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Edith Conyers and her team 
of Haflingers were invited to 
drive in the May 3 Derby Pegasus 
Parade, along with the prestigious 
Budweiser Clydesdales team and 
many other fine equestrian units.  
Over 2,500 people participated 
in the parade, with scores of 
equestrian entries. All equestrian 
units were judged, and the Back 

Country Horsemen unit WON 
the Best Non-Commercial 
Driven Unit.  Congratulations 
to Edith and her ponies, and the 
excellent promotion of Back 
Country Horsemen to this national 
audience!

Budweiser Clydesdales and 
Edith Conyers with her team of 

Haflingers

Kentucky BCH Wins Award in the 
Kentucky Derby Festival Pegasus Parade

By Ginny Grulke
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National:
BCH of America
Erica Fearn
59 Rainbow Road
East Granby, CT 06026
(888) 893-5161
FAX (360) 832-1564
efearn@bcha.org
www.bcha.org

State Organizations:
BCH of Alabama
1404 Arkadelphia Road
Warrior, AL 35180
(205) 936-9043
chad.bowman@hatchmott.com
backcountryhorsemenal.com

BCH of Alaska
PO Box 3148
Palmer AK 99645
(907) 360-0480
kaylene. johnson@gmail .com

Arkansas Back Country 
Horsemen
575 Getaway Road                                                     
St. Joe, AR 72745                                                   
(501) 951-9914                                          
theloosecayuse@gmail.com
www.arkansasbch.org

BCH of Arizona
PO Box 4486
Chino Valley AZ 86323
(928) 445-3809
www.bchaz.org

BCH of California
13061 Rosedale Highway
Ste G Box 217
Bakersfield CA 93314
www.bchcalifornia.org

BCH of Colorado
34872 Highway 184
Mancos, CO 81328
www.bchcolorado.org

BCH of Florida
PO Box 815
Brooksville FL 34605
(352) 796-9272
bchflorida@earthlink.net
www.flbch.org

BCH of Georgia
PO Box 1471
Blue Ridge GA 30513
706-374-7075
carlosmartel@bellsouth.net

BCH of Idaho
PO Box 513
Salmon ID 83467
www.bchi.org

BCH of Illinois
Rt # 2 Box 214
Golconda IL 62938
(618) 672-4841
Mulemaid@shawneelink.net

Hoosier BCH Indiana
12784 E Rollins Lane
Springville IN 47462
(812) 797-4540
hoosierhorsemen
	 @yahoo.com

BCH of Iowa
3445 Lima Trail
MIssouri Valley, IA 51555
(402) 350-3249
sue.maiwald@yahoo.com

BCH of Kansas
1409 Lincoln Road
Concordia KS 66901
(785) 243-2494
steve.lindsey@lia_ks.com

BCH of Kentucky
2068 Pondsville Kepler Road
Smiths Grove KY 40353
(859) 744-0397
jthorses2009@gmail.com
www.kybch.com

BCH Pigeon River and 
Beyond, MI, Inc.
6631 E Ashard Road
Clare MI 48617
(517) 296-4475
marietad@frontiernet.net

BCH of Minnesota
30490 335th Street Way
Lake City, MN 55041
bchminnesota@gmail.com
651-345-9909
www.bchmn.org 

BCH of Mississippi
600 Old Hwy 51 N.
Box 641
Nesbit, MS 38651
(901) 485-2982
jeanne@arcelle.com
www.bchms.org

BCH of Missouri
519 Good Hope Road
Marshfield, MO  65706
(417) 425-9969
www.showmebch.org

BCH of Montana
2130 9th Street W. #109
Columbia Falls, MT 59912
bchmt406@gmail.com
www.bchmt.org

BCH of Nevada
PO Box 19324
Reno NV 89511
(775) 843-2569
info@bchnv.com
www.bchnv.com

BCH of New Mexico
PO Box 37005
Albuquerque NM 87176
chairman@bchnm.org
www.bchnm.org

BCH of North Carolina
102 Arrowhead Lane
Whittier, NC 28789
(828) 577-3462
tomthomas262@gmail.com
www.bchofnc.org

BCH of North Dakota
2550 Windsor Pl N
Mandan, ND 58554

BCH of Oregon
PO Box 362
O’Brien, OR 97534
(541) 746-4547
www.bcho.org

Black Hills BCH 
of South Dakota
20112 Buckin Horse Lane
Whitewood SD 57793
(605) 645-2296
bhbchsd@gmail.com
www.bhbchsd
	 @blogspot.com

BCH of Tennessee
570 Sunnyside Road
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 552-3767
TJConnor@hotmail.com
www.bchet.org

BCH of Utah
PO Box 13195
Ogden UT 84412-3195
(801) 985-1909
www.bchu.com

Golden Horseshoe of 
Virginia BCH
1950 Crockett Road
Forest, VA  24551
(434) 944-1944
eckesj@verizon.net

BCH of Washington 
PO Box 1132
Ellensburg WA 
98926-1132
(509) 276-6226
www.bchw.org

BCH of Wyoming
2446 Spriggs Dr
Lander WY 82520
bighorn@vcn.com
www.wyobch.org

Affiliates:
Saratoga BCH
PO Box 461
Cambridge NY 12816
859-230-0980

59 Rainbow Road
East Granby, CT 06026

(888) 893-5161

Interested in Joining?
Contact BCHA or the organization nearest you for 

more information.

Public Lands Report
By Randy Rasmussen, Director of Public Lands and Recreation

National Reports

Are trails in jeopardy of closure? 
Having issues with other user groups? 
Is the bureaucratic process at an im-
passe? Are the public lands planning 
processes confusing? How to approach 
local land managers? What are the 
agencies’ policies and procedures?

