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Bitter Root BCH Montana Sets Record on Summer Project
By Karen Philips, Past-President

Volume 30, Issue 2 www.bcha.org Spring 2019

Bitter Root BCH members tack-
led a challenging project last summer 
when they headed up Boulder Creek 
Trail for a three-day adventure with a 
record number of horses and mules and 
a large crew of humans!  

To prepare for this endeavor, three 
members hauled certified forage seven 
miles up Boulder Creek Trail ahead of 
time for the upcoming project. They 
also cut out trees so the crew to follow 
could get to the base camp area without 
having to clear trail to get there.

On July 6, eleven members, along 
with 19 stock animals (yes, 19!), gath-
ered early and spent a couple of hours 
getting their tools and gear packed up. 
They headed up the trail aiming to set 
up camp before getting started on trail 
work. Once that was accomplished, 
they worked from Friday afternoon 

through Sunday clearing two different 
trails, from the base camp up to the 
pass at the Idaho border and to Boulder 
Lake. While there is still a good deal of 
brush encroaching on the trails, signifi-
cant alder overgrowth was removed, as 
well as all downed timber that blocked 
the trails. Here is an example of just one 
of the challenges participants faced: a 
half mile from Boulder Lake, one of 
the crews had to chop out a three-foot-
deep snow and ice drift that completely 
blocked the trail. Members used an ax 
to cut the drift into blocks, then lifted 
the blocks and rolled them clear of the 
trail and the trail switchbacks below. 
Wow! Total trail mileage cleared on 
this project was 11.5 very tough miles.

Meanwhile, back down at the trail-
head and the adjacent horse camp, an-
other crew cleared debris from around 

hitch rails, removed manure from the 
parking area and cleared and marked 
the stock watering trail located near the 
horse camp. On Sunday afternoon, they 
welcomed back the tired and thirsty 
trail crew with much-appreciated bev-
erages and watermelon. 

What a great job accomplished by 

an outstanding group, led by project 
leader Dan Brandborg!

After the Boulder Creek trail proj-
ect last summer, member Bonnie Mor-
gan donated a water pump to John Ren-
ner as a gift to honor him for his great 
work on that challenging project.  

Above: John Renner at Boulder Lake. Right: Kathy Stroppel-Holl and Julie Schram lead the crew from 
the trailhead.
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Interested in Joining?
Contact BCHA or the organization nearest you for 

more information.

Your Help Needed to Keep Federal Agency Trail Budgets 
Intact

Spring marks the time of year when Congress sorts out 
the federal budget, including funding of the federal land man-
agement agencies, for the forthcoming fiscal year. Budget-
ing is for Fiscal Year 2020 (FY’20) which begins on October 
1, 2019. BCHA members play an important role to support 
national trails coalition efforts. Over the years, our work has 
been vital to keep agency recreation- and trails-related bud-
gets relatively stable despite recent and drastic proposals for 
budget cuts. Once again, maintaining or increasing agency 
trail budgets in FY’20 will prove challenging, particularly 
for the U.S. Forest Service. 

Recreational use of trails throughout the National For-
est System is at an all-time high. The trail system on U.S. 
national forests comprises over 157,000 miles of motorized 
and non-motorized trails and serves more than 50 million 
visitors annually. Well-maintained trails are vital to the U.S. 
economy and the health and mental wellbeing of its citizen-
ry.

Yet, as BCHA volunteers know all too well, more trails 
are being closed or growing in naturally as a result of ne-
glect, the absence of resources to properly maintain trails, 
and increasingly severe natural events that either block trails 
or make them hazardous for travel (e.g., drought, fire, insect 
disease, wind throw, floods and hurricanes). 

It’s for these reasons that BCHA and its partners worked 
many years to encourage Congress to pass the 2016 National 
Forest System Trails Stewardship Act (PL 114-245). It re-
quires the agency to develop a strategy, and the necessary 
procedures and oversight, in order to significantly increase 
the role of volunteers and partners in National Forest System 
trail maintenance. While BCHA volunteers and our partners 
are up for the challenge, we can’t reverse the well-docu-
mented trail maintenance backlog if the U.S. Forest Service 
continues to experience either stagnant or declining appro-
priations from Congress. 
Forest Service Trails Budget Could Disappear if Con-
gress Doesn’t Act

Remarkably, the Department of Agriculture recent-
ly hinted it might eliminate a number of line items among 
the Forest Service budget in order to provide greater dis-
cretion and flexibility to regional foresters in terms of how 
they direct funds that come from the Washington DC Office 
(WO). One budget line item that might be on the chopping 
block in FY’20 is Construction and Maintenance-Trails (or 
CMTL). If CMTL was to be eliminated, it would come in 
the form of budget instructions that are sent each year from 
the WO to regional foresters after Congress has passed, and 
the President signed, the appropriations bill that covers Inte-
rior, Environment and Related Agencies (the Forest Service 
is considered a “related agency” during the appropriations 
process).

BCHA and its partners currently are working with sena-
tors and representatives among the Appropriations commit-
tees to make the case for retaining the Forest Service CMTL 
budget line item, including how budget instructions are con-
veyed from the WO to regional foresters. We seek increased 
transparency and accountability in the trails budget at a time 
when both Congress (via the 2016 Trails Stewardship Act) 
and the Administration (through the Forest Service’s new 
10-Year Sustainable Trails Stewardship Challenge) have 
made a commitment to improve the situation with respect to 
forest trail maintenance and upkeep. In the absence of such 
transparency, would it be realistic for BCHA and its part-
ners to even continue to advocate for increased trails-related 
funding for the agency—if the WO were to signal to regional 
foresters via budget instructions that they could apply funds 
otherwise earmarked for trails to any programs they chose?
Forest Service Must be Included in Two Popular Bills 
that Address Agency Maintenance Backlogs

In February, the Senate reintroduced much needed leg-
islation (S. 500) intended to address the growing facilities 
maintenance backlog, including roads and trails, throughout 
our national parks. The House of Representatives reintro-
duced a similar bill the following month (HR 1225) that, in 
addition to the National Park Service, included other De-
partment of Interior agencies like the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. These bills 
carried strong bipartisan support among Congress last year, 
but were not put to a floor vote by the time the 115th Con-
gress wrapped up at the end of 2018.

