
USDA. rnre.'-1 Service 
OMU 05%·11~17 

I S 1500 15 

FS Agreement No 12-M U- 11112-l 2-i-051 
~~~-----------

Coopcr.llllr Agreement o. ------ --------

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Between The 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF AMERJCA 
And The 

U OA, FOREST ERVlCE 
wo 

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is hereby made and emered 
into by and between the Back Counlry Hor emen of America, hereinafter referred to as 
"BCHA," and the USDA, Forest Service, hereinafter referred to as the "U.S. Forest 
Service." 

Title: Equestrian Traib Maintenance, Education, and Public Outreach 

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this MOU is to document the cooperation between the 
parties to continue to develop and expand a framework for the Forest Service and 
BCHA to plan and implement mutually beneficial programs, projects, training. and 
other equestrian opportunities a the nalionul, regional, and local levels in 
accordance with the fo llowing provisions. 

ll . TATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTEREST 

The Forest Service manages National Forest System (NFS) lands for a variety of 
use~ and activit ics, including outdoor recreation. The Forest Service is interested 
in providing a variety of equestrian opportun.itie. that arc environmentally 
~en~itive and educational and that ~upport local and regional economics and 
quality of life. 

BCHA is a national organization of private recremional saddle and pack stock 
user~ and is a recogni.£ed leader in establi hing equestrian and saddle and pack 
stock ethics, providing education on respon~iblc backcountry usc, l.!ncouraging 
voluntccrism, and lostering appropriate management of federal and non-federal 
lands. BCHA members desire to usc the National Forests for recreational 
purposes and to accomplish mutually beneficial eque~trian and recreationul 
saddle and tock projects or activitie . 

The parties want to encourage responsible usc of NFS lands by vts •lors 
partkipating in equestrian and recreational stock travel and activit ic~. Both the 
FS and BCHA db eminate information to the public regarding conservation, 
recreation, and natural resource activities as they relate to eque~trian and 
rccrcat ion;.~ I stock usc. 

Tn con~idcration of the above premises, th~ partie::. agree as ftlllowo;: 
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A. Work with the Fore!,t Service to facilitate improved understanding und 
communication among equestrian and recreational stock u~cr~. federal agencies. 
and the public. 

B. Work with the Forest Service to identify appropriate cooperative opp011unities, 
~uch a~ trail projects. administrative stuc.IJes. and educational programs, and to 
pursue these projects jointly. 

C. Develop and maintain a communication network for contacting equestrian and 
recreational stock user~ through a system of local and state BCI-IA afnliates. 

D. Subject to applicable federal law~. regulations, land management plan . • and other 
management direction, provide input on trail system analy. band planning and 
assistance ro land munugers und conununitie!-. involved in cquesu·ian and 
recreational stock projects. educational activities, and management. 

E. Maintain a public databa e and library of publications related to BCHA activities. 

F. Provide training and instruction to its member and, when appropriate, the public 
regarding Leave No Trace and other ethics programs relating to backcountry 
equestrian and recreational stock use. and encourage the incorporation of tbese 
progn1ms in Lhat usc 

G. Obtain Forest Service approval prior to publication of any mnteriaJs regarding 
equestrian and recrcalionaJ stock use on NFS lands that are developed 
cooperatively by the Fore l Service and BCI-IA and that are intended for public 
distribution. 

H. Complete job hazard analy!'e$ for BCHA project and activities conducted on 
NFS lands pursuant to tltis MOU. and conduct safety training prior to engaging in 
the. e projects and activities. Address anticipated hazard!-> and steps th;H should be 
taken to reduce the hazards in these training sessions. 

IV. THE U . . FOREST SERVICE SHALL: 

A. Work with BCHA to facilitate improved understanding and communication 
among cquest rian and recreational stock u ·ers. federal agencies. and the 
public. 

B. Work with BCHA and its arriliutcs to identify appropriate cooperati ve 
opportunities, such as trail projects, administrative studies, and cducat ional 
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programs, and, contingent upon availability of funds and per. onnel, pur!)ue 
these projects and activities joinrly with Lhe equestrian and recreational srock 
community. 