WE CAN HELP!
The Public Lands Committee (PLC) 

is co-chaired by Jim Allen (South Da-
kota) and Barry Reiswig (Wyoming), 
with assistance from Sherry Copeland 
(Missouri) and Roy Cornett (Ken-
tucky).  The committee is comprised of 
members from across the nation who 
have extensive experience with issues 

relating to public lands – federal, state, 
and local. 

The PLC purpose is twofold.  First, 
we work with BCHA’s Director of Pub-
lic Lands & Recreation Randy Rasmus-
sen to evaluate the policies and proce-
dures of public land management agen-
cies and provide recommendations and 
support in the identification of issues 
of national significance.  For example, 
BCHA continues to influence national 
issues such as the “Sale or Transfer of 
Federal Public Lands” and “Threats to 
the Wilderness Act,” and other prece-
dent-setting issues.  Second, and equal-
ly important, the PLC serves as a source 
of expertise, knowledge, information 

and assistance available to BCHA State 
and Chapter Units.    

We may not have all the answers, 
but collectively the PLC has seen a lot 
of water go under the bridge, and wel-
come the opportunity provide support, 
guidance, and information to YOU! 

Remember, the public lands are 
OUR lands and WE are charged with 
protecting the saddle and pack stock 
use and access on OUR Public Lands 
- Give us a shout, we may be able to 
help.

Jim Allen
Barry Reiswig
Sherry Copeland
Roy Cornett

We Are the Public Lands Committee. . . And We Are Here to Help!
By Sherry Copeland

S. 2877, Human-Powered Travel in 
Wilderness Areas Act

Unfortunately, another “front” has 
emerged in BCHA’s battle to protect 
the sanctity of the 1964 Wilderness Act. 
On May 17th, Utah senator Mike Lee 
introduced S. 2877, the Human-Pow-
ered Travel in Wilderness Areas Act. 

S. 2877 is nearly identical to a bill 
he introduced in 2016 that launched the 
bikes-in-Wilderness battle. Fortunately, 
that billed died in the Senate. At pres-
ent, Senator Lee’s revived bill has no 
co-sponsors. 

PLEASE REACH OUT TO YOUR 
U.S. SENATORS TODAY. Tell them 
why you oppose Senate Bill 2877 and 
ask them not to co-sponsor this toxic 
and controversial legislation.

Contact information for your sen-
ators can be found at www.congress.
gov

S. 2877 was introduced as another 
attempt to undermine the Wilderness 
Act and strip its provision that prohib-
its “mechanical transport” in congres-
sionally-designated Wilderness areas. 
The bill currently sits before the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy & Natural 
Resources, chaired by Lisa Murkows-
ki (R-AK). The provisions of S. 2877 
are more detailed and its repercussions 
more sinister than that of H.R. 1349, 
the “Bikes-in-Wilderness” currently 
before the House of Representatives. 

You’ll recall that H.R. 1349 ad-
vanced through the House Committee 
on Natural Resources last December 
(see BCHA’s Spring 2018 newsletter). 
It has yet to be scheduled for a “floor 
vote” before the entire House. Yet the 
threat still remains that H.R. 1349 could 
be slipped in with other, less controver-
sial, legislation at any time.

Please take another opportuni-
ty to remind your representative in 
Congress why you oppose H.R. 1349. 
Member contact information can be 
found at www.congress.gov

Toxic and Controversial
If passed by Congress, S. 2877 

would almost guarantee that use of 
mountain bikes would be allowed on 
existing trails throughout most, if not 
all, currently designated Wilderness 
areas. This is because the bill specifies 
if action to specifically exclude moun-
tain bikes is not taken by a federal land 

management agency within two years, 
then “any form of nonmotorized travel 
shall be allowable” on existing trails.

Yet by design, S. 2877 does not pro-
vide funding for wilderness manage-
ment agencies to conduct the necessary 
public process and environmental anal-
ysis. With 765 federal wilderness areas 
throughout the U.S., this represents a 
huge unfunded mandate. Imagine the 
level of funding necessary to support a 
public planning process for up to 765 
wilderness areas. www.wilderness.
net/NWPS/fastfacts 

For example, if a public process 
associated with a single Environmen-
tal Assessment were to cost $100,000 
(a reasonable estimate), the unfunded 
mandate related to S. 2877 could cost 
the federal government up to $76.5 
million. And where would that funding 
come from? The trail and recreation 
budgets of the federal agencies, of 
course. We could not expect to see any 
trail maintenance occur during those 
two years, if not longer, with S. 2877’s 
unfunded and irresponsible mandate. 

Worse yet, language proposed in 
S. 2877 would serve to tilt the playing 
field of any public process in favor of 
authorizing mountain bike use on all 
trails in Wilderness. It contains a “re-
quirement” that reads: 

“In making a determination…a lo-
cal official shall seek to accommodate 
all forms of nonmotorized travel, to the 
maximum extent practicable” (Section 
3(A)(iii). 

With that type of edict, why would 
the agencies go through two years of 
expensive and acrimonious public de-
bate when they were given little abil-
ity to change an outcome clearly pre-
ordained by S. 2877? What would be 
the result? Should S. 2877 be signed 
into law, the agencies would have little 
choice but to authorize mountain bike 
use on nearly every trail in Wilderness. 

Why We Oppose Amending the 
Wilderness Act

To be clear, BCHA does not oppose 
mountain bike use. It is a legitimate 
activity on our public lands that has 
grown in popularity in the past few de-
cades. Yet only about 2.7 percent of the 
contiguous United States are designat-
ed as Wilderness. Pack and saddle stock 
users should feel justified in defending 
those few landscapes where only prim-

itive forms of travel are allowed.
The Wilderness Act is quite clear 

where it states: 
“Except as specifically provided for 

in this Act…there shall be no commer-
cial enterprise and no permanent road 
within any wilderness area designated 
by this Act and…there shall be no tem-
porary road, no use of motor vehicles, 
motorized equipment or motorboats, 
no landing of aircraft, no other form 
of mechanical transport…” (Section 
4(C), emphasis added). 

