
Back Country Horsemen of America www.backcountryhorse.com 1

Watch our 
LIVE STREAM

event on April 25!

   www.backcountryhorse.com  Volume 25, Issue 2 - Spring 2014

Youth Scholarship
By Karen Kimball, Panhandle BCH, Idaho

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 178

SALEM, OR 

BCHA
PO Box 1367
Graham WA 98338-1367

Inside...
Cooperating and Volunteering Pays Off! ....................................................... 2
Tales of the Trails ............................................................................................ 4-5
The Catch Pen ...........................................................................................5-7
Good News from Yellowstone National Park ................................................. 8
Thank You Donors ......................................................................................... 9-11
BCHA Keeps America’s Trails Open and Accessible ................................... 11
My First Ride ............................................................................................... 12

Panhandle BCH Chapter 
in Northern ID offered a $500 
scholarship for a student of 
age 16 or high school gradu-
ate within the last four years. 
One of the requirements was 
Chapter membership and 
another was submission of 
a 500-word essay. Restric-
tions on the scholarship 
money were that it could only 
be used for college or other 
higher education tuition, col-
lege books, or computer and 
other school equipment. One 
applicant, Jessica Reineccus, 
completed all of the require-
ments and received the $500 
in January. We feel this was 
a very successful and benefi-
cial award for young people in 
our community.  For 2014 we 
are offering two $500 scholar-
ships.

Read Jessica’s essay on 
the back page.

We believe that BCHA may be the best-kept secret in 
America. And we also believe that it’s time to let the secret 
out. Watch our live streaming event on April 25!

On April 25th, you can watch the kickoff and celebrate 
the launch of BCHA’s crowdfunding campaign through 
our live streaming video at the National Board Meeting in 
Chattanooga. The power of a crowdfunding campaign is 
that it energizes, inspires and invites the power of crowds 
to support fundraising and awareness efforts through web-
sites, email and social media.

 If you are not able to attend the conference in Tennes-
see, you can RSVP for the online event. BCHA members 
and supporters can logon from their tablets, desktop com-
puters, and smartphones! Invite your friends to watch and 
donate. If you all logon to view our live event, our cam-
paign will be a featured campaign at indiegogo.com! With 
your help and support, we will raise the needed funds, in-
crease membership, and let others in America know why 
we exist. For more see, page 11.
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Ecosystem Management and Restora-
tion

While the term “pack stock” typi-
cally generates visions of wilderness 
and trails, its use as a tool in support 
of eco-system management objectives 
cannot be overstated. In Northern Cali-
fornia, COE resources aided in erosion 
control projects, botany surveys, and 
an interagency fisheries project in the 
Trinity Alps and YoIla Bola Wilderness 
Areas on the Shasta-Trinity National 
Forest. Pack stock carried everything 
from tools and supplies to rocks and 
fill-dirt to gill nets and fish shocking 
equipment. 

Community Outreach
Participating in a July 4th parade, 

appearing at special events, or main-

CA Region 5 Pack Stock Center of 
Excellence (COE)
Excerpts from the Annual Accomplishment Report

taining a visible presence on National 
Forest System (NFS) lands reminds 
the public of the agency’s dedication to 
managing the landscape. The COE sup-
ported community outreach endeavors 
in FY2013 by sending riders, handlers, 
and stock to no less than 10 events 
within California and Oregon. These 
appearances included the Back Coun-
try Horsemen of California (BCHC) 
Annual Rendezvous in Norco, CA and 
the BCHC Northern Units’ Equine and 
Trails Celebration in Red Bluff, CA, 
as well as the City of Bishop’s annual 
Mule Days event, and the Region 6 
Wilderness Skills Workshop in Klam-
ath Falls, Oregon. The Mule Days event 
held annually since 1969 in Bishop CA 
provides an ideal venue for the COE 
to communicate to local communities 

the value and necessity of pack stock 
as a land management tool. During the 
Mule Days celebration, the COE pre-
sented several educational clinics open 
to the public including a hands-one 
demonstration in partnership with the 
local BCHC chapter on packing prac-
tices and a crosscut saw demonstra-
tion with the assistance of an American 
Conservation Experience crew.

