations process. We also will
be prepared to raise a public hue-and-cry if Congress or the
Administration propose funding cuts to these agencies un-
der the guise of needing to “offset” funding gained via the
GAOA.

Next Steps of GAOA Implementation

Year 1 of GAOA funding begins with the new fiscal year
(October 1st). So, the recipient agencies already scrambled
to line up, and secure approval for, projects that could be-
gin immediately. As a result of the rush, one requirement
was that projects selected for Year 1 GAOA funding must

be compliant with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). In other words, the agencies could only put forward
projects that had either been cleared via the NEPA process or
didn’t require NEPA analysis. Often, trail maintenance and
reconstruction fall into the latter category.

In response, the US Forest Service issued a preliminary
list of projects in early September for public comment. See:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/gaoa

The list was divided into Forest Service regions and in-
cluded many trials or trails-related projects. These projects
comprised 37 percent of the deferred maintenance list of
projects for Year 1.

TAKE ACTION:

This fall, the agencies will begin to develop their list of
projects for the following fiscal year (Fiscal Year 2022, or
Year 2 of GAOA implementation). This represents an im-
portant opportunity for BCH chapters to compare notes
with local federal land management leaders on what
projects should be funded. BCHA encourages your chap-
ter to put forth its “priority deferred maintenance projects”
for this and the remaining four years of GAOA funding and
share it with your local agency contacts.

In the near future, we should expect the agencies to
formally invite the public and stakeholders to submit their
GAOA project nominations (for Years 2 through 5) by either
holding public listening sessions or seeking formal written
requests. With nearly five years remaining, there should be
ample time to encourage the agencies to conduct and com-
plete NEPA analysis for more complex trail maintenance
and relocation projects.

We should not limit our thinking for GAOA projects to
merely the realm of trail maintenance. The agencies might
be amenable to projects that include expanding trailhead fa-
cilities, including better parking for our trailers! While the
focus of GAOA funding will remain “priority deferred main-
tenance,” packaging such maintenance with other logical
and unmet “needs” is always a good idea.

My recommendation is to start the necessary dialogue
with local agency officials now. Let them know that your
chapter has specific ideas for GAOA funding. They already
know that your chapter will be there to help with the heavy
lifting. So, take advantage of the GAOA funding that will
soon flow. This could represent a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity for BCHA volunteers to help the agencies make sig-
nificant strides toward reducing the deferred maintenance
backlog. Make it work for you.

Alabama in the News: Wind Greek Cleanup

By Editor Sherry Jennings, PhD

On May 15, The Messenger newspaper featured the work of BCH and BCH
member Chad Jones from Alabama. Staff writer Katie Bohannan reported how
four Alabama chapters came together to clear the damage caused by a tornado in
Wind Creek State Park in Alexander City. Downed trees on the horse trails pre-

vented use of the trails in the park.

Twenty-four BCH members from the four Alabama chapters cleared approxi-
mately 20 miles of trails over the course of four days. Three trails were opened in
one weekend alone. The post-tornado cleanup included trails used by hikers and
bikers. Bohannan quoted Jones who said, Wind Creek offers things for everyone.
We go down there and camp and ride a lot. There are some folks who go with us
who don’t really ride, but they have a fishing pier and they can go swim if they
want to, so they’re not stuck at the camp by themselves. The trails at Wind Creek
aren’t just horse trails, they’re multi-use trails.” In appreciation, the park waived
the fees for three nights of overnight equestrian camping for the entire group.

Certainly, the BCH Alabama members forged a great relationship with the part.
But even more, they garnered some excellent publicity for BCH. Bohannan noted
the work of BCH chapters across the United States and included these statistics,
“In 2018, Back Country Horsemen of America volunteers spent 322,125 hours
working to maintain trails on public lands—which equates to a value of 12.1 mil-
lion dollars in trail work donated to local and federal land managing agencies.
Since 1995, BCHA members contributed a value equal to 140.2 million dollars in
volunteer hours.” Bohannan’s article included the mission of BCHA, its openness
and inclusiveness to all who use the trails, and noted the BCHA website and Face-

book page.