C. Encourage local FS oflicials to collaborate with BCl iA national oiTicc staff, 
representatives, afliliate, , and members in the development of mutuolly 
beneficial projects and educmional activities. 

D. Where appropriate and feasible, make available to the public information 
from BCHA regarding development and pre entation of training materials 
related 10 responsible equestrian and recreational stock usc and ethics. trail 
construction and maintenance. and opportunities for equestrian and 
recreal ional stock use on NFS lands. 

E. Consbtent with applicable laws, regulations, land management plans, other 
management direction, and the FS'~ multiple-use mis~ion, facilitate the 
continued accc ·s and u e of NFS land'\ for equestrian and recreational stock 
usc and related activities. 

F. Consistent with applicable law~. regulations, and FS policiel>. con i<.ler 
BCI-IA ':,goals and concerns in 1rail system analysis and planning and, in 
pari icular, in developing und munaging FS programs rcl:.ll ing to equeslrlun 
and recrcat ion a I stock use. 

G. Provide information on completing job hazard analyses and conducting 
afcty training for BCHA projects and activities conducted on NFS land 

pursuant to this MOU. 

V. IT IS MUTUALLY UNDER TOOD AND AGREED BY AND BETWEEN 
THE PARTIE THAT: 

A. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS. Individuals Jisted below arc authorized to act in their 
re pective area!, for matters related to this agreement. 

Principal Cooperator Contacts: 

Cooperator Program Contact Cooperator Administrative Contact 
Name: Mr. Alan I Iii I, Public Liai. on Nume: Same as Program Contact 
Buck Country Horsemen of America Address: 
Addre : P.O. Box 492660 City, Stale, Zip: 
City. State, Zip: Redding, California Telephone: 
96049-2260 FAX: 
Telephone: (530) 221-4354 

Email: FAX: (530) 221-9267 
Email: athiJJOI @Chartcr.nct 
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Principal U.S. Forest Service Contacl'i: 

U.S. Forest Service Program Manager U.S. Forest Service Administrative 
Contuct Contact 

Name: Jonathan Stephen-; Narm.:: Su~an Brook!' 
Trails and Congressionally Designated Addre~s: 201 t4'h Street S.W. 
Areas City. State, Zip: Washington, D.C. 202250-
Address: 20 1 14111 Street S.W. 1125 
City, State. Zip: Washington. D.C. 20250- Telephone: (202) 205- 1736 
11 25 FAX: (202) 205-1 145 
Telephone: (202) 205- I 70 I Email: sbrooks@f.'i.fed.us 
FAX: (202) 205- 1 145 
Email: jstephcns02@fs.Fed.u~ 

B. NON-LJABIUTY. The U.S. Forel:>L Service doe not a~sume Hability for any 
third purty claims for damages arising out of this agrcemcnl. 

C. NOTICES. Any communications affecting the operations covered by this 
agreement given by the U.S. Forel>t Service or BCHA is sulTicient only if in 
writing and delivered in per on. mailed, or transmiued electronically by e-mail or 
fax, as follows: 

To the U.S. Forest Service Program Manager, at the address specified in the 
MOU. 

To BCHA, ut BCHA'l:> 's address shown in the MOU or such other address 
designated within the MOU. 

Notices are effective when deJivered in accordance with this provision, or on the 
effective date of the notice, whichever is lmer. 

D. PARTICIPAT10N IN SIMlLAR ACTTVlTlES. This MOU in no way re~trictl:> 
the U.S. Fore t Service or BCHA from participating in similar acrivitie. with 
other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals. 

E. ENDORSEMENT. Any ofBCHA's contributions m01de under thJs MOU do not 
by direct reference or implication convey U.S. Forest Service endorsement of 
BCHA's products or activitie . . 

F. NONBlNDfNG AGREEMENT. This MOU creates no right, benefit, or trust 
respon~ibility,. uhst<tntive or procedural, enforceable at law or equ it y. The parties 
shaJI manage their respective re ources and activit ies in a . cparate, coord inated 
and mutually beneficial manner to meet the purpo~e(s) of this MOU. Nothing in 
thh MOU authorit.e~ any or the parties to obligate or transfer anything of value. 