Both bills are intended to provide up to $1.3 billion a 
year over five years to address the maintenance backlog 
throughout Department of Interior-managed public lands. 

Yet, as was the case last year, the significant maintenance 
backlog needs of the U.S. Forest Service (which falls under 
the Department of Agriculture) remain ignored. BCHA and 
its partners will again push hard to include the U.S. Forest 
Service among these popular and much-needed bills. But we 
need your help. 

BCHA Members Can Make a Difference 
Please contact your members of Congress today to re-

quest that the U.S. Forest Service be included in the biparti-
san and widely supported S. 500, Restore Our Parks Act, and 
HR 1225, Restore Our Parks and Public Lands Act. We’ve 
found that constituent phone calls to both the local (district) 
office and to your member of Congress’ Washington DC of-
fice are more effective than either emails or letters sent via 
the U.S. Postal Service. 

Talking points to use during your phone call can be as 
simple as:

• “I’d like to leave a message for my senator/represen-
tative.”

• “I’m a constituent who lives in (name). I’m a vol-
unteer/officer of Back Country Horsemen of (state or chap-
ter).”

• [If you’re contacting a U.S. senator:] “I support S. 
500, the Restore Our Parks Act. However, I ask that the sen-
ator seek to expand the list of agencies who would benefit, 
to include not only those listed for HR 1225, but to also add 
the U.S. Forest Service and the Department of Agriculture.”

• [If you’re contacting a U.S. representative:] “I sup-
port HR 1225, the Restore Our Parks and Public Lands Act. 
However, I ask that my representative seek to add the U.S. 
Forest Service and the Department of Agriculture among the 
Act’s beneficiaries.” 

• [If you want to include justification, you might fur-
ther state:] 

 “The Forest Service manages the largest trail 
system in the country with 157,000 miles of trails.”
 “Its trail maintenance backlog was well doc-

umented in a 2013 report by the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO-13-618). Yet little has been done 
since and the backlog continues to grow, preventing 
public access to our national forests.”
 “Plus, Congress in 2016 passed the National 

Forest System Trails Stewardship Act as one approach 
using volunteers and partners to address the trail mainte-
nance backlog. But we can’t do it alone.” 
 “That’s why the Forest Service must be in-

cluded in any bill that’s intended to address maintenance 
backlogs throughout our national parks.”
• “Thank you. A phone number I can be reached at 

is…”
Contact Information for Congress
 Contact information for your U.S. representative can 

be found by going here. In case the link is broken, copy and 
paste or type this into your browser https://www.house.gov/
representatives/find-your-representative
 Contact information for your U.S. senators can be 

found here. If the link is broken, copy and past or type this 
URL into your browser https://www.senate.gov/general/
contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm

BCHA members who reside in the following states, your 
member(s) of Congress sit on the Appropriations Interi-
or, Environment and Related Agencies Subcommittee that 
has oversight of federal land management agency budgets. 
Please reach out to them, as their role is critical to our re-
quest.

House of Representatives: MN, WA, NY, MA, IL, NJ, 
MI, OH, ID, UT, NV (see listing here). Or copy and paste 
this link into your browser https://appropriations.house.
gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-relat-
ed-agencies-116th-congress

Senate: AK, NM, TN, MO, KY, WV, MS, MT, FL, 
CA, VT, RI, MT, OR, MD (see listing here). You can also 
copy and paste this link into your browser or search engine 
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/subcommittees/
interior-environment-and-related-agencies
Thank You for Your Prompt Action

Congress plays an important role in ensuring that the 
federal agencies receive sufficient funding for the public’s 
continued access, use and enjoyment of public lands. One 
way this is accomplished is for BCHA members to convey 
to their members of Congress that it must adequately fund 
trails on public lands in order to ensure that they are safe, 
accessible and well-maintained. 

Public Lands Update
By Director of Public Lands and Recreation, Randy Rasmussen

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
https://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-116th-congress
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-116th-congress
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-116th-congress
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies
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BCHA Mission Statement
1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment 

of horses in America’s back country and wilderness 
areas.

2.  To work to insure that public lands remain open to 
recreational use.

3. To assist the various government and private agencies 
in their maintenance and management of said 
resource.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation 
in the wise and sustaining use of the back country 
resource by horsemen and the general public 
commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state 
Back Country Horsemen’s organizations.

View from the Chairman’s Saddle
By Freddy Dunn, BCHA National Chairman

• Easy to use, economical panniers are ideal for packing average-sized loads
 • Contoured sides fit properly on horse or mule without pressure points
 • Meets all USFS & IGBC requirements for bear-resistant storage containers

We offer a wide selection of soft-sided panniers as well!

TrailMAX™ Saddle Panniers

OUTFITTERS SUPPLY, INC

TrailMAX™ Bear Proof Pack Panniers 

Built for a lifetime of hard use; we handcraft these 
in Montana using Hermann Oak Old World Harness 
leather with rolled breeching and breastcollar 
and our TrailMax Decker pack trees with 
stainless steel arches. Several styles 
of Decker and sawbuck pack saddles 
available.

Outfitters Supply Pack Saddles

TrailMAX™ Scabbards

TrailMAX™ Saddlebags
Outfitters Supply has become the leader in equestrian saddlebag design 
and manufacturing. Why? Because we have used, repaired and sold 
saddlebags for 30 years. We design our saddlebags to ensure that they 
(1) do not shift or slap the horse, (2) easily store lightweight gear for any 
length ride,  (3) would last just as long as our desire to ride down the trail.