Photo: Pictured above, Duck Springs resident
and Back Country Horsemen of America mem-

SS:) ::%Ii?:fd com www.wyomingbch.com ber Chad Jones and his horse Chief get set to
g ' Affiliates: clear debris from the equestrian trails at Wind
Saratoga .BCH Creek State Park in Alexander City. Photo cour-
PO Box 461 tesy of Ponda Jones.
Cambridge NY 12816
859-230-0980
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View from the Chairman’s Saddie

By Darrell Wallace, BCHA National Chairman

I hope you have been enjoying this riding season. With COVID-19 restric-
tions, it seems like riding is one of the few things we can do! In Washington state
we have hot, dry conditions and wildfires are a big concern. I drove a tender — a
truck that hauls and pumps 3,000 gallons of water — to several of them lately. In
August, I did get to assist with a trail crew resupply pack trip. We packed about
500 pounds of food for a partner organization 19 miles in to the Pasayten Wil-
derness.

It’s hard not to be excited about some new initiatives from BCHA — we will
hold our first ever Members’ Webinar November 9 through 12! Watch for an
e-blast with details. Also, our Executive Committee approved the concept of
assisting BCH states and chapters with financial agreements allowing them more
involvement in addressing backlogged trail maintenance funded by the Great
American Outdoors Act. You can read more about the GAOA in Randy Rasmus-
sen’s public lands update. BCHA is working on ideas for the GAOA that we plan
to share during that Members’ Webinar in November. Your state’s National Di-
rectors have been urged to push for discussions within your state regarding what
level of involvement your state and chapter will want to pursue.

I think we are all concerned about our BCH organization, when we can’t
even hold in-person meetings. But better times are coming, and we WILL persist.

Our transition to new management is going well. I am grateful for the co-
operation of our state membership coordinators, who have helped Membership
Data Coordinator Dana Chambers to rebuild our membership database so quick-
ly. You may want to clip the inset box to help you quickly find who you want to
contact at BCHA.

Happy Trails!

Darrell

R
seseseenteueiesttttie st ttaesttsaese st tnassssesnanaes <*A---CLIP-AND.SAVE!.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Updated 09/25/2020

Please contact the appropriate state representative first, thank you. :

Membership:

1. Contact State Membership Coordinator

2. Not receiving your BCHA newsletter? Contact Dana Chambers,
BCHA Membership Data Coordinator
memberdata@bcha.org or call 206-498-6952

3. Have an address change or going south for the winter?
Go to BCHA.org and click on the ‘Membership' tab.
At the bottom of the page are the forms you can fill out to take
care of that.

Public Lands/Advocacy:
1. Contact State PLC
2. Randy Rasmussen, BCHA Director, Public Lands & Recreation

WildernessAdvisor@bcha.org or call 541-602-0713

Financial:
1. Contact State Treasurer
2. Mark Himmel, BCHA Treasurer

markahimmel@gmail.com or call 406-781-8252

Administrative: (or if you are not sure who to contact)
1. Michelle Wade, Executive Administrator
michellewade@bcha.org or call 360-443-6996

New Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1182 Columbia, MT 59912-1182

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment
of horses in America’s back country and wilderness
areas.

2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to
recreational use.

3. To assist the various government and private agencies
in their maintenance and management of said resource.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation
in the wise and sustaining use of the back country
resource by horsemen and the general public
commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state
Back Country Horsemen's organizations.