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Specific, prospective projects or activities that involve the trunsler of funds, 
service ·, property. and/or anything or value to a party requires the execution of 
eparatc agreement~ and arc contingent upon numeroul- factor~. including. as 

applicable, but not limited to: agency availability of appropriated funds and other 
resources: cooperator availabi lit y of funds and other resources; agency and 
cooperator administrative and legal rcquireml.!Ot~ (inc luding agency authorizat ion 
by statute): etc. This MOU neither provide • nor meets thee cr iteria. I f the 
partie::. elect to enter into an obligation agreement that involves the transfer of 
funds, services, property, and/or anything of value to a party, then the applicable 
criteria must be met. Additionally. under a prospective agreement, euc.:h puny 
operates under its own laws. regulations. and/or policie , and any Forc::.t Service 
obligation is suhject to the availability of appropriated funds and other re. ources. 
The ncgotiat ion, execution, and administration of these pro~pcctive ugreemenu . ., 
must comply with all applicable law 

Nothing in this MOU is intended to :l iter, limit. or expand the agencie · statutory 
and regulatory authority. 

G. USE OF U.S. FOREST SERVICE INSIGNlA. In order for BCHA to use the 
U.S. Fore$1 Service insignia on any publi~hed media. ~uch all a Web page, printed 
publ ication. or audiovisual production, pcrmis:-.ion must be granted from the U.S. 
Forest Service's Office of Communications. A wriuen reque~t must he submiued 
and approval granted in writing by the Ol'licc or Communicat ions (Washington 
Office) prior to u ·e of the insignia. 

H. MEMBERS OF U.S. CONGRESS. Pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 22, no U.S. member of, 
or U.S. delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part or this 
agreement, or benefits that may arise therefrom, either directly or indirectly. 

I. FREEDOM OF LNFORMATION ACT (F01Al. Public access to MOU or 
agreement records must not be limited, except when such record must be kept 
confidentia l and wou ld have been exempted from disclosure pursuant to Frel.!dom 
of Information regulations (5 U.S.C. 552). 

J. TEXT MESSAGING WHILE DRIVING. Jn accordance with Executive Order 
(EO) 135 13, "Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging While Driving," 
any and all text messaging by Federal employees is banned: u) while driving a 
Government owned vehicle (GOV) or driving a privately owned vehicle (POV) 
whi le on official Government business; or b) u~ing any elcctronjc equipment 
supplied by the Government when driving any vehicle at any time. All 
cooperators, their employees, vo lunteers, and contractors arc encouraged to adopt 
and enforce policic:-. that ban text mcs~aging when dri ving company owned. 
leased or rented vehicle • POVs or GOVs when driving while on official 
Government business or when performing uny work for or on behalf of the 
Government. 
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K. PUBLIC NOT1CES. It is the U.S. Forest Service's policy to inform the public as 
fully as possible Qf it:-. programs and activitiel-. BCHA is/arc encouraged to give 
public notice of the receipt or thi~ agreement and, from time to time, to announce 
progrc~s and accomplishment . Press release~ or oLher public not ices ~hould 
include u :-; tatcmcnt substantially us foJiow s: 

"Recreat ion, Heritage and Volunteer~ Re!.ources oflhe U.S. Forc ·t Service, 
Department or Agriculture, Equestrian trails programs." 

BCHA may call on the U.S. Forest Service'!-. Office of Communication for advice 
regarding public not ices. BCHA is requested to provide copies of notice~ or 
announcements to the U.S. Forest Service Program Manager and to The U.S. 
Forest Service's Office of Communicadons as far in advance of rclca~c as 
possible. 

L. U.S. FOREST SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGED IN PUBLIC'ATTONS, 
AUDIOVISUALS AND ELECTRO~lC MEDIA. BCHA shall acknowledge U.S. 
Forest Service support in any publications, aud iov i sual~, and electronic media 
developed as a result of th is MOU. 

M. NONDISCRLMIN/\TION STATEMENT - PRINTED. ELECTRONlC. OR 
AUDIOVISUAL MATERIAL. BCI £A shall include rhe following statement, in 
fuU, in any prinLcd, audiovisual material. or electronic media for public 
distribution developed or printed with any Federal funding. 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating un tile basis 
of race, color, national origi,, sex, age, or disability. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Oflice of 
Civil Rights, Room 326-W. Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
A venue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 
(voice and TOO). U DAis an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 

Iftb..: mat~.:rial is too smaJJ to pcrrnitthe rull !.l<llcmenlto be included. the material 
mu. t. at minimum, include the following sLatemeot, in print siLe no smaller than 
the text: 

"This institution is an equal opportunity provider." 