Contact Us for a Catalog & Dealer List

1-888-467-2256 
www.OutfittersSupply.com 
7373 US Highway 2 East, Columbia Falls, MT 59912

We also proudly carry quality gear from:

Essential Gear for the Trail

Premium leather hobbles, scabbards and tack, proudly made in Montana

BCHA – Who are we?
Always strive to be the one that others set their standards by.
After earning my business degree at Michigan State University, I went 

through the full-year Hyatt Hotels’ management training program.  Each time I 
left one property to transfer to another, I received a picture of the hotel with the 
management staff autographs on the matting.  The phrase above is what one of 
the hotel general managers wrote to me.  I’ve never forgotten it.  

As I enter my last couple of months as the chairman of BCHA, I am humbled 
by how much time, energy and commitment our states, chapters, and individual 
members give to this organization.  We are unique.  We are a huge organization 
of grassroots volunteers across America, driven by our love for our horses, our 
trails and our public lands.  During these last couple of years, we have regained 
and maintained high standards for our organization.  We are an organization of 
diverse and multiple leaders representing the equine trail community protecting 
and maintaining our access to our public land.  

Many hands make light work.  No truer words were ever spoken.  Over the 
past couple of years, we’ve ensured the organization is strengthened through the 
work driven by our committees.  Education, Expansion, Fundraising, Grants, 
Media/Marketing, Membership, Public Lands, Public Liaison, Volunteer Hours.  
These committee chairmen and their committees work year ‘round to benefit 
BCHA and our member organizations.  I can’t give these folks enough credit!  
They are the operating arm – the ones who are fulfilling the needs of our mem-
ber organizations – our states.  Our strategic plan and our business plan revolve 
around these committees’ work. 

We also need to recognize our staff.  Randy Rasmussen, who is our director 
of public lands and recreation, is a constant face for BCHA.  Randy has repre-
sented us for many years now and has created and maintained alliances that will 
last for years to come.  Partnerships are the key for the future and Randy’s hard 
work to create and maintain these alliances will serve us well.   

Mainspring, LLC is our management company.  Erica Fearn has worked 
tirelessly to promote and maintain the day to day operations of BCHA.  Has this 
been seamless?  No.  But what partnership ever is? Nevertheless, I truly believe 
that Erica and her company have our best interests at heart and will continue to 
support and partner with BCHA into the future.  

BCHA is certainly the go-to equine organization for land mangers these 
days.  It’s been quite a while since we’ve heard from one of our members that 
the local land manager was unfamiliar with BCHA and our work.  Randy’s last 
visit to Washington DC confirmed this when the Chief of the Forest Service cut 
off his introduction by saying she knew quite well who BCHA was and the good 
work we do!

Lastly, my thanks to my Executive Committee:  Vice Chairman Darrell Wal-
lace (WA), Treasurer Sherry Copeland (MO), Ginny Grulke (KY), Yvette Rollins 
(IN), Mark Himmel (MT), Current Past Chairman Don Saner (WY), Past BCHA 
Chairman Mike McGlenn (WA), and Becky Kreuger (MO).  These people were 
the guiding hands. They were the group that discussed, agreed, disagreed, chal-
lenged and encouraged me.  From some of my management training with Hyatt 
Hotels, I know for sure that a group of well-informed people will ALWAYS and 
consistently make better decisions than any single individual.  

Who is BCHA?  The ones that others set their standards by. I’m proud to be 
part of BCHA.  Thank you for allowing me to serve.  

Sincerely,
Freddy Dunn

http://www.outfitterssupply.com
http://natrc.org
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Trailheads    Museum    Lodging    Dining    Rodeo    Entertainment

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen 
of Northwest WY would like to 

share our portion of paradise with  
the world-wide equine community. 

Having just celebrated our 25th anniversary as caretakers of equine trails in 
the Shoshone National Forest, we want to welcome you to America’s first national 
forest, a premier equine destination. It was and still is affectionately known as the 
“horse forest.” It consists of 1,389 miles of non-mechanized trails winding through 
1.4 million acres, 56% of which is designated wilderness area.  

The Cody, WY area has trailheads, trails and scenery that will make your vacation 
unforgettable, and is the gateway to Yellowstone National Park. Cody is centrally 
located to experience western hospitality at its finest. The Buffalo Bill Center of the 
West (a Smithsonian Affiliate consisting of five museums of western history at a 
single location), nightly rodeos, dining, lodging, entertainment, and western culture 
all await you in Park County, WY.

Please go to our website at https://shoshonebch.org for more information 
on Shoshone Back Country Horsemen and our efforts to preserve this great heritage. 
Travel the trails less traveled and pack out the experience of a lifetime along with 
what you packed in. 

 

For additional information on Shoshone National Forest:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/shoshone
For more information on the Cody, WY area:
 http://www.codyyellowstone.org

IN COOPERATION WITH THE PARK COUNTY TRAVEL COUNCIL

Shoshone 
National Forest

the “horse forest” 
adjoining Yellowstone

When the Wind Blows
By Jeff Blake, Buffalo River BCH Arkansas

It sure seems like Mother Nature 
has overworked herself causing prob-
lems for trail users of all types.  Major 
wildfires followed by floods and wind 
storms have devastated many parts of 
the country.  Along the beautiful Buf-
falo National River in north central 
Arkansas, we had an incredible wind 
storm late in November of 2018.  About 
1 1/2 miles from the Gilbert Trailhead 
going downriver, the windstorm ended 
any possibility of riding or hiking.  I 
counted 234 downed trees, mostly pine, 
ranging from approximately nine to 24 
inches in diameter blocking the trail.  
This didn’t include the various large 
branches.  This area of the trail is on the 
top of one of the many high bluffs with 
outstanding views of the Buffalo River 
Valley.  It is likely that the geology in 
that particular location helped to cause 
the wind shear that dropped the trees.