S. 2877 would remove and radical-
ly amend the general prohibition of me-
chanical transport in Wilderness.

Attempts to Amend the Wilderness 
Act Detract from the Larger Good

BCHA regularly works with or-
ganizations such as American Hiking 
Society and the International Moun-
tain Bicycling Association (IMBA) on 
issues of mutual interest. These issues 
range from the need for Congress to 
appropriately fund recreation and trails 
on public lands, to implementation of 
the 2016 National Forest System Trails 
Stewardship Act in order to begin re-
versing the trail maintenance backlog 
on our national forests. On these and 
other issues, the national trails commu-
nity is united. 

Moreover, IMBA has gone on the 
record, via its website and in congres-
sional testimony, to oppose H.R. 1349 
and attacks that attempt to undermine 
the Wilderness Act. Presumably, IMBA 
will also come out in strong opposition 
to S. 2877.  

H.R. 1349 and S. 2877 are be-
ing promoted by a new group—the 
Sustainable Trails Coalition (STC)—
whose small membership is not rep-
resentative of the broader mountain 
biking community. It’s truly a sad day 
when a group like the STC, which does 
not have the best interests of the trails 
community in mind and—despite its 
comically misleading name—does not 
perform any trail maintenance or stew-
ardship whatsoever, attempts to unravel 
the 53-year-old Wilderness Act for its 
own self-serving desires. 

We need your help to stop this 
assault on the Wilderness Act. 
Please contact your members 
of Congress today!

http://www.congress.gov
http://www.congress.gov
http://www.congress.gov
http://www.congress.gov
http://www.wilderness.net/NWPS/fastfacts
http://www.wilderness.net/NWPS/fastfacts
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BCHA Mission Statement
1.	 To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of 

horses in America’s back country and wilderness areas.

2. 	To work to insure that public lands remain open to 
recreational use.

3.	 To assist the various government and private agencies in 
their maintenance and management of said resource.

4.	 To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in 
the wise and sustaining use of the back country resource 
by horsemen and the general public commensurate with 
our heritage.

5.	 To foster and encourage the formation of new state Back 
Country Horsemen’s organizations.

View from the Chairman’s Saddle
By Freddy Dunn, BCHA National Chairman

We’re ON it!
By Chairman Freddy Dunn

Communication, information, and 
direction are the words that best de-
scribe this year’s National Board Meet-
ing held in Spokane.  We had represen-
tation from 24 of our 30 states includ-
ing our newest – Wisconsin!!

We also had lots of new faces this 
year, so we held a New Director Ori-
entation.  The purpose was to help new 
folks work through the shock of being 
in a huge room sitting in a rectangle 
with their counterparts from all over the 
country.  It’s pretty amazing to be there.  
It can be exciting and a bit overwhelm-
ing.  The good news is New Director 
Orientation seemed to help people feel 
comfortable and participate.  The even 
better news was that there was less gray 
hair than in years past!! Hoorah!  

BCHA’s committees have been 
in full swing for the past year and we 
learned about their accomplishments.  
At the beginning of the meeting, we 
spent two full days talking with fel-
low directors from our region and then 
communicating our concerns and pri-
orities to committee chairmen.  Then 
the committees met – and all National 
Directors are part of a committee.  Your 
National Board discussed regional is-
sues, directed those issues to the ap-
propriate committees, and will now, as 
committee members, work to accom-
plish the goals you set for us.  Some 
goals are short-term and easily accom-
plished within the next year, and others 
will necessitate longer range planning.  

But the most important thing for all 
of our members is that we are here to 

work for you!  All of the committees 
received feedback that more tools were 
needed at the state and chapter level.  
Some of these tools will be tangible 
materials and others will be human re-
sources.  You’ll read another article in 
this newsletter from our Public Lands 
committee offering their help and ex-
pertise wherever it might be needed.  
We have an incredible pool of talent 
and knowledge among our membership 
and these folks are stepping forward 
and offering their help.  Education has 
taken on a HUGE task that will likely 
be a multi-year project.  Marketing & 
Media are working on a promotional 
video to make available to everyone on 
YouTube as a recruitment and retention 
tool.  AND…we’re looking into the 
possibility of an app for your phone 
to capture those volunteer hours while 
they’re fresh on your mind!

The takeaway here is – don’t hes-
itate to call us.  Don’t hesitate to ask 
for help.  We are all here – your volun-
teers – to help make BCHA a success-
ful, sustainable organization with Five 
Principles that continue to guide us.  

Below is a list of the Committees, 
their Chairmen, and their contact infor-
mation.

I am honored to be serving you for 
another year as your National Board 
Chairman.  Here’s how to reach me: by 
email  bchachairman@bcha.org or call 
(435) 862-6181.

Have a great, safe summer!

Freddy Dunn 
BCHA Committees	  	 Chairman	 Email	 Phone              

Education	  	 Craig Allen (UT)	 allenceco@msn.com	 801.388.1175

Expansion	  	 Steve Lindsay (KS)	 steve.lindsay@lia-ks.com	 785.259.4712

Fundraising	  	 Ginny Gruelke (KY)	 ginny.grulke@gmail.com	 859.940.4692

Marketing & Media	  	 Mark Himmel (MT)	 markahimmel@gmail.com	 406.781.8252

Membership	  	 Darrell Wallace (WA)	 dlwallace700@gmail.com	 360.918.3016

Public Liaison/Advocacy	  	 Donald Saner (WY)	 sanerent@gmail.com	 307.733.1356

Vision	  	 Yvette Rollins (IN)	 hoosierhorsemen@yahoo.com	 812.797.4540

Volunteer Hours	  	 Larry Zubaris (CO)	 larry@77outfit.com	 970.759.5629

Public Lands (co-chairs)	  	 Barry Reiswig (WY)	 thepacker@tctwest.net	 307.690.9713