Future Opportunities
The COE will continue to build 

relationships with partners such as the 
Back Country Horsemen of California, 
American Conservation Experience, 
the Student Conservation Association, 
the California Conservation Corps, and 
the Pacific Crest Trail Association.

Thirty years ago I made an impor-
tant decision about where to spend my 
time riding.  With increasing conges-
tion in Utah’s American Fork Canyon, 
where my family has ridden for genera-
tions, a friend and I built a small cabin 
and horse barn on scenic Highway 12. 
Within miles of the cabin, there are liter-
ally hundreds of miles of non-motorized 
trails that I ride regularly June through 
November. During those 30 years, I 
have been fortunate in developing an 
excellent working relationship with the 
Fremont River Ranger District. 

Even with a limited budget, the dis-
trict ranger makes every effort to keep 
the trails open for horsemen like me 
and other non-motorized users. District 
Ranger Kurt Robins and his Recreation Man-
ager Cody Clark always graciously listen when 
I stop to offer suggestions about trail mainte-
nance or improvements. During one of these 
visits, I proposed improving an existing trail-
head to eliminate a dangerous highway cross-
ing and to make more readily accessible the 
non-motorized trails along Highway 12. To my 
surprise, they not only liked my idea, but they 
also improved it significantly. Building a new 
trailhead parking area and adding a one-mile 
connector trail would significantly improve ac-
cess.

 With a limited budget, the Fremont River 
Ranger District built the new Oak Creek Trail-
head located approximately 18 miles south on 
Highway 12 from the junction with Highway 
24. For those unfamiliar with the area, High-
way 12 is a National Scenic Highway that con-
nects Torrey, UT with Bryce Canyon National 
Park. The district ranger allocated some of his 
limited budget to build a gravel parking area. 
In addition, he improved a short section of the 
Oak Creek Reservoir road that makes the trail-
head easily accessible to trailers and cars. Us-
ing the District’s fire crew, a one-mile connec-
tor trail was cut connecting the new Oak Creek 
Trail Head to the High Ranger Trail.

Without volunteer help, this project would 
not have been possible. On National Trails Day 
2013, BCH volunteers from the Central Utah 
and Canyon Country chapters helped build a 
bridge across Oak Creek. The local Boy Scout 
Troop from Teasdale worked under the super-
vision of Brendan Robins, completing the con-
nector trail for his Eagle Scout Project. In ad-
dition to the organized groups, local volunteers 
from the surrounding small towns of Teasdale 
and Torrey joined forces with the Forest Ser-
vice. Even the Forest Supervisor Allen Rowley 
spent the day working with the volunteers.

I believe the smile on my face sums up this 
story. You have to be willing to ask for what 

Cooperating and Volunteering Pays Off!
By Doug West, UT Southwest Chapter BCH

you think is needed; but when ask-
ing, it helps to have spent the time 
building a cooperative relationship 
with your local public land man-
agers. If you spend the time, you 
too can be the first to ride a good 
Walking Horse across a recently 
completed Forest Service Trail.

Doug West is a member of 

Above:Kurt Robins, District Ranger (left) Supervises Volunteers.
the Southwest Chapter of the 
Backcountry Horsemen of Utah.  
He spends his time riding his 
Walking Horses mostly on Boulder 
Mountain and Southwest Utah.  If 
you want more information about 
Boulder Mountain trails, contact 
him at parasite.ranch@gmail.com.

http://www.trailheadsupply.com
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From the Chairman’s Saddle

By Jim McGarvey, Chairman

Bear Country Containers
SIBBG (CA) approved and 

IGBC certified bear resistant 
aluminum PACK PANNIERS 

Our products are made with 
an all aluminum body and 
all stainless steel hardware 
and corner ends are doubled, 
welded and gusseted for 
greater durability. 

Various models of panniers and gun cases are available. 
See website for details: www.BearCountryContainers.com

Contact us by email at: cowboyup257@ymail.com
Made in Montana

by Jerry Kawasaki

Durable, airline approved 
GUN CASES

Call 406.763.4364
Box 38, Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730

There is a lot going on in BCHA 
Country. We have a new brand! In case 
you didn’t notice it on the front page, 
you might want to take another look. 
In January, the Executive Committee 
(EC) approved Kansas as BCH state or-
ganization. For the first time in our his-
tory, Kansas gives BCHA a contiguous 
state presence from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic. In February, the EC approved 
Florida as a state organization. Florida 
has the third largest horse population in 
the country. Please greet our new mem-
ber states with a “Welcome and Well 
Done!”