Thank you to our Advocacy Partners:

Equine Trail Sports
* Fannin County Equestrian Trails Association
* North American Trail Ride Conference (NATRC)
* North Carolina Horse Council
e Old Dominion Endurance Rides Inc.
* Pennsylvania Equine Council

 Walkers & Talkers Saddle Club

BCHA Advocacy Partners are organizations, alliances, and coalitions in-
volved in a common goal of Keeping Trails Open. To learn more about your
organization becoming an Advocacy Partner email Partners@bcha.org.
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Competitive Trail Ride!
Choose what YOU like

e Leisure, Novice, Competitive
Pleasure, or Open division

« 10, 20, 30, 40, 60, or 90 miles
e 1/2,1, 2, or 3 days
« 3,4, 5,6 mph average pace

NEW? Join for FREE

For Miles of Smiles - Come Ride with Us!

Back Country Horsemen of America

www.bcha.org



mailto:Partners@bcha.org
http://natrc.org
mailto:memberdata%40bcha.org?subject=
http://BCHA.org
mailto:WildernessAdvisor%40bcha.org?subject=
mailto:markahimmel%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:michellewade%40bcha.org?subject=

BCHA Officers, Chairs
and Statt

Chair
Darrell Wallace

bchachairman@bcha.org

Vice Chair
Sherry Copeland

vchairman@bcha.org

Treasurer
Mark Himmel
treasurer(@bcha.org

Past Chair
Freddy Dunn )
freddydunn@gmail.com

Executive Committee
EC@bcha.org
Tom Thomas

Craig Allen

Dennis Serpa

Latifia Rodriquez

Brad Pollman

Director of Public Lands

and Recreation

Randy Rasmussen
wildernessadvisor(@bcha.org

Committees:

Education
Craig Allen
education@bcha.org

Expansion
Truman Prgvatt
expansion@bcha.org

Funding
Latifia Rogjriguez
fundraising@bcha.org

Grants Committee
Karen Saner
grants(@bcha.org

Media and Marketing/Facebook
Brian Peirick

double51005@yahoo.com

Public Lands
Jerry Benz

publiclands@bcha.org

Public Liaison/Advocacy Partners
Don Sgner o
publicLiaison@bcha.org

Volunteer Hours
Doug Stewart
volunteer@bcha.org

Web Master
Marty DeVall
web@bcha.org

Annual subscriptions for non-members are
available by sending your name, address and
$45 to:

BCHA

PO Box 1182

Columbia Falls, MT 59912-1182

Or purchase subscription online at

www.BCHA.org

Managing Editor

Sherry Jennings

PO Box 305

East Olympia WA 98540-0305
newsletter@bcha.org

Advertising

To place an ad in the BCHA quarterly
newsletter, please contact

Deborah Schatz (406) 314-1084
deborah.bcha@gmail.com

BCHA Grants /n Action

BCH Idaho Cache Peak: Third Annual Memorial Event

By Nancy Ady

On June 20, the Cache Peak Chap-
ter of BCHI hosted our annual Trail
Course and Challenge Event. This
event included a free two-hour clin-
ic and judged trail class open to all
4-H’ers in the morning. In the after-
noon, an open clinic and trail challenge
course were offered with an associated
entry fee. Thanks to our grants from
the Idaho Horse Board and BCHA, we
were able to continue our mission to
educate youth in horsemanship skills.
These grants allowed us to hire a cli-
nician and judge, with three top plac-
ing awards and an additional award for
Most Improved this year for the 4-H
participants. Each non-placing rider re-
ceived a participant award.

We hired clinician Dana Lovell
of Running T Horsemanship and
judge Bonnie McBride. Each year the
4-H’ers receive individual attention on
obstacles they are likely to see at their
county fair class. The horsemanship
lessons go much further than comple-
tion of an obstacle. One principle Dana
taught was “The Power of the Pause”
— a concept that encouraged each rider
to regroup with their horse if their con-
versation turned argumentative. This
was visible as young riders paused to
relax instead of trying to force their
horses through the obstacles.