 	  	 Jim Allen (SD)	 allens@gwtc.net	 605.517.1761

 	  	 Sherry Copeland (MO)	 scopeland@msimo.com	 417.425.9969

 	  	 Roy Cornett (KY)	 roycornett@bellsouth.net	 859.806.2788

Media & Marketing Slide Show -- 
Urgent Request! 
By Mark Himmel, Media & Marketing Chairman

BCHA members, the Media & Mar-
keting Committee is assembling a slide 
show to illustrate what we do and why 
we do it. We need about 20 good quali-
ty photos from each state organization. 
Yes, we’re interested in the work but 
it’s not all about work. We’re looking 
for photos that show the fun you have. 
A few tips for selecting photos:

•	 Highest resolution possible.
•	 Bright, outdoor natural light-

ing – if photos are taken indoors, make 
sure there’s lots of daylight.

•	 Look for shadows and dark 
spots, especially over faces – billed 
caps and people standing with the light 
behind them are two common shad-
ow-makers.

The original image is best – one 
that hasn’t been cropped or “doctored” 
in any way. When you have the pic-
tures, email markahimmel@gmail.
com  or call me at 406-781-8252 (cell)
and I will walk you through the upload 
using Google Docs. Thank you!

Newsletter Picture Policy 
By Mark Himmel, Media and Marketing Chairman

The BCHA newsletter is distributed and read all across the United States, 
including, and especially, by our land managers and partners. Consequently, we 
must follow OSHA policies for personal protective equipment (PPE) in all photo-
graphs published in our newsletter. Photographs without the proper PPE will not 
be published. Thank you in advance for your support of this policy.  

https://www.bcha.org/blog/2018/05/05/personnel-protective-equip-
ment-ppe/

Jim Thramer, Back Country Horsemen of the 
Flathead, Montana, cuts a log during our 

annual Memorial Day project on the Spotted 
Bear Ranger District of the Flathead National 

Forest. Photo by Dawn Brennan.

mailto:markahimmel%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:markahimmel%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.bcha.org/blog/2018/05/05/personnel-protective-equipment-ppe/
https://www.bcha.org/blog/2018/05/05/personnel-protective-equipment-ppe/
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Is your BCH chapter always low on funds for the proj-
ects you’d like to do?  Or for paying for your National 
Board Representative to go to the National Meeting?  Do 
you need new ideas and help to fundraise so you can do 
more?  CHAPTER CENTS is a new newsletter column to 
pass along fundraising ideas to chapters and states, to jump 
start your efforts to beef up your checking account balance.

The BCHA Fundraising Committee (after getting feed-
back at the National Board Meeting) will be providing you 
with resources for grants, fundraisers, sponsorships and do-
nations.

We are just getting started with this new effort, and so 
this column will gradually build as we develop the resourc-
es.

CURRENT GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Be sure to read the eligibility criteria on each 
website.

•	 AQHA STEP (Stewards for Trails Education and 
Partnerships): Deadline August 1, 2018
o	 https://www.aqha.com/riding/pages/trail-con-

servation/step/grant-information/
o	 Equestrian groups and individuals are encour-

aged to participate in trail maintenance and 
restoration projects.  AQHA funds groups or 
organizations that have the most impact for 
community involvement and trail sustainability.

•	 Silver Family Foundation: Deadline September 30
o	 http://www.silverfoundation.org/
o	 The Silver Family Foundation supports non-

profit organizations in Oregon and Wash-
ington that work with at-risk youth. The 
Foundation’s Transitional Youth Development 
Grant Program provides funds to organizations 
that offer in-depth, long-term investments and 
opportunities for motivated, low-income youth. 
Priority is given to organizations that work in 
the areas of mentorship, high school comple-
tion, college and post-secondary preparation, 
and experiential education. Letters of inquiry 
may be submitted throughout the year; invited 
proposals are due March 31 and September 
30, annually. Visit the Foundation’s website to 
review the grant guidelines.

•	 Lowe’s Community Partners Grants: Fall Cycle 
July 2, 2018 – August 24, 2018
https://newsroom.lowes.com/apply-for-a-grant/
Lowe’s Community Partners grant program helps 

build better communities by providing mone-
tary assistance to nonprofit organizations and 

Chapter Cents
A resource center for improving your chapter or state’s financial standing.
By Ginny Grulke, Funding Committee Chairman

municipalities looking for support of high-
need projects such as: building renovations/
upgrades, grounds improvements, technology 
upgrades as well as safety improvements. 
Grants range from $2,001 to $100,000.

Comment: This might be used for trailhead kiosks 
or trail safety projects.

•	 Lowe’s Small Grants: On-going
https://newsroom.lowes.com/apply-for-a-grant/

The small grants program is an outlet for organizations 
seeking smaller-scale assistance for non-educational fo-
cused projects. These grants range from $100 to $2,000.

National Forest System Trail Stewardship 
Partnership Funding

Congratulations to the following BCHA units who will 
be receiving National Forest TSP Funding in 2018:

Region 1:  Back Country Horsemen of America - Wild 
Horse Plains Chapter

Region 5:  Back Country Horsemen of America - 
Mother Lode Chapter

      Back Country Horsemen of America - San Joaquin 
Chapter

Chapter Fundraising Starter Kits
The Fundraising Committee is developing Starter Kits 

for Chapters to download and use to start a fundraiser. The 
kits will contain files such as posters, pricing suggestions, 
templates, sample press releases, etc. By the next newsletter 
we will have kits for:

•	 Chapter Calendars
•	 3-Day Riding Events with Auctions

How-To Booklet for Approaching Sponsors

FEEDBACK & REQUESTS
If you have suggestions or questions, contact the fund-

raising committee.