Issues continue to grow in pub-
lic lands – from the trail maintenance 
backlog to user conflicts to the loss of 
access by pack and saddle stock us-
ers. Complexity of these issues also 
increases. It is virtually impossible for 
any one volunteer BCHA chair or EC 
member to know everything about all 
of the issues, let alone formulate a re-
sponse or plan of action in a timely and 
accurate fashion. With that in mind, the 
EC approved retaining and expanding 
the services of Randy Rasmussen as 
our Recreation and Public Lands Ad-
visor for one year, with a two-year re-
newal option.  

Randy has over twenty years of 
public lands experience both inside 
and outside the agencies. He brings a 
robust knowledge of the issues facing 
BCHA across the country. Randy’s re-
sponsibilities are to advise the BCHA 
chairman and key committee chairs on 
matters related to wilderness, wildland 
recreation, and trails management and 

planning, and to serve as a liaison with 
advocacy and user groups and agency 
leaders related to those specific disci-
plines. To fund the increased scope of 
the contract with Randy, Jim and Cindy 
McGarvey are making a $40,000 dona-
tion to the BCHA.

Our Public Lands Advisor par-
ticipated in the annual “Hike the Hill” 
week beginning on February 10th.  
Randy, along with Paul Sanford of The 
Wilderness Society and Ben Pender-
grass of the American Horse Council, 
met with and briefed well over a doz-
en staffs of senators and congressmen 
involved with our public lands issues. 
Randy also met with high-level manag-
ers of the Forest Service to discuss the 
GAO Trail Maintenance Backlog Re-
port.  He also met with National Park 
Service managers regarding our ongo-
ing Memorandum of Understanding 
with the agency.

On another front, we have formed 
several ad hoc committees to accom-
plish a large set of ambitious goals in-
cluding new website, e-mail program, 
brand, BCHA videos, estate gifting 

program, five-year strategic plan, and 
online crowdfunding campaign (see 
front page for more information re-
garding the campaign). To insure the 
success of these multiple efforts, we 
have engaged a number of talented 
BCH volunteers and staff to work on 
these projects, including: Mike Mc-
Glenn (WA), Alan Hill (CA), Robbin 
Schindele (ID), Freddy Dunn (UT), 
Ami McBride (CA), Yvette Rollins 
(IN), Jacque Alexander (AR), Dave 
Rich (NV), Ginny Grulke (KY), Edith 
Conyers (KY), Don Saner (WY), Denis 
Serpa (CA), Phil Hufstader (OR), Peg 
Greiwe BCH executive secretary, and 
Randy Rasmussen BCH recreation and 
public lands advisor. Thank you all!

The new website and videos proj-
ects required BCHA to enlist the ser-
vices of outside expertise at the cost of 
approximately $15,000. We were deter-
mined to not use BCHA monies to fund 
these projects. Rather, we looked for 
personal and organizational benefac-
tor within the Back Country Horsemen 
of America. So far, we have reached 
our halfway point with commitments 
and donations from BCH Utah, BCH 
Oregon, BCH Georgia, BCH of North 
Georgia, Nick Martinez (NM), Roy 
Coronet (KY), Chuck Miller (MT), and 
Robbin Schindele (ID).  We will give 
the full listing of donors as they come 
onboard in summer newsletter issue.

Current State and Affiliate Members 
For website expertise we contract-

ed with Velocity Webmasters. Freddy 
Dunn and our website committee are 
working closely with the firm. The 
new website will be up and running 
prior to our national board meeting in 
late April. We will need ongoing vol-
unteers to upload content and maintain 
specialized sections of the site. Please 
consider lending a hand and contact me 
at chairman@backcountyhorse.com

 Robbin Schindele is leading the 
production of the new videos. One vid-
eo will be used for our online crowd-
funding campaign and the second will 
be used on an ongoing basis on our new 
website explaining who we are and 
what we do. BCHA has engaged the 
University of Oregon Communications 
Department to produce the videos un-
der the direction of Robbin Schindele. 
Phil and Casey Hufstader and members 
of the BCH Oregon are assisting with 
site selections and packing in the film 
crews and equipment. The videos will 
also be ready by the national board 
meeting.