The Gilbert Trail is in the Lower 
Buffalo Chapter area but the damage 
was so extensive that our chapter could 
not handle the project by ourselves.  
Chapter President Bill Kenter contact-
ed Dan Jackson from the Buffalo Na-
tional Park for assistance.  They agreed 
upon a plan for the Park Service fire 
crews to do the major chain saw work 
and the BCHA chapters would do the 
clearing.  

After we received word that the 
cutting had been completed, several 
of us took a ride on the trail to scope 
out the work day.  Ouch!!! Up until 
this time, I had not seen the damage.  
I was shocked by the size of the dam-
aged area and the amount of material 
we would have to remove.  Bill set the 
time for the work day and we posted 
the information about types of tools 
we thought we would need.  After one 
weather delay, we went to work on 

January 5, a beautiful 
winter day that was in 
the mid fifty degrees.

Turning off of 
Highway 65 into the 
parking lot, it was ob-
vious that parking was 
getting limited.  When 
the call goes out, BCH 
people respond.  We 
ended up with 15 
members along with 
two new, and possible 
future, members.

All of the large 
saws and timber jacks 
were packed on my 
wife’s mule Sully.  We 
gathered for the safe-
ty meeting and then 
were off for the ride to 
the work site.  Once at 
the site, we found two 
of our members had 
hiked in, as they live 
reasonably close. We 
distributed the tools 
and split into groups.  
With the great weath-
er, everybody was in excellent spirits 
and within four-and-one-half hours, 
nineteen of us cleared all of the nearly 
one mile of trail.

What a project.  Considering the 
cutting that the NPS crew did and what 
our folks did, there were in excess of 
1800 chain saw cuts and hundreds 
more branch lopper cuts made to clear 
the trail.  This project is just another 
wonderful example of what can be ac-
complished when BCH members and 
National Park Service staff work to-
gether for the common good.

THANKS TO EVERYBODY IN-
VOLVED. 
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So, horsemen are being marginalized in your area? 
Three words: Advocate - Educate – Populate
By Deirdre Perot, Back Country Horsemen of NC, Public Lands Representative

Advocate
Something we do pretty well is 

work on trails! 
Something a bit more of a chal-

lenge is the commitment to attend pub-
lic meetings during planning phases of 
recreation projects and management 
plans.

Educate
Earn certifications for saw, trail 

builder, trail work.
Mitigate trail user conflicts and 

demonstrate how to play nice with oth-
ers.

Populate
Get out on that trail, use that trail-

head, get your places on the map.
Mentor other riders to learn your 

trails, how to camp, and leave no trace.

Advocate
BCH chapters and members are 

great trail workers. We’ve been doing 
it for years. But sometimes we fail to 
get our hours recorded, which means 
the agencies don’t realize we did the 
work. Make sure that you get credit for 
all the work you are doing and submit 
your hours using the appropriate form 
https://www.bcha.org/getting-involved/vol-
unteering/hours/. 

Multiply your efforts by working 
with the other user groups. Carry the 
hiker’s tools out for them. Make sure 
the agencies know you’re doing this, 
too. Arrange an article in the local pa-
per about this partnership.

Plan to attend all public meetings 
for public lands that concern your 
trails. Speak out. Let land managers 
know you care. Managers often gauge 
resources by the level of public engage-
ment. If you aren’t there, they can for-
get that horsemen treasure these land-
scapes. Show up and ask how you can 
be part of the solution to ensuring con-
tinued access by horsemen and women.

Plan to have representation at the 
beginning of agency projects and ask to 
have recreational access be considered 
as part of any public lands proposal. 

Educate
Educate yourself. Make sure that 

you (and your chapter members) are 
well versed in the best practices for 
managing your current trails and do-
ing any work that can help open up 
new trails/trailheads. Get chain saw, 
crosscut saw, first aid, and CPR cer-
tifications. Get trail builder certified. 
Get Leave No Trace certified. Be in-
the-know prior to any new trails be-
ing built. Then, make sure that multi-
use best practices are used to lay out 
multi-use trails (think about the speed 
a mountain bike will have on a banked 
turn vs a climbing turn downhill). 

Many resource documents are 
available from BCHA. See the mem-
bership resources page of the BCHA 
website.

Educate your horse. Bikes can be 
very scary for horses but you can do 
some pre-work to get them used to 
bike traffic before you hit a trail where 
bikes will be present. Carry treats and 

ask others (biker/hiker/fisherman with 
a scary rod/backpacker with a scary 
pack) to offer the treat to your horse. 

If you have mountain bike races in 
your area, contact the organizer. Ex-
plain you are concerned about safety. 
Ask for their routes and dates of races. 
Volunteer to post alerts for your chapter 
and other equestrians in the area. Make 
sure you understand their policies about 
interaction with other trail users during 
the race. What reporting protocol do 
they have for user conflicts? 

Populate
Agencies will be more responsive 

to your requests for access if you can 
show that you are using the area, even 
if accessing your favorite trails is diffi-
cult. An example is having a volunteer 
to bring stock and riders up to a trail-
head and drop them off, when there’s 
no trailer parking available. Document 
this with photos and share them with 
agency recreational staff.

Know the NVUM (National Vis-
itor User Monitoring) numbers for 
your area (for the Forest Service). The 
agency sometimes uses these figures 
to determine recreational demand and 
where they will spend the limited dol-
lars. If you agree with the numbers, 
great. If not, try to quantify your use 
in the area in other ways, such as work 
hours. The key is to demonstrate that 
equestrians continue to use the trails.