The Education Committee works 
to compile information with regard to 
gentle use on the land/leave no trace/
minimum impact and other information 
that will assist the states in their quest 
to keep the back country available for 
stock use through education. Several of 
the states have extensive programs in 
place now and are willing to share with 
states who do not have the wherewithal 
for one reason or another to put their 
own in place. 

 The Education Committee used 
the last day of the National Board 
Meeting to review the feedback from 
all the region issues, to establish a sub-
committee structure, and to assign each 
subcommittee a priority list of tasks, 
goals and objectives. In summary, the 
Education Committee has three sub-
committees:   

1.	  The Curriculum Subcommit-
tee: charged with identifying education 
needs, existing source material, and 
maintaining the overall education cur-
riculum.

2.	 The Course Development Sub-
committee: charged with using/creat-
ing the source materials identified by 
the Curriculum Subcommittee to cre-
ate organized courses with structure 
and content that instructs, informs and 
meets the needs of our members, chap-
ters and states.

3.	 The Field Outreach Subcom-
mittee: charged with creating, devel-
oping and implementing methods and 
processes for getting the courses into 
the field.

All three committees are off to a 
good start.  The Curriculum Subcom-
mittee has been compiling the results 

of the education survey completed at 
the National Board Meeting and will 
be updating the education architecture. 
The next step will be to make the archi-
tecture available as a member resource.  
Course Development is tackling the 
National Board Member Training 
course as a pathfinder for future cours-
es focusing on the roles of chapter of-
ficers and how to run a chapter.  Field 
Outreach is working with the Expan-
sion Committee on creating a handoff 
process for new states.  As you can see, 
our focus is on organization and admin-
istration at national, state and chapter 
levels.  

All in all, we are started on the path.  
Our challenge is to maintain the current 
momentum.  We can use more help!  If 
you are interested, please contact Craig 
Allen by email allenceco@msn.com.

Education Committee Focuses First on 
Organizational Excellence
By Craig Allen
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Annual subscriptions for non-members are 
available by sending your name, address 
and $45 to:
BCHA
59 Rainbow Road
East Granby, CT 06026
Or purchase subscription online at 
www.BCHA.org

Subscription or Address Corrections to:
Erica Fearn
Association Administrator BCHA
860-586-7540
1-800-893-5161
FAX: 860-586-7550
efearn@bcha.org
Advertising
To place an ad in the BCHA quarterly newsletter, 
please contact Deborah Schatz (406) 314-1084
E-mail:  deborah.bcha@gmail.com

BCHA Officers, 
Chairs and Staff

https://www.aqha.com/riding/pages/trail-conservation/step/grant-information/
https://www.aqha.com/riding/pages/trail-conservation/step/grant-information/
http://www.silverfoundation.org/
https://newsroom.lowes.com/apply-for-a-grant/
https://newsroom.lowes.com/apply-for-a-grant/
mailto:allenceco%40msn.com?subject=
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Meeting a Horse on the Trail
What to do when you meet a horse/rider on the trail:

•	 Horses have the right of way – yield to them.
•	 Stop, get off your bike and stand still.
•	 Speak up and let them know you are there, especially if you are coming from 

behind the horse. It identifies you as a human, not an animal that wants to eat 
them.

•	 On a narrow trail, step off on the down side of the trail:  
o	 Give the horse plenty of room. Horses may kick with their hind or strike 

with their front legs if they feel threatened.
o	 Prey animals attack from above. Horses feel safer with people below 

them.
o	 If the horse becomes frightened it could spook and may run away from 

you.
o	 It is easier/safer for the rider to stay on a horse going uphill.
o	 If in a group, all the riders need to be on the same side of the trail.  

•	 Stay in full view of the horse. Don’t hide behind a tree or bush. Horses don’t 
like sneaky.

•	 Wait for instructions from the rider on what to do.
•	 Do not try to pet the horse unless you have permission from the rider.
•	 If on a bridge: Get off the bridge to let the horse/rider pass you safely. Don’t 

get smucked!

Adapted from an article by Appalachian Mountain Bike Club, a mountain bicyclist 
club, Blue Ridge Trail Riders, Inc., an equestrian club; and Harvey Broome Group of 
the Tennessee Chapter of the Sierra Club, conservation and hiking club; by Ginny Fay 
& Tom Brigham, Missoula, Montana, May 30, 2017. Summarized by Ken Brown, Back 
Country Horsemen of Missoula. 

Meeting a Horse on the Trail
By Ken Brown, Vice President and Issues Chairman, Back Country Horsemen of Missoula, MT

Below is information we put on a small plastic card, front and back, to give 
to hiker and bikers. We have our members but also Forest Service, other BCH 
chapters, Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation, Montana Wilderness Association 
and the Tennessee Walker Enthusiast of Montana (TWEAM) giving them out as a 
way to educate the public. I thought other chapters/states might want to use them.

The Media & Marketing Commit-
tee develops marketing strategies to get 
the word out about what BCHA does 
for members, all types of backcountry 
enthusiasts, and the general public. 
We’re seeking talented authors to 
provide commentary on an extensive 
range of subjects from trails projects to 
protecting our access to public lands. 
BCHA is a source for learning, under-
standing, and reflection on protecting 
and maintaining our public lands re-
sources. You can help provide infor-
mation and insights for our various au-
diences, whether it be essays, opinion 
pieces, analyses, or fun facts.

BCHA is a recognized and well-re-
garded source of opinion about the 
many challenges of keeping our trails 
open and accessible, such as upholding 
the integrity of the Wilderness Act of 
1964. We’re looking for articles, lively 
in tone, much like that which you would 
find in our newsletter. You might want 

to argue a point, discuss emerging 
trends, or just write about something 
interesting. You don’t even need to 
write an essay. Other ideas include 
posting something in a list form, 
like The Top 10 Things Most Peo-
ple Don’t Know About BCHA. Or 
you might consider writing a quiz or 
FAQ. The most important thing to 
remember is that we’re not looking 
for an explicitly promotional piece. 
We want to spark a conversation.