While on the topic of the BCHA 
National Board Meeting, let me bring 
up a couple “firsts”. This will be the 
first time our NBM will be held east of 
the Mississippi. It will be in Chattanoo-
ga, TN. Another important first for our 
membership is live streaming portions 
of the NBM for public viewing. We an-
ticipate live streaming approximately 
50% of the meeting. As the agenda is 
not yet formalized, we do not have a 
time schedule. However, you will be 
able to view the Online Crowdfunding 
Kickoff on Friday, April 25th at 4:00 
p.m. PDT/7:00 p.m. EDT. NBM live-
streamed videos will be archived for 
later viewing. Jason Suit of Southern 
Appalachian BCH chapter will be vol-
unteering his expertise to get the live 
streaming up and running. Please visit 
the BCHA website for further details.

Remember that all activities and 
programs tie into achieving our mis-
sion and purpose.

Thank you.
Please contact me anytime with 

your comments or criticisms: chairma
n@backcountryhorse.com

http://www.polecreekranch.com
http://www.bearcountrycontainers.com
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More Tales...BCHA 
Mission Statement

1. To perpetuate the common sense 
use and enjoyment of horses 
in America’s back country and 
wilderness areas.

2.  To work to insure that public lands 
remain open to recreational use.

3. To assist the various government 
and private agencies in their 
maintenance and management of 
said resource.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit 
active participation in the wise and 
sustaining use of the back country 
resource by horsemen and the 
general public commensurate with 
our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the 
formation of new state Back Country 
Horsemen’s organizations.

Index of Sponsors
American Endurance Ride 
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Back Country Store ......................... 11
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Jane Zubia, Gaited Horse Trainer .....5

Kern Valley Veterinary Clinic .............5

Kinsey Horsemanship ........................7

Pole Creek Ranch Bed & Breakfast ..3

Riding Warehouse .............................8
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Check out 
www.BackCountryHorse.com 

for more advertisers!!

BCHA Calendar

2014
Spring - Hike the Hill

April 23-26 BCHA National Board 
Meeting - TN

TBA  BCHA/The Wilderness 
Society Planning Meeting

2015
April 22-25  BCHA National Board 

Meeting - CA

2016
April 20-23 BCHA National Board 

Meeting - NV

The Catch Pen

Tales of the Trails
“You’ll never ride again” were the 

oncologist’s words. In June of 1990 
schoolteacher Chuck Christensen was 
diagnosed with multiple myeloma, bone 
marrow cancer. The back and chest pain 
had been excruciating for months. He 
sometimes suffered so much following 
the subsequent chemo and radiation, he 
would teach while lying on the floor. 
But he couldn’t give up teaching the 
Driggs, ID middle school students he 
loved. That would do him in for sure. 
He felt the same about not being able 
to ride. A charter member of the Eagle 
Rock BCH, Chuck volunteered dur-
ing the summers and brought past and 
present students along with him to clear 
trails.

A canvas corset and clamshell 
body brace enabled him to hold him-
self upright and, with much help from 
loved ones, he slowly gained some of 
the weight, strength, and courage back 
that he had lost. One day in October of 
1990 his wife Sally left their home in 
Alta, WY (a few miles from Driggs). 
Free from Sally’s watchful eyes, Chuck 
made his way to the corral. With much 
effort and the aid of a bucket turned up-
side down, he was able to mount bare-
back his beloved three-year-old mule, 
Teancum. As the tears streamed down 
his face, he began to dream of riding 
one last trail.

Chuck was honored in the fall of 
1990 for his efforts in completing the 
development of the Teton Transfer 
Camp in the Teton Ranger District of 
the Caribou-Targhee National Forest. 
Since the mid 1980’s, the Forest Ser-
vice had plans to make a trail from 
Banff, Alberta to Montezuma Pass, 
Mexico. The Great Western Trail would 
run along the Continental Divide. Why 
not ride the proposed route? Perhaps he 
could help with the undecided parts of 
the trail.