Mentor others that might not be 
familiar with your area, to get them 
out there, too. Track your trails using 
GPS or other smart phone apps and 
make trail maps available to others on 
social media, at meetings, and to share 
with agency personnel. In other words, 
make your presence and your prefer-
ences well known. 

Above all, smile! Remember, this 
is our recreation. Interaction with our 
fellow trail users should be a good ex-
perience for all. 

My Adventure as a Camp Cook and Host
By Kari Schiffman, Bitter Root Back Country Horsemen, Bitterroot Valley, Montana

Jeff Halligan, executive director 
of the Idaho Trails Association, was 
guest speaker at our monthly meeting 
in April of 2018 He described some of 
the work projects he was scheduling 
for their organization. I was fortunate 
enough to volunteer for the camp cook/
host position at the Cooper Flats week 
one project.

Cooper Flats is up the West Fork 
to Paradise, and then up the White Cap 
Creek Trail. The trail is nine miles long 
with very few elevation changes. It is in 
good condition, as it used by outfitters 
and others. ITA had all the gear packed 
into the cabin by the USFS pack string 
of six mules in two trips. 

The work project was the Vance 
Point Trail which was a challenging 
job for the seven volunteers. They had 
three miles of trail to maintain with an 
incline of 3,000 feet. The crew leader 
Clem had a Forest Service career of 
over 40 years in the trails division and 
was knowledgeable and so willing to 
teach about the goals of trail mainte-
nance for future use. It may have been 

30 years since any maintenance had 
been done on that trail.

I was able to use the Cooper Flat 
Cabin as the cook house and gathering 
place for the volunteers. I was quite 
impressed with the acknowledgment of 
the Bitter Root Back Country Horse-
men’s contribution to rebuilding the 
cabin in 1998-2000. I did notice that 
the cabin needed a few minor repairs 
and could use a little TLC. Also, the 
second group in week two of the ITA 
project had planned to do as much work 
as possible on Cooper Point Trail #23. I 
imagine that there may need to be some 
more work on that trail in the future. I 
am hoping to do some other volunteer 
work in the future.

It was hot, the bees were abundant 
as well as the biting horse flies and 
mosquitoes, the grocery supply was a 
little shy, it rained, it thundered, and 
lightning hit with a strike and fire. The 
smoke jumpers landed in camp—never 
a dull moment—and I laughed think-
ing things haven’t really changed when 
you work in the backcountry. 

Some of you know that when I was 
in my twenties, my job was that of a trail 
blazer in Eastern Oregon. I did primar-
ily new construction into the Malheur 
National Forest, but I did some main-
tenance in the Strawberry Wilderness 
too. That experience was one of the 
greatest events in my life. I was young, 
strong and determined. I was fortunate 
enough to get to work alongside my 
brother, which made it even better. So, 
this experience at Cooper Flats evoked 
all sorts of memories and emotions

https://www.bcha.org/getting-involved/volunteering/hours/
https://www.bcha.org/getting-involved/volunteering/hours/
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The Public Lands Committee of 
Back Country Horsemen of America 
is going through a makeover and needs 
your help. We want to do a better job 
of helping the states understand and 
deal with public lands issues. To ac-
complish this, we are breaking up the 
United States into five regions. Part of 
the reason is to facilitate a working re-
lationship among states in each region. 
State members in each region likely 
have similar problems and successes 
with your public land managers. 

If you haven’t already done so, 
please provide the contact information 
for your public lands chair or your state 
president/chairman. By working to-
gether, we believe we can accomplish 
great things for equestrians. Below 
is an outline of how the reorganized 
Public Lands Committee will function. 
Please contact me by phone (971)-645-
3593 or e-mail mulepacker@canby.
com. I look forward to working with 
you. 
Role of the BCHA Public 
Lands Committee 

1. The Public Lands Committee 
exists to work on public land issues 
as they pertain to the five principles of 
BCHA. 

2. The Public Lands Committee 
will assist the BCHA state organiza-
tions when called upon to help with 
public lands issues. Public lands are 
defined as all publicly owned lands not 
just federally managed lands. 

3. The Public Lands Committee 
will provide the state organizations 
with the resources and education to 
help them better understand how to 

deal with public land issues. 
4. The Public Lands Committee 

will promote cooperation with all pub-
lic land managers, as well as with those 
organizations with whom we share a 
common interest. 

5. The committee shall help 
screen issues coming from states and 
recommend those issues that could 
have regional or national precedence or 
require response from the national or-
ganization and pass those issues on to 
the Director of Public Lands and Rec-
reation. 
How the BCHA Public Lands 
Committee is Organized 

1. Communication is very import-
ant for the public lands committee to be 
successful. 

2. There shall be one chairman of 
the public lands committee, who is re-
sponsible for the functions and duties 
outlined in Governing Policies 4.12.7. 

3. The chairman of the Public 
Lands Committee and the Director of 
Public Lands and Recreation will work 
together to ensure that the Public Lands 
Committee is working to best serve the 
members of BCHA. 

4. The United States shall be bro-
ken into regions. The regions will be 
primarily based on Forest Service Re-
gions but other factors will be consid-
ered. 

5. Each region shall have a chair. 
The regional chairs will report to the 
chair. The states in each region shall 
have at least one member each on their 
regional public lands committee. Each 
region shall work with its members on 
local and regional public lands issues. 

6. Each month the regional pub-
lic lands chairs will meet with the 
BCHA Public Lands Committee chair 
on a conference call. The purpose of 
the meeting is for the regional chairs 
to share what is going on in their re-
gions with each other and to influence 
as a group which items BCHA should 
be handling as opposed to being tak-
en care of at the local level. It also is a 
time for the BCHA public lands chair 
to share with the regional chairs what 
is going on with public lands that they 
should be aware of and pass on to the 
rest of their committee. Communica-
tion is everything. 