 
Do you have any writing guide-

lines?
No technical expertise is need-

ed. The most important thing is to 
write in your own voice, using your 
own perspectives and thoughts on a 
subject.

•	 Submit your article as a 
Word document.

•	 Single-space between sen-
tences.

•	 Indicate a new paragraph with 
an indentation.

•	 Include a brief 2-4 sentence 
bio, including your BCH leadership ex-
perience and hyperlinks to your local or 
state chapter webpage.

•	 Also use hyperlinks (embedded 
references) for any/all direct references 
by highlighting the text. Don’t use foot-
notes or end notes.

•	 Include images that we have 
the rights or permission to use.

•	 The title and subtitle of your 
article should be clear and succinct. 
Imagine what a person would query in 
Google to find out about this topic.

The word count is flexible. Smaller 
articles are 300-400 words while lon-
ger essays may be 700-800 words.

Write for the BCHA Media & Marketing Committee
Articles Needed to Tell Our BCHA Story

RESOLUTION TO CREATE 
A NEW YOUTH CATEGORY OF 
MEMBERSHIP TO ENTICE MORE 
YOUTH PARTICIPATION WITH 
BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN 
ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY

Approved April 24, 2018 by the 
National Board of Directors

WHEREAS, BCHA currently has 
only two adult membership options, 
i.e. Individual & Family, and

WHEREAS, many youth have par-
ents and/or guardians who do not share 
their youth’s interest in equine activi-
ties and, therefore, these youth might 
not be able to take advantage of a fam-
ily membership, and

WHEREAS, involvement in BCH 
would teach good equine practices to 
these youth, and

WHEREAS, involvement in BCH 
would promote responsible use of the 
back country to these youth, and

WHEREAS, involving youth in 
service-oriented opportunities would 
provide youth leadership development, 
experience, community involvement, 
and 

WHEREAS, involving youth at a 
young age would expose them to all 
that BCH is about with the hope they 
would continue their involvement into 
adulthood, and

WHEREAS, BCHA would, as a re-
sult, benefit greatly from the addition 
of youth members,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RE-
SOLVED by the Back Country Horse-
men of America to create a Non-Voting 
Youth membership category for youth 
aged 12yrs to 24yrs at a rate of $10 per 
annum with all other rights, privileges 
and obligations as an adult member-
ship.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Youth Memberships require appro-
priate Parental/Guardian permissions 
and liability release.

Resolution Passed at National Board 
Meeting

https://bcha.site-ym.com/store/

Great merchandise is available 
in the BCHA store!

http://www.saddlepalbycate.com
http://www.saddlepalbycate.com
http://www.horseandmulegear.com
https://bcha.site-ym.com/store/
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Spur
Spur donors give a single donation 

either online or by check. Thank you 
to all SPUR donors who have donated 
since June 2017.  You make the nation-
al BCHA work possible!

Spur Donors
Tim Abbe   
Ann Adkins   
Jennifer Alred   
Nancy Anderson   
Olivia Anderson   
Terri Arington   
Mike Arkell   
Mike Bagwell   
Lavonne Bailey   
Dewey Baird   
Jacqueline Baker   
Deborah Bally   
Dale Bamford   
Susan Banasik   
Linda Barham   
Claire Barker   
Martin Barney   
Ellen Bartlett   
Carol Bass   
Carol Bass   
Gwen Bassetti   
Gene Baugher   
Josette Beaumont, in memory of 
     Cecil Burns Nebeker 
Lori Becks   
Mark Bedor   
Judith Bell   
Anita Bell   
Joyce Bell   
Kristie Bennion   
Angelo Bissell   
Padi Blanchard   
Gary Bogner   
Ed Bolitho   
Cornelia Bonnie   
Charlene Boom   
Delmer Boysen   
Garth Braund   
Gene Brent   
Keith Brighton   
Wayne Britt   
Nancy Brockman   
Lonnie Brown   
William Brunner   
Peggy Caldwell, in memory of my 
     father, Earl Collins 
Donna Carmack   
Tom Carter, in memory of 
     Andrea Rodefer 
Thomas Carter   
Robin Cederlof   
Trailduster Chapter   
Lyle Charter   
Diane Cherry   
Sarah Christie   
David Clary   
David Clary   
Richard Cochran   
Deborah Condon   
Christine Cooper   
Cindy Cooper   
Sherry Copeland   
Daniel Cotten   
Greg Cox   
David Cox   
Lauretta Crabtree   
Jan Craghead   
Laclaire Crouch   
Marian Crumb   
Joyce Davis   
Marvin Davis   
Nancy Deisch   
Edgar Dejong   
Ron Denn   
Pam Denton   
John Denton   
Tom Deveny   
Barbara Dixon   
Ron Dodge   
Jane Doskal   
Myra Douglass   
Grace Dow   

Thank You Donors!
Below are individuals and chapters who have generously donated to BCHA for our future and sustained growth.  If you would like to join the list of sup-

porting members, visit www.bcha.org and click on DONATE in the upper right. Remember: Your donation is tax-deductible under our BCHA 501(c)3 status.