We had ten 4-H participants and 26
adults in the afternoon. Our Secretary
Mary Ann Shaff took the reins for orga-
nizing and implementation of the event
and the rest of the chapter stepped up to
fill needed work spots. Several mem-
bers catered the event while others
brought friends and family to volun-
teer where needed. Cache Peak dedi-
cates this event to honor our members
who have passed before us. Thank you
BCHA for our 2020 grant!

Wyoming writer Tory Taylor announces
his latest book, Elk, Women, Horses,
Yellowstone.

The book is his lifetime collection
of stories, essays, articles, poetry,
excerpts from letters, and

AUEETH recollections.

Taylor and his wife, Meredith,
recently retired from thirty

years owning and operating

a Yellowstone back country
outfitting business. available at

amazon
)
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Mesa Verde BCH Preserving A Bit of
History - Ghapter 3!

By Tif Rodriguez

We did it! Mesa Verde BCH strikes
again. We applied for a BCHA trails
grant at the beginning of this year and
were partially successful in our ask.
The grant wasn’t quite what we were
hoping for, so we had to do some
other fundraising efforts, but despite
COVID-19 and the wonky year that is
2020, we were able to get this project
done! Our grant asked for funds to help
install a manure bin at the newly ren-
ovated Transfer Horse Camp in Man-
cos, CO on the San Juan National For-
est. For those familiar who have been
following this story, and those that are
new to the game, check out these links
for previous articles on this ongoing
project.

https://www.bcha.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2019/01/BCHA -winter-
WEB-VERSION-final-1-2-19.pdf -
Page 6

https://www.bcha.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2020/01/BCHA-winter-
WEB-VERSION-FINAL.pdf - Page 8

We ordered some concrete redi
blocks for the project. The bin will be
one block high for now. When I tell you
these blocks are heavy, that’s an under-
statement. Luckily some of our mem-
bers have some heavy-duty equipment.
Although the blocks don’t look like
much, they weigh about 1,720 pounds
each. We ordered what our agency
recommended and we picked up six.
Our agency folks met us at Transfer
and offloaded the blocks for us. They
have been incredible to work with and
are really trying to make this more of
a destination site than it already is. For
the most part, everyone is really hap-
py and impressed with the new corrals.
Some horses and their owners got to
the site to camp right before we pulled
in to unload the blocks. They couldn’t
thank all of us enough for what an awe-
some job that was and is being done.

The agency is adding two more
corrals, approximately 16 feet x 12 feet
each, one on each side of what’s there,
for those folks that have horses that
need some alone time. That will make
a total of seven corrals. Prior to the
renovation, there were three. Can you
believe it? Bryce, the FS employee in
charge of campgrounds on our district,

—
|

has been busy upgrading the camp-
ground sites. There used to be four sites
and a group picnic area. Now there will
be five sites designated for horse camp-
ing. Each site has its own fire pit and
picnic table. We are in negotiations on
maintenance of the site, with details
to be worked out. Signs have been
ordered so folks will know where the
manure bin is. Eventually a partnership
sign will also be installed, showing our
partnership with the Forest Service and
Rocky Mountain, the concessionaire
that helps manage the site.

What an accomplishment. Years in
the making and partnerships is what it’s
all about.

Some rules of the road:

» Camping in designated sites only

* No highlining or electric fence
within the campground

» Use designated corrals only

» Be sure to fill out and pay for use
of the site with the designated drop-
box

* Soon some sites will be reservable
and some first come, first serve

* Please Leave No Trace

* Please clean up after your horse
and you

* Please encourage non horse camp-
ers to use the campground across
the road for those without stock

» If the campground is full, there is
quite a lot of disbursed camping
available nearby

rope

www.saddlepalbycate.com

OUTFITTERS SUPPLY, INC

Essential Gear far the Trail

Outfitters Supply, Inc.
Columbia Falls, Montana

Outfitters 1-888-467-2256

Visit our website to see all of our products

- QuttittersSupply.com
SUPPLY PRIy

7373 Highway 2 East, Columbia Falls, MT 59912, USA

Carry it on your
saddle or wear it

yourself

1

or the Trail Season

. 18” Saw & Pruner Scabbard
Guy Miller Saddlery & Leather Goods This combination is so much more
Custom Made Cowboy Gear

Saddles e Chinks e Trail Riding Accessories than.JUSt asawand pruner. The
saw is actually an all purpose tool,
machete, brush deflector, root
remover, etc. This package is a
total trail clearing system. Custom
leather tooling options available.

