July 27, 2015

Chairman Lisa Murkowski Ranking Member Maria Cantwell

Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Murkowski and Ranking Member Cantwell,

Thank you for working to reach a bipartisan agreement to permanently reauthorize the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) as part of broader energy legislation. We support this provision, which is part
of Title V of the Energy Policy Modernization Act of 2015, and oppose any amendments that would
undermine this carefully balanced compromise.

This agreement comes at a critical time as LWCF’s current authorization will expire in less than 65

days. Your support of permanent reauthorization for LWCF-- which was also the basis of the bipartisan
Burr-Bennet-Ayotte amendment that garnered nearly 60 votes earlier this year as an amendment to the
KXL pipeline bill-- greatly increases the chances for timely reauthorization as a part of this or other
legislation before September 30.

Title V also creates a new National Park Maintenance and Revitalization Fund that is over and above
LWCF—NOT taking authorized dollars away from LWCF—from Outer Continental Shelf energy

revenues. This agreement therefore addresses critical needs for our public lands on two

fronts: improving existing facilities and resources, and protecting the integrity of those parks and other
public lands from incompatible development through LWCF investments. The proposal also supports
working lands, wildlife habitat protection, state and local parks, and other conservation and outdoor
recreation needs throughout the nation. The provision further guarantees funds for sportsmen’s access
by incorporating the Making Public Lands Public proposal.

Finally, the agreement includes reauthorization of the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF), which was
created in 1976 to fund the nation’s historic preservation programs. The HPF provides formula-based
matching funds, administered by the National Park Service, to the State Historic Preservation Officers
(SHPOs) and grants to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (THPOs). These funds support the
implementation of the nation’s preservation programs, including section 106 reviews, Historic Tax Credit
applications, nominations for the National Register and surveys of historic resources and grants to
preserve the stories and sites associated with the Civil Rights Movement and the African-American
experience.

We thank you again for your support of permanent reauthorization of LWCF, creating a new National
Parks Maintenance and Revitalization Fund and for permanently reauthorizing the Historic Preservation
Fund. Taken all together, this deal represents a tenacious commitment to finding a bipartisan path



forward to support important conservation programs, and we urge you to oppose any amendments that
would undermine the agreement.

Sincerely,
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