Rebecca Draney   
Freddy Dunn   
Vickie Eiland   
Lloyd Erlandson   
Cynthia Eyler   
Frank Fagan   
Chuck Fanslow   
Pamela Farrell   
Suzanne Farris   
Dayle Faulkner   
Stuart Feen   
Tara Felder   
Jim Forsman   
Phil Foster   
Nancy Franz   
Sharon Fraser   
Richard Fredrickson   
Heidi Furer   
Donna Furlow   
Barbara Gage   
William Gapski   
Betsy-Ann George   
Sue Geske   
Patricia Gibbs   
Beth Glaesser   
Geri Godina   
James Goff   
Nancy Groff   
Anne Gullion   
Karla Gunderson, in honor of trail 
     horses everywhere 
Nick Guriel   
Richard Guthrie   
Earl Hall   
Scott Hamstra   
Dwight Hanson   
Carolyn Harper   
Daniel Harper   
Dan Harper   
Dan Harrington   
Victoria Harris   
Rob Hastey   
Jackie Hathhorn   
Sharon Haughton   
Billie Havens   
Tracy Hawks   
Sarah Hays   
Cyril Heintzelman   
Lorilee Henderson   
Gayle Hennings   
Lewis Herrington   
Donald Hess   
Anne Hestand   
Gayle Higgs   
Laurrie Hill   
Pamela Hill   
Marcus Hochstetler   
Neno & Miriam Hoelzle   
Dean Hoistad   
Connie Holbrook   
Frank Holdren   
Barbara Hordemann   
Carol Hunt   
Anne Husted   
Cheryl Hymas, in Memory of 
     Forrest Hymas
Dick Inberg   
James Ingram   
Pam Jablonski   
Chris Jacobsen   
Richarson Jamison   
Karen Jenkins   
Pamela Jenks   
Joyce Johnson   
Judith Johnson   
Elaine Johnson   
Toni Johnston   
Jerry Kalamen   
Sally Keadle   
Betty Jean Keele   
Ken Kientz   
Sheridan King   
Maureen Kirk   
Jeanne Kleinman   
Maryanne Knight   
Susan Koehler   
Cindy Kohl   
Nancy Koski   
David Kraft   
Randy Kraxberger   
Melvin Kreb   

Mel Kreb   
David Krewson   
Dennis Kulm   
Vicki Kurtz   
Janice L, in memory of Nels Hewellen 
Mark Lambert   
Terry Larson   
Ben Lauberscher   
Debra Lawlor   
George Ledoux   
Hershell Letsinger   
Sarah Lindsay   
Francine Long   
Maria Longton   
John Lyons   
Tony Machado   
Bob Magee   
Peter Mahrt   
Ronny Markus   
Kim Markus, in memory of Bub Dennis 
Alan Marley   
Karin Martin   
Marcia Martin   
Carol Mason   
Beverly Masteller   
Tolbert Maynard   
Ed Mcclure   
Ron Mccoy   
Ned Mcdougald   
Jim Mcgarvey   
John Mcilroy   
John Mckean   
Ron Mckinzie   
Nora Midkiff   
Cindy Mihelcic   
Charles Miller   
Chuck Miller   
Lonnie Miller   
Kathleen Minkler   
Bobby Mitchell   
Joanne Mitchell   
Deborah Mockus   
Lorna Moffat   
M Mohr   
Vicki Morales   
Sopac Mulholland   
Debbie Mull, in memory of my quarter      
     horse, Rainbow 
Larry Mullenax   
Dianna Muraski   
James Murphy   
Tommy Nail   
Stephen Naylon   
Sherry Neidich   
Troy Nelson   
Karen Nichols   
Ann Nichols   
John Noll   
Sue Noyes   
Chris Olson   
Dwight Opp   
Taylor Orr   
Barbara Oslund   
Louie Osmonovich   
Connie Pace   
Bob Padelford   
Steven Palmquist   
Cyndi Pannkuk   
Al Parker   
Paul Patton   
Dale Payne   
John Pearson   
Becky Penoyar   
James Penzien   
Sue Perrin   
Kimberly Peterson   
Karen Philips, in memory of 
     Dave Schram 
Carole Polasek   
Flying R Ranch Llc   
Marianne Randall   
Leslyn Randazzo   
Randall Rasmussen   
Cindy Ray   
Tanya Rebarchik   
Barry Reiswig   
John Riley   
Sarah Rivers   
Ann Robinson   
Brian Rogers   
Kathleen Rosenthal   

Nancy Rucker   
John Rummel   
Phillip Ryan   
Sheila Ryan   
Claude Sammons   
Linda Sanders, in honor of 
     Jacob F. Felderman 
Janice Scandrett   
Frank Schlitz   
Silke Schneider   
Sarah Schoen   
Robbie Schuette   
Mary-Pat Schwartz   
Gene Scrivner   
David Seibel   
James Senneker   
Dennis Serpa   
Gloria Sferra   
James Shaw   
John Shipley   
Jim Shover   
Judith Shrum   
Lynne Sjoberg   
E La Rene Smith   
Terry Smith   
Lyle Spence   
Dave Stamey   
Stapley Pharmacy 
Gary Sterner   
Lynda Sterns   
Sherrie Stolarik   
Patty Stopper   
Tracy Stout   
Griff Streit   
Linda Studer   
Luke Sturdevant   
George Sutton   
Amy Taylor   
Tom Thomas   
Bob Thomas   
Joanne Thorndike   
John Thurow   
Beatrice Tiersma   
Wayne Tippett, in memory of 
     Mark Bogar 
Dorothy Twelman   
Julie Vance   
Tracy Vance   
Jane Vorpagel   
Clarence Wager   
Clarence Wager   
James Waggoner   
Karon Wahoff   
Linda Wall   
Wendy Walter   
Louise Walton   
Jim Washington   
Jim Watson   
Bonnie Way   
Benay Wegner   
Lynn Wells   
Kevin Wenger   
Joe Wilburn   
Carol Wilcox   
Carol D Wilcox   
Sandra Williams   
Nathan Williams   
Darrell Williams   
Mary Williams   
Jayne Wilson   
Pam Witthofft   
Becky Wolf   
Gary Wright   
Lynne Wurzer   
Janet Wyatt   
Lynn Wyman   
Terry Yates   
Bob Yeatts   
Jackie Yereance   
Wendy Zeigler   
Anna Zinkhon   
    

http://www.bcha.org
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BCHA Optional State and Chapter 
Services

If your chapter or state would like to use volunteer time more effectively 
regarding membership records, financial records, emails to membership, etc., 
BCHA is now offering contract services through Mainspring Association Man-
agement LLC, the service company BCHA uses for national management. 