BCH Special $185 + ship/tax

to place your order call

(3601 775-0943

Look us up on FaceBook
guymillersaddlery@gmail.com
Guy Miller, Port Angeles, WA 98362

Back Country Horsemen of America

www.bcha.org
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Winter Sponsorship Deadline:
December ath, 2020

BGHA Newsletter
Media Kit

Our BCHA newsletter is read by passionate trail
riders, saddle and pack stock owners, avid back
country packers and others who have an investment
in saddle and pack stock and public land manage-
ment. We serve over 13,000 members nationwide
who belong to 194 active chapters/units and affil-
iates in 31 states. Our mailing list includes mem-
bers, public land agency personnel (Forest Service,
BLM, National Parks, state land agencies), elected
officials, advertisers, other trail and horse organiza-
tions.

visit www.bcha.org for more information on
BCHA.

Display Sponsorship Rates

Newsletter Ad Size................ Price per Single Issue
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2.5inches X 2.5 INChES .....cccveeeerreeeeeenne
2.5inches x 5 inches.......
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Deborah’s specials
2.5 x 15 full right column..........cocuveeeereenrnee $175

10.5 x 3.5 full width,
across bottom of page........cceververrnnnne $175

20% bonus for sponsorships in four issues
(one year). All prices are for black and white ads.
Ask about full color prices. BCHA reserves the right
to refuse advertising space to any person or compa-
ny. All ads must be paid for before inserting in the
newsletter. The 4-issue package must be paid at
time of first insertion.

Mechanical Requirements:

Artwork is accepted in these formats: Adobe Acrobat
PDF, Photoshop JPG saved for PC format. Images
must be at a resolution of 300 pixels per inch at the
actual size used in the artwork. All ads will be black
and white unless special arrangements are made.
Note: For questions or graphic design and layout
of your ad, please contact Deborah Schatz at (406)
314-1084 or deborah.bcha@gmail.com.

Annual subscriptions for non-members are
available by sending your name,

address and $45 to:

BCHA

PO Box 1182

Columbia Falls, MT 59912-1182

or www.bcha.org
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BCH Kansas - Teaming Up for Trail Work

By Cheryl Thomas, BCHKS Secretary

In a partnership, skills and resourc-
es are pooled to advance mutual inter-
ests. In the seven years since the Kansas
chapter of BCHA was formed, many
partnerships have been created across
the state that have helped BCHKS pur-
sue its mission to keep Kansas public
trails open and assist public land man-
agers with maintenance of these trails.

The majority of Kansas public
equestrian trails and campgrounds are
developed around U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers lake projects. Several of
these lakes already had Friends’ groups
that had assumed the responsibility of
maintaining and improving trails and
campgrounds. With the formation of
BCHKS and membership in the or-
ganization, Friends’ group members
became part of a coordinated effort to
keep a consistent record of volunteer
work being done and assign a monetary
value to it. Friends’ groups partnered
with BCHKS and led to the develop-
ment of two regional BCHKS chapters,
the Sunflower Chapter and the Saddle
Ridge Chapter. BCHKS members often
work alongside park rangers and staff
when making campground and trail im-
provements.

A Kansas Horse Council board
member was one of the founding mem-
bers of BCHKS. Through his efforts,
a Memorandum of Agreement was
signed by both organizations that made
BCHKS the official trails division of
the Kansas Horse Council. The two
organizations co-sponsor several rides
each year that promote equestrian trails
on Kansas public lands. Another result
of this partnership provides BCHKS
complimentary booth space at Equi-
fest of Kansas, an annual 3-day equine
expo, reaching between 10,000-15,000
spectators each year.