7. Regional public lands groups 
are encouraged to meet on a monthly 
basis. 

8. A member of the Public Lands 
Committee does not have to be a mem-
ber of the BCHA National Board. 
Starting Point for Splitting 
BCHA into Regions 

Far West Region - WA, OR, ID, 
CA, AK 

South West Region – _NV, UT, AZ, 
NM 

Rocky Mountain Region – _MT, 
CO, ND, SD, WY 

North East Region – _MO, IA, KS, 
MN, WI, IL, MI, IN, NY 

South East Region – _AL, GA, FL, 
SC, NC, VA, TN, KY, AR 

This is just a starting point for the 
regions. Any state may decide to par-
ticipate in a different region contiguous 
to itself. This is a living list and may be 
changed at any time.

Changes to the BCHA Public Lands Committee
By BCHA Public Lands Committee Chairman Jerry Bentz

Chair
Ms Freddy Dunn
bchachairman@bcha.org
Vice Chair
Darrell Wallace
vchairman@bcha.org
Treasurer
Sherry Copeland
treasurer@bcha.org
Past Chair
Donald Saner
sanerent@gmail.com
Executive Committee
EC@bcha.org
Mark Himmel
Ginny Grulke
Mike McGlenn
Becki Krueger
Yvette Rollins

Director of Public Lands 
and Recreation
Randy Rasmussen
wildernessadvisor@bcha.org
Executive Administrator
Erica Fearn, CAE
59 Rainbow Road
East Granby, CT 06026
860-586-7540
efearn@BCHA.org
Committees:

Education
Craig Allen
education@bcha.org
Expansion
Truman Prevatt
expansion@bcha.org
Funding
Ginny Grulke
fundraising@bcha.org
Grants Committee
Karen Saner
grants@bcha.org
Media and Marketing/Facebook
Mark Himmel
markahimmel@gmail.com
Membership
Darrell Wallace
vchairman@bcha.org
Public Lands
Jerry Benz
publiclands@bcha.org

Public Liaison/Advocacy Partners
Don Saner
publicLiaison@bcha.org
Volunteer Hours
Leann Sahagun
volunteer@bcha.org
Web Masters
Marty DeVall and Mark Himmel
web@bcha.org

Annual subscriptions for non-members are 
available by sending your name, address 
and $45 to:
BCHA
59 Rainbow Road
East Granby, CT 06026
Or purchase subscription online at 
www.BCHA.org
Subscription or Address Corrections to:
Erica Fearn
Association Administrator BCHA
860-586-7540
1-800-893-5161
FAX: 860-586-7550
efearn@bcha.org

Managing Editor
Sherry Jennings
PO Box 305
East Olympia WA 98540-0305
newsletter@bcha.org
Advertising
To place an ad in the BCHA quarterly newsletter, 
please contact Deborah Schatz (406) 314-1084
deborah.bcha@gmail.com

BCHA Officers, Chairs
and Staff

The Trail’s End Chapter of Back 
Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCH-
MO) was awarded the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation (MDC) For-
estry Division’s Outstanding Partner of 
the Year Award at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Conference 
held on February 5, 2019.  The award 
was presented in recognition of the 
chapter’s volunteer work at Big Buffa-
lo Creek Conservation Area.

Trail’s End chapter leader Staci 
Harrison, along with assistant chapter 
leader Dale Yelton and his wife Liz, ac-
cepted the award on behalf of the chap-
ter.  Presenting the award were MDC 
staff: Forestry Management Chief John 
Tuttle, Forestry Regional Supervisor 
Mark Nelson, and Forester II Jake Wil-
lard.

At the awards ceremony Willard re-
marked, “The Trail’s End Chapter has 
shown amazing dedication to assisting 
with projects on Big Buffalo Creek 
Conservation Area in Benton and Mor-
gan counties.  On average, the Trail’s 
End Chapter organizes three work days 

BCH of Missouri Trail’s End Chapter Receives Conservation Award
By Paula Hull

in this area each year.  Generally, a fair 
number of people show up, all the way 
from little kids to adults.  In 2018, the 
chapter held two work days, donated 
a total of 55 hours of labor, a picnic 
table and a hitching rail.  Their work 
included trail maintenance, removal 
of barbed wire fencing, and installa-
tion of the picnic table and the hitching 
rail.  Their volunteer hours for the year 
can be equated to time saved for MDC 
staff.  Their work has had a tremendous 
impact on lessening the work load of 
the Department’s work team, freeing 
them to complete other tasks.  Projects 
that would take many days to complete 
are completed quickly and efficiently 
in a single day during one of the chap-
ter’s work days.”

Willard continued, “The chapter 
is also a great avenue for promoting 
the outdoor recreational opportunities 
present at Big Buffalo Creek CA. This 
has been very evident in equestrian 
use on the area. Use of the large trail 
network on the area has increased over 
the last several years largely due to the 

group promoting the area.  The work 
that the chapter completes improves 
the quality of the resource and the ex-
perience for all the other users.  In all 
interactions with the group, members 
have exhibited an exceptionally posi-
tive attitude and worked very hard re-
gardless of the task.  Children are pres-
ent at every work day and each work 
day is like a family event.  This group’s 
commitment to improving public re-
sources is very commendable.”

The Trail’s End Chapter has about 
20 members.  “Sometimes volunteers 
from Whiteman Air Force Base join us 
on workdays, and we have anywhere 
from eight to 18 participating,” said 
Harrison.  “What we are really trying 
to do is recruit folks.  You don’t even 
need a horse!  It’s an opportunity for 
families to come together to volunteer.  
Nowadays, not a whole lot of people 
like to be outside,” she added.  “It’s 
nice to breathe the fresh air and have 
fellowship outside.”  