N. TERMINATION. Any of the parties, in writing, may terminate this MOU in 
whole. or in part, ut any time before the date or expiration. 

Pugi! 6 of8 



USDA, Forest Service 
OMB 0596.{)217 

FS· ISOO· IS 

0. DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSlON. BCHA shall immediately inform the U.S. 
Forest Service if they or any of their principals are presently excluded, debarred, 
or suspended from entering into covered transactions with the federal government 
according to the terms of2 CFR Part 180. Additionally, should BCHA or any of 
their principals receive a transmittal letter or other official Federal notice of 
debarment or suspension, then they shall notify the U.S. Forest Service without 
undue delay. This applies whether the exclusion, debarment, or suspension is 
voluntary or involuntary. 

P. MODTFTCA TIONS. Modifications within the scope of this MOU must be made 
by mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification signed 
and dated by a!J properly authorized, signatory officials, prior to any changes 
being performed. Requests for modification should be made. in writing, at least 
30 days prior to implementation of the requested change. 

Q. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE. This MOU is executed as of the 
date of the last signature and is effective through October I. 2016 at which time it 
wiJJ expire, unless extended by an executed modification, signed and dated by all 
properly authorized, signatory officinls. 

R. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. By signature below, each party certifies 
that the individuals listed in this documem as representatives of the individual 
parties are authorized to act in their respective areas for matters related to this 
MOU. In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this MOU as of the 
last date written below. 

//?#( ·/ /~·- v · , ~ ( 1 .:;:> • ..., _::::::::/. /1 --~ ( ( (-v I I . \. /<L ~~.::;e;_:;?:.._~-~--"------:-:-1../j ( / L 
~ lil-.c.: 1\ h:(i knn " D:111.' 

C 'ha irman 
Uad. Ct•IIIIII'Y llnr~' ll'K' I1 tlf i \llll!l'l l':l 

, ---:-~..__~---~~Y-=~__;;-;....;....~_W_r ____ J_.;;;.--=~y rc-,·t ~u 
J.an!At' l kd\\~·11 ().111: 

ff3' jf':C1.'1\ 11 • 
I{~,·~,·H.':t t1PI1. I ktll.ag~.· . . and VPillllll.'c.' l R<:"''n'1x' 
( I ~ . hllc.' '' ~l'r\1\'l' . 

l':t"<' • ••1 l'l 



USDA, h!H:~t Service OMIHl51lCrln 17 
I·S tSOO· IS 

The authority and format of this agreement huvc been reviewed and approved for 
. ignaturc. 

CAROL J. BROWN Date 
U.S. Forest Service Grants & Agreements Specialist 

Burden Statement 

According to the Paperwork Aeducllon Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person Is not required to respond to a collect lOll ol 
Information unless II displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMS control number tor this Information collection Is 0596·0217. The tlmo 
required to complele I his Information collection Is esllmateCI to average 3 hours per response, Including the lime lot reviewing Instructions. searching 
exiSting data sources. gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the cottec1lon or Information. 

The U.S Oepanment of Agrtcunure (USDA) proniblts CIISCnmlnatlon In allis programs and actiVCies on the basis of race. cotor. natiOnal ongln, age, 
disability, and where applicable. sex. marrtat stotus, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, gonotic lnformauon, political beliefs. 
reprisal, or because all or part of an Individual's Income is denved from any public assistance. (Not all prohlb"ed bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons whh disabilities who roqulre aliematlve means for communication or program Information (Braille, Iorge prmf, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA's TARGET Center at 202·720-2600 (vOICe and TOO). 

To lite a complaint or dascrtmlnatlon. wr"e USDA. Director, Olflce of Clvl Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington. DC 20250-9410 or 
call toll tree (866) 832·9992 (voice), TOO users can contact USDA through local relay or tha Federal relay al (800) 877-8339 (TOO) or (866) 3n· 
8642 (relay voice), USDA Is an equal opponunlty provider and employer, 
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