Two of the founding members of
BCHKS are also board members of the
Kansas Trails Council. Through this
partnership, funding is available for
maintenance expenses. The KTC also
has equipment and several Trails in a
Box equipment trailers that have been
used at BCHKS work days. As a result
of the KTC connection, two Stihl brush
cutters were given to the Sunflow-
er BCHKS Chapter by the Lawrence
Mountain Biking Club.

In an effort to smooth over nega-
tive feelings about equine sharing trails
with bicyclists and hikers on several
rail/trails projects, Sunflower BCHKS
members joined the Kanza Rail Trails
Conservancy and worked alongside the
cyclists and hikers on clearing sections
of the Landon Trail. On several of those
work days, equestrians outnumbered
other trail users! Actively working
alongside hikers and cyclists has gone
a long way toward a mutual awareness
and understanding of sharing the Kan-
sas trail experience. Both the Landon
Trail and the Flint Hills Trail, a 117-

Endurance Ride!

Call

for a free info
packet!

American Endurance Ride Conference

AERC.org » 866-271-2372

mile trail nearing completion, are post-
ing the trail sharing signs that BCHKS
had made with funding from a BCHA
Educational Grant.

Each year, the BCHKS Volunteer
Hours Summary is shared with public
land managers and officials in Kan-
sas. These hours have been used as
the matching portion of several Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and
Tourism grants. The grants have fund-
ed the printing of the Equestrian Trails
in Kansas guidebook to trails on public
lands and the addition of shelter hous-
es to two state park equestrian camp-
grounds.

Big Hill Lake, in southeastern Kan-
sas, is managed by US Army Corps of
Engineers. Through several Handshake
Agreements with USACE, BCHKS has
provided extensive work on Big Hill
trails and has completely remapped and
re-marked the trail system. As part of
this agreement, BCHKS pledges $500
in matching funds and 200 volunteer
hours. A current project focuses on new
maps of the lake and trails; a smaller
map will be available for printed mate-
rials, and the larger map will be print-
ed on metal at the major trailheads and
include pictures and trail information.
Funding is also allocated for machine
trail clearing and maintenance and
some weed control. The park manager
has reported increased equine usage at
Big Hill and credits partners like BCHA
for the success and continued funding
of these grants. The grants recognizes
outstanding partnerships that work to

improve and protect parks and natural
resources.

The Sunflower Foundation is a
non-profit organization that partners
with communities to promote healthy
living and supports the work of lead-
ing trail organizations in Kansas.
Through this partnership, BHCKS is
invited each year to set up a display at
the Trails Appreciation Day in the ro-
tunda at the State Capitol in Topeka.
This event takes place during the active
legislative session, and representatives
of the different organizations have an
opportunity to visit with state digni-
taries and promote the value and bene-
fits of public trails in Kansas. BCHKS
has also been invited the past several
years to set up a display at the Friends
of Lawrence Area Trails reception held
annually and meet other trail advocates
in the Ne Kansas area.

Kansas has several active endur-
ance groups that are active through
AERC, MODTRA, and NATRC.
These members will often partner with
BCHKS to keep trails maintained that
are popular sites for endurance events.
Local saddle clubs also pitch in and
support trail work on the public lands
in their areas.

If ‘many hands make light work’,
the connections BCHKS has made with
other trail advocates throughout the
state have resulted in partnerships that
have benefited a variety of trail disci-
plines in Kansas.

www.bcha.org
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Getting Youth Invelved

By Greg Schatz, Chair BCHA Youth Committee
Back Country Horsemen of the Flathead, MONTANA

An old horseman Bill Dorrance once said, “What
you think your horse will do, he will.” A horse re-
flects the person riding it. I don’t train horses, I ride
horses. When I ride horses I always have a positive
mindset that allows the horse to be successful. I've
never trained a horse to cross a bridge. When I come
to a bridge, I always make sure I’m thinking that my
horse will cross that bridge. The second I think my
horse won’t cross that bridge, he won’t. You can fight
your horse all you want, but until you change your
mind, and are sure that horse will cross that bridge,
he won’t.