 

mailto:mulepacker@canby.com
mailto:mulepacker@canby.com
mailto:bchachairman@bcha.org
mailto:vchairman@bcha.org
mailto:treasurer@bcha.org
mailto:sanerent@gmail.com
mailto:EC@bcha.org
mailto:wildernessadvisor@bcha.org
mailto:efearn@BCHA.org
mailto:education@bcha.org
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mailto:markahimmel@gmail.com
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mailto:web@bcha.org
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The BCHA Legacy Fund, which 
is a long-term endowment fund, was 
established to ensure a strong, solid 
financial base for BCHA now and in 
the future. Funds support our mission 
including volunteerism, education, and 
advocacy.  

During the first four months – our 
kickoff phase – we’ve received over 
$35,000 in pledges to the Legacy Fund. 
Thank you to all the generous BCHA 
members who believe in sustaining 
BCHA over the long haul and well into 

TESTIMONIALS

After becoming aware of this program, I felt deeply compelled to do SOMETHING to 
make a difference.  The contribution as memorial was a key factor.  The opportunity 
to honor both my husband, Ed Copeland founding member of BCHMO, coupled with 
helping secure BCHA’s mission and values for future generations is a legacy of which I 
am proud to support.

Marsha Copeland
Back Country Horsemen of Missouri

My family and I have been deeply involved with BCHA for over 33 years.  BCHA is an 
organization that we have supported physically and financially.  It is with great enthu-
siasm that I embrace the new BCHA Legacy Fund program as a way for BCHA to con-
tinue on into the future for our kids and grandkids to have the trails into the outdoors 
accessible for use by all.  We have made a donation to assist getting this fund up and 
running.  We are in this for the long haul and believe this fund will be a major factor in 
BCHA’s future stability.  It is my hope that you all will feel the same way.

Mike McGlenn
Back Country Horsemen of Washington

Most of my riding circle of friends are professional folks who worked hard all our lives, 
and have gotten to the age where we are ready to enjoy things.  We want to get out 
with the animals we love and the nature we love. 

Keeping equine access to public lands is important, especially for our youth and future 
generations. The Legacy fund ensures that BCHA will be there fighting for equine ac-
cess for my grandkids and their kids.

I donated to the Legacy fund because I want to support BCHA in the long term. BCHA 
does an outstanding job on public lands; adding a little cash to that effort through the 
Legacy Fund will make sure it continues.

Roy Cornett
Kentucky Back Country Horsemen

Legacy Fund Off to a Roaring Start
By Ginny Grulke

the future. Keeping BCHA healthy and 
sustainable is an important goal for us 
all.

There are a number of ways to do-
nate to Legacy Fund, including check 
or credit card, appreciated stocks or 
bonds, IRA distributions, life insurance 
assignments.  You may want to give 
now or setup a bequest in your estate. 
You can also give your donation in me-
moriam for a spouse or friend whom 
you know was a passionate advocate of 
trails and who gave unselfishly of their 

time to help BCHA succeed.
Everyone who donates will be a 

member of the BCHA Legacy Society. 
Anyone who donates $1,000 or more 
by Dec. 31, 2019 will be a permanent 
BCHA Legacy Founding Member.

You may pay in installments if that 
suits your budget better than a single 
donation.

For more details or to make a 
pledge, please contact Erica Fearn at 
erica@bcha.org or at 860-586-7540.

Summer Sponsorship 
Deadline: June 5th, 2019

BCHA Newsletter
Media Kit
Our BCHA newsletter is read by passionate trail 
riders, saddle and pack stock owners, avid back 
country packers and others who have an invest-
ment in saddle and pack stock and public land 
management. We serve over 13,000 members 
nationwide who belong to 194 active chapters/
units and affiliates in 31 states. Our mailing list 
includes members, public land agency person-
nel (Forest Service, BLM, National Parks, state 
land agencies), elected officials, advertisers, 
other trail and horse organizations. 
Visit www.bcha.org for more information 
on BCHA.

Display Sponsorship Rates
Newsletter Ad Size .........Price per Single Issue

One column wide (W x H)
2.5 inches x 2.5 inches ................................$55
2.5 inches x 5 inches. ..................................$95
2.5 inches x 10 inches ...............................$135

Two columns wide (W x H)
5 inches x 2.5 inches ...................................$95
5 inches x 5 inches ....................................$135
5 inches x 10 inches. .................................$235

Half page (W x H)
5.25 inches x 15 inches (vertical) ..............$365
10.5 inches x 7.5 inches (horizontal) .........$365

Full page (W x H)
10.5 inches x 15 inches .............................$720

Deborah’s specials
2.5 x 15 full right column ............................$175
10.5 x 3.5 full width,
           across bottom of page ....................$175

20% bonus for sponsorships in four issues
(one year). All prices are for black and white 
ads. Ask about full color prices. BCHA reserves 
the right to refuse advertising space to any per-
son or company. All ads must be paid for before 
inserting in the newsletter. The 4-issue package 
must be paid at time of first insertion.

Mechanical Requirements:
Artwork is accepted in these formats: Adobe Ac-
robat PDF, Photoshop JPG saved for PC format. 
Images must be at a resolution of 300 pixels per 
inch at the actual size used in the artwork. All 
ads will be black and white unless special ar-
rangements are made. Note: For questions or 
graphic design and layout of your ad, please 
contact Deborah Schatz at (406) 314-1084 or 
deborah.bcha@gmail.com.

Annual subscriptions for non-members are
available by sending your name,
address and $45 to:
BCHA
59 Rainbow Road
East Granby, CT 06026
or www.bcha.org
Subscription or Address Corrections to:
Erica Fearn, BCHA
860-586-7540
1-800-893-5161
FAX: 860-586-7550
E-mail: efearn@BCHA.org
Managing Editor
Sherry Jennings
PO Box 305
East Olympia WA 98540-0305
E-mail: BCHAEditor@comcast.net
Design, Layout and Sponsorship Director
Deborah Schatz
4720 Trumble Creek Road
Columbia Falls MT 59912
(406) 314-1084
E-mail: deborah.bcha@gmail.com
Printing
Eagle Web Press
4901 Indian School Rd. NE
Salem OR 97305INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
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Compete. Have fun. (Or both.)