The concept was piloted with BCH Washington in the fall of 2017. 
The services are made possible using an online system called YourMember-

ship(™) (YM), which is the same system that your members use when they login 
to the BCHA members-only site. Services offered include: 

●	 Membership Management and Marketing 
●	 Community Building (Social Media) 
●	 Website Design and Hosting 
●	 Event Management 
● 	 E-commerce (Shopping Carts) 
●	 Donor and Fund Management 

Examples of additional services that Mainspring Association Management 
can provide are: 

●  	Set-up of online membership renewal, with welcome email and 
(optionally) membership cards 

●	 Creation of Chapter web pages with files, messages, photos, public page 
and members only page 

●	 Group pages including document library for state and chapters 
●	 Committee pages 
●	 Monthly financial reporting on YM transactions 
●	 Custom reports, contact forms and surveys 

For more detailed information about this service, including approximate fees and 
additional services, please contact Erica Fearn, 860-586-7540/efearn@bcha.org. 

Trails Forever Fund
Trails Forever Fund donors typically donate an amount monthly, although 

single donations are also accepted. TFF funds are utilized for state and chapter 
grants.  Thank you to these TFF donors who have given in 2018!
Craig Allen  
Jim & Alice Allen  
Beth Andresen  
Joan Atkins  
Bob Bardes  
Jerry Bentz  
Dave Binney  
Peggy Caldwell,  In memory of my father Earl 

Collins 
Richard Calvert  
Brenda Cecil  
Mary K Church  
Edith Conyers
Marsha Copeland  
Sherry Copeland  
Roy Cornett  
Larry Dunn  
Freddy Dunn  
Barbara Fleming  
Diane Freese  
Ginny Grulke  
William Hackney - This donation is to help pro-

tect our public lands.  When US Territories 
petitioned to become states they had to 
relinquish ownership of all public land in 
their territory and agree to never try to gain 
ownership of those public lands. 

Chris Hall  
Kathy Hardman  
Don Herbert  
Mark Himmel  
Rebecca Jones  

Susan Kiley  
Tatia Korver  
Janet Koval  
Steven Lindsey  
Stephen McClintock  
Mike McGlenn  
Kim Meyer  
Lani Olson  
Barb Partington  
Kathy Petree  
Noel Poe  
Jan Potterveld  
Truman Prevatt  
Barry Reiswig  
Vicki Ritz  
Latifia Rodriguez  
Leean Sahagun  
Donald Saner  
Jody Schnell - I’m counting on having equestrian 

trails open and available for my grandchil-
dren, thank you for all the work you do. 

Lynda Stafford, Keep up the good work! 
jennifer storey  
Trena Stover  
Mindy Taylor  
Tom Thomas  
Robert and Melinda Wagner BCHGA 
Richard Webb  
Karen White  
Becky Wolf  
Russell Wright

• Easy to use, economical panniers are ideal for packing average-sized loads
 • Contoured sides fit properly on horse or mule without pressure points
 • Meets all USFS & IGBC requirements for bear-resistant storage containers

We offer a wide selection of soft-sided panniers as well!

TrailMAX™ Saddle Panniers

OUTFITTERS SUPPLY, INC

TrailMAX™ Bear Proof Pack Panniers 

Built for a lifetime of hard use; we handcraft these 
in Montana using Hermann Oak Old World Harness 
leather with rolled breeching and breastcollar 
and our TrailMax Decker pack trees with 
stainless steel arches. Several styles 
of Decker and sawbuck pack saddles 
available.

Outfitters Supply Pack Saddles

TrailMAX™ Scabbards

TrailMAX™ Saddlebags
Outfitters Supply has become the leader in equestrian saddlebag design 
and manufacturing. Why? Because we have used, repaired and sold 
saddlebags for 30 years. We design our saddlebags to ensure that they 
(1) do not shift or slap the horse, (2) easily store lightweight gear for any 
length ride,  (3) would last just as long as our desire to ride down the trail.

Contact Us for a Catalog & Dealer List

1-888-467-2256 
www.OutfittersSupply.com 
7373 US Highway 2 East, Columbia Falls, MT 59912

We also proudly carry quality gear from:

Essential Gear for the Trail

Premium leather hobbles, scabbards and tack, proudly made in Montana

Compete. Have fun. (Or both.)

Try Endurance!
25-50-100 mile rides on beautiful trails
All equine breeds • Mileage awards programs

Interested? Call for free info packet

American Endurance Ride Conference
www.aerc.org • 866-271-2372

$500 Chapter Challenge
Fort Harrod Back Country Horsemen in Kentucky issued a nationwide Chap-

ter Challenge, challenging BCH chapters to donate $500 towards travel funds for 
the BCHA Advisor for Public Lands and Recreation. THANK YOU to the chap-
ters who have met the challenge in 2018!

Chapter Challenge donors as of May 25, 2018 are listed below.

Fort Harrod Chapter, Back Country Horsemen of Kentucky
Mammoth Cave Chapter, Back Country Horsemen of Kentucky
Priest River Valley Chapter, Back Country Horsemen of Idaho
Trail Wise Chapter, Back Country Horsemen of Colorado
Wasatch Front Chapter, Back Country Horsemen of Utah

http://www.outfitterssupply.com
http://natrc.org
http://aerc.org
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Photo captions:
1. Randy Rasmussen, Director for Public Lands & 
Recreation and Chairman Freddy Dunn gearing up 
for the meeting.
2. The Board at work; some of the highlights of 
the board meeting were the committee breakout 
sessions.
3. Welcome included the BCHA Trade Show Display 
available for states and chapters to borrow.
4. Randy Rasmussen and Beth Andresen, BCHA 
volunteer, reviewing the agenda.
5-9. A sampling of the silent auction items from our 
generous donors.
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