So now you’re wondering what this has to do
with you. The Back Country Horsemen of Montana
has always had a hard time keeping youth involved.
I believe the reason for this is that there are way too
many of us who have negative thoughts about youth.
For over 30 years, I’ve heard from members that the
reason we can’t attract youth is because the cost of
acquiring and keeping horses is too high and young
people can’t afford it. This is flat out wrong! I don’t
ever want to hear this in BCHMT circles again.

When Deborah and I were in our 20s we joined
BCH and we heard those words from members. Darn
right, we didn’t have the money the old people had.
This was our trailer (pictured above), we had five
acres with a 380 square foot cabin and an 8’ x 10’
“barn”. But you know what? We rode in the back
country.

Regardless of the nay saying members, we rode.

Then after a year or two we got a pack horse and a
three-horse trailer, more nay saying members, and
we didn’t listen to them, we packed.

About this time we went on a month long pack
trip in the Bob with one pack horse. Man, did the nay
saying members come out of the woodwork as we
were getting ready to go on our trip. But you know
what? We made the trip and had a great time. And
since then we have packed somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of 25,000 miles in the Bob.

Today I ride with young people. This past sum-
mer, everyone I rode with was under 35. You know
what? They all had horses, a truck and trailer and a
place to keep everything. Are their trucks and trailers
the same as mine? No. Are their pastures the same as
mine? No. Are their living arrangements the same as
mine? No. But they ride and pack and they’re darn
good at it.

Of course, a lifetime later, as we are setting into
retirement, we have more money to buy more stuff,
more horses, more saddles, bigger and more trailers,
more trucks, bigger house, more land and a bigger
barn. The only reason we were able to get to this
point is because we started out with that one janky
trailer and a couple of range horses who got us into
the back country. And we didn’t listen to the nay say-
ing members.

All of BCH needs to cross that bridge and change
the mindset of our members so we never think that
we can’t attract youth because the costs are too high.

WORKING WILDERNESS TRAILS

By Lorraine Farrell, BCH New Mexico Jemez Chapter

Greg is the chair of the BCHA Youth Committee.
If you would like to participate or share
your ideas with Greg, please contact him at

gregschatzbuilder@gmail.com

Mountains all white with glistening snow that covers the trails down below.
Soon Spring will arrive and melt the snow helping the streams start to flow.

As the snow slowly melts on the trails high up, trees start to show that covered them up.
The wind is unkind, but that's Nature's way; we'll chop and saw them, and pull

them away.

We pull into camp after our drive, our day to start work has finally arrived.

there's no complaining, and we'll never say no. The job must be dor

Back Country Horsemen of America

The horses get saddled, and the mules get packed, there's a trailhead to reach that we must be at.

It's been a long ride, now the trailhead’s in sight.
We start up the trail counting downed trees, hoping this job will be a breeze.
What a stroke of good luck, only six trees must be cut!

Our work for today is finally done, now back to camp to have some fun.
Just ahead and around the bend our eyes see a welcoming sight!
It's our camp’s just ahead in the fading sunlight.
Back at our camp, with backs and rears aching, there on the table is a six-pack just waiting...__

In the dark of the night a campfire glows, while the sky above puts on a great sh w.
Millions of stars gleam with light as they look down upon us in the still of. th '

We crawl into bed, and our eyes slowly close, we think of tome rro
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A note from Tif Rodriguez, BCHA's fundraising chair

As I am, are you wondering when things will be normal again? Is it possible?
Or will there be a new normal? What will that look like? Nonprofits have been
impacted nationwide and BCHA is no exception. Rest assured, members, not the
Coronavirus nor wildfires nor hurricanes will stop our commitment to you.