Try Endurance!
25-50-100 mile rides on beautiful trails
All equine breeds • Mileage awards programs

Interested? Call for free info packet

American Endurance Ride Conference
www.aerc.org • 866-271-2372

Thank you to our Advocacy Partners:
• Equine Trail Sports
• Fannin County Equestrian Trails Association
• North American Trail Ride Conference (NATRC)
• North Carolina Horse Council
• Old Dominion Endurance Rides Inc.
• Pennsylvania Equine Council
• Walkers & Talkers Saddle Club

BCHA Advocacy Partners are organizations, alliances, and coalitions involved in a common goal of Keeping Trails 
Open. To learn more about your organization becoming an Advocacy Partner email Partners@bcha.org.
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Telling the World About BCH: Tips to Make Expos a Better Place 
to Gain New 
Members
By Robert Eversole, Trailmeister

It’s that time of the year 
when cabin fever is reaching its 
zenith and we’re aching to ride 
and camp, if only the weather 
would accommodate. It’s also 
expo season where we can get 
our horse and mule fixes, learn 
better ways of doing what we 
love, and hang out with fellow 
equinephiles to boot. Expos are 
magical places and wonderful 
opportunities to share BCHA 
with the nearly 10 million horse 
owners in the U. S. who haven’t 
heard about us.

As a clinician on the nation-
al circuit, I’m on the road from 
January through June sharing 
the joy of trail riding and horse 
camping with audiences across 
the nation. Over the past de-
cade I’ve seen a lot of clinicians 
and expo booths. Following is 
what I’ve learned about setting 
up and manning expo booths 
during that time.

#1 - Actively engage vis-
itors

Give the people who ap-
proach your display a friendly 
greeting and welcome their questions. Be sure that your body language is friend-
ly. All too often I see the booths staffed by people sitting down, talking amongst 
themselves, and being anything but inviting to the audience.  

Expo attendees are looking for a reason to spend time at your booth. After 
being initially drawn in by the booth or brand itself, you are the reason they will 
stay or go. Chat with booth visitors, and find out what aspect of BCH they’re most 
interested in – advocacy, trail maintenance, leave no trace. Draw them in without 
intimidating or overwhelming them. 

The following body language tips will help you convey a professional and 
approachable demeanor:

• Stand up and greet attendees in front of the booth
• If seats are needed, use tall stools that create contact at standing eye level
• Smile and make eye contact with attendees from all directions
• Speak with trade show attendees, not your booth colleagues
• Do not cross arms or legs, keep hands out of pockets
• Be enthusiastic, confident, and polite
• Thank attendees for spending time at your booth when they arrive and 

leave
Just as your horse can read your body language, expo attendees will certainly 

notice when people in your booth are kind, open, and friendly. These basic body 
language tips will help you create an approachable atmosphere that will encour-
age prospective BCH members to visit your booth and join your organization.

#2 - No staff food or beverages
Unfortunately, because of I see this a lot, this etiquette tip deserves its own 

category. Expo show days are long. Certainly, your staff should have access to 
snacks and water. But those snacks and drinks should not be consumed in the 
booth or left visible to show attendees. It may sound elementary, but reminding 
booth staff to avoid eating, drinking, and chewing gum within the booth can be 
the difference between looking professional or appearing like you just don’t care. 
If someone needs a refreshment give them a break and let them stretch their legs 
away from your work area.

#3 - Draw a crowd to your booth
Interactive displays, scheduled demonstrations, prize drawings, or contests 

are all good ways to draw people’s interest and get them into your booth. Either 
encourage them to join BCH today or collect contact information to ask them to 
join later. 

#4 - Make sure you have plenty of promotional literature on 
hand

You’ll want to have a supply of color fliers and brochures, as well as member-
ship forms, that you can hand out to booth visitors. Make it easy for them to join 
or find information on BCH.

#5 - Have a stock of promotion items that you can use as give-
aways

Small, handy items that people can take away and will use (while being re-
minded about BCH) are best. Be sure you place these items in a location where 

people will have to walk into or through your display to get them. Think beyond 
the pen. Cell phone doodads like PopSockets or card holders that attach to the 
phone are trendy. Reusable straws and water bottles are also popular handouts. 
For more inspiration, go here https://www.godelta.com/blog/9-inspiring-trade-
show-giveaways

NOTE: Beware the “booth surfer.”  You know the type; the expo convention 
bag is stuffed with expensive brochures from every booth. If someone is just 
grabbing everything in sight, chances are they are not a serious prospect. Better to 
invite people in. Get them to sign up for your contest or leave contact information 
before offering a giveaway. 

#6 - Integrate social media
Use your social media accounts to attract people to your booth. Start long 

before the event to build excitement. You might tease some of the amazing things 
you’ll have at your booth, share a little about BCH and convince people why they 
should visit you at the show. Sharing the social media posts from the official trade 
show accounts can also help get people excited about the event and visiting your 
specific booth.

At the event, continue using your social media accounts to generate excite-
ment. Do a Facebook Live post from your booth. An exciting, high-energy broad-
cast generates excitement online, and can also attract people at the event. They’ll 
want to investigate the source of all the excitement. 

Expos are an excellent way for BCH to gain exposure and meet prospective 
new members. But with convention center aisles crawling with flashy, gimmicky 
competitors, it’s easy to be overlooked. The six topics above have helped me 
make www.TrailMeister.com the world’s most visited horse trail and camp web-
site and helped me to become one the leading clinician on trail riding and horse 
camping in the nation. See you at the show! 

https://www.trailmeister.com/
http://www.saddlepalbycate.com
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