My apologies for being out of touch during our transition, but we kicked off
our National Public Lands Day campaign and we are excited at the prospect of
sharing why our members are passionate about their public lands. We are living
in extraordinary times, but the beauty of BCHA is that we adapt and overcome.
No matter what the picture looks like now, a month from now or a year from now,
BCHA will remain because of our work and the extraordinary commitment of our
members.

Please consider contributing to our BCHA Spur fund during our National Pub-
lic Lands Day campaign when we need it most. You can do this on our website at
bcha.org or on our Facebook page. All Spur contributions go directly and 100%
to our operating costs. Please note that President Darrell Wallace wrote to you last
issue that we’re working as lean as possible to make your dollars go further. You
can also set up a recurring donation so it’s taken out every month automatically.

As an option, you can donate to our Trails Forever Fund — 30% goes to our
BCHA Grants Committee for chapter and state trails projects. You may also want
to choose a commitment to our Legacy Fund, which is dedicated to “Keeping
Trails Open For Future Generations.” All funds accept a one-time donation or a

monthly recurring option, that ensures your impact continues all year long.
Even in these uncertain times, our work continues and your support is vital.

Thank you.

« Scan the QR code
to make a donation, or

« Visit BCHA.org to make a

one-time or recurring donation, or

« Mail your donation to:
BCHA
PO Box 1182

Columbia Falls, MT 59912-1182

+ Be sure to tag us in your social media posts

#BCHA, @BCHofAmerica

Including BCHA Legacy Fund in My

Estate Plan

By Edith Conyers, Kentucky BCH

My parents rode horses, so I am a
lifelong horse person. My father loved
the west. Many of my summers were
spent at various guest ranches in Mon-
tana, Wyoming and Colorado. My
mother loved the west as well, plus fox
hunting and trail riding in Ohio where
I grew up. I had horses in my life both
summer and winter and I rode both En-
glish and Western.

As a teenager, I took my first of
seven pack trips into the Bob Marshall
Wilderness. All seven were 8-10 day
trips and the latest one was in 2019.
That first trip certainly instilled in me a
great love for public lands, wilderness
and the trails associated with those ar-
eas.

I have been a member of BCHA
for about 15 years. Initially, I was
member of a Virginia chapter because
Kentucky did not have any chapters.
When a group of Kentucky trail riders
and volunteers decided to start a chap-
ter, I was the first president of Central
Kentucky BCH. In a few more years,
Kentucky chartered two more chapters.
I was tasked with forming a Kentucky
State BCH Organization. I became the

first president of the state organization,
KyBCH. Along with forming the first
chapter and then the state organization,
I became one of the BCHA national di-
rectors from Kentucky for quite a few
years.

Now nearing the beginning of my
octogenarian decade, I am continuing
to relish my love of the outdoors and
the opportunities that equine trails on
Public Lands have offered. I believe
in the BCHA mission. I was quite in-
volved in starting and getting the Lega-
cy Fund established. I believe strongly
that BCHA must plan for its long-term
future.

Now I will remember BCHA by in-
cluding the Legacy Fund in my estate
planning to help to keep trails open for-
ever. I hope that my Legacy gift com-
mitment will help future generations
continue to keep trails open forever.

If anyone would like to know a bit
more about my background, go here
for a radio interview: https:/www.
horseradionetwork.com/2011/11/02/
equestrian-legends-episode-9-horse-

woman-edith-conyers/

GUARDIANS
OF THE TRAILS

The guardians are those
who have named the
Legacy Fund in their will
and shared with us.

Please consider
a bequest to support the
future financial security
of BCHA.

/" 4\ M\ Contact us at
sl fundraising@bcha.org
| DACLTON Sl 1! innquirios are private and confidential
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