The following months were spent 
studying maps, making phone calls, 
conditioning his horse and mules, as 
well as inviting friends and family to 
accompany him. Many of his loved 
ones thought he’d lost his marbles. He 
should be getting his affairs in order. 
But this wasn’t Chuck’s first dream, 
and he had lived all of the others: whale 
hunting, skydiving, mountain climbing, 
making snow caves at the base of the 
Tetons with students, and building an 
underground house for a few.

In August of 1991, having been 
granted a leave of absence by the 
school board, he departed Victor, ID 
riding up Pole Canyon with his nephew 
Jube. Jube would ride along with him 
to his home in Logan, UT. They had 
only been on the trail a few days when 
Chuck almost lost his mule in a bog. 
This event was closely followed by a 
bout of giardia from bathing in a beaver 
pond. He also experienced an attack 
from a swarm of bees that resulted in 
a stampede.

But he arrived in Salt Lake on Au-
gust 29, 1991 – his 60th birthday. He 
stayed with his sister for a few days 
while he received his scheduled chemo-
therapy and soon was off again.  Many 
friends and relatives would join up with 
Chuck along the way, including Ty Mc-
Cowin, the orthopedic surgeon who 

had made the brace for him. Ty had 
just learned that he, himself, was suf-
fering from Lou Gehrig’s Disease. At 
times though, his equine friends were 
Chuck’s only companions, besides 
“the Lord.” He sometimes hitchhiked 
to town along the way to go to church. 
He was sure his faith would pull him 
through.

Survival was an extreme challenge, 
especially when food and water were 
scarce in the dry regions of Utah and 
Arizona. One mule suffered a twisted 
gut, causing Chuck to question his 
own judgment. Writing in his journal, 
he speculated that he just might have a 
“pigs’ head and a mules’ tail.” Snakes, 
scorpions, and cacti were also constant 
sources of irritation in the south, but he 
persevered reaching the Mexican bor-
der November 18, 1991.  One half of 
the trail was behind him.

There would be three legs on 
Chuck’s trail north From Victor, ID to 
the Canadian border.  Broken ribs end-
ed the first attempt near Leadore, ID in 
1993. The second was aborted near Su-

One Last Trail
By Phebe Pelot, Eagle Rock BCH

Above: Chuck Christensen and Teancum, 1995 (courtesy of Dawn Fullmer).

perior, MT because of injured horses in 
1994. In 1995, accompanied by Eagle 
Rock BCH members Sharon Skenan-
dore and Colleen Shackleford, Chuck 
tackled the Continental Divide for the 
final time. They faced snowdrifts, shale 
slides, and cliffs in search of a potential 
trail on the proposed GWT. Sharon’s 
horse was injured forcing her to drop 
out and Colleen ran out of time.  So 
Chuck crossed the border into Canada 
alone on July 21, 1995.

In June 1996 Chuck retired from 
teaching and received his last chemo-
therapy in December of that year. He 
chose to drink carrot juice as an alterna-
tive, continuing to squeeze every sweet 
moment possible out of life. At the time 
of his passing on Apr, 10, 2005, he was 
learning to convert cooking oil into fuel 
for his diesel Volkswagen Rabbit.  

Chuck’s daughter, LeAnn Bednar, 
has written My Final Ride, the story 
of her father’s journey. I couldn’t put 
it down. It’s a great read. She can be 
contacted at LeAnnBednar.com or by 
phone in Alta, WY at 703-409-9999.

http://www.horseandmulegear.com
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Vern packed into the back country 
for 70 years with LaRene by his side 
for 65 years. Both became like mother 
and father to me because of all the cher-
ished moments we have spent together. 
I have known them for 34 years and 
have ridden with them for about 30 of 
those years.

As a greenhorn, I learned from the 
ground up about riding and packing. We 
started hanging out in the mountains 
around 1988 and the pack trips became 
bigger and longer.  Vern took my green-
horn status away when we went on a 
pack trip for a two-week journey into 
The Frank Church Wilderness in 1990.   

I always felt safe when riding with 
them. For the record we had no “rode-
os.” Our animals always behaved, were 
calm, and in good disposition. Vern 
would also find the safest trails. Vern 
and LaRene showed me the beautiful 
country I would have missed. I saw 
the great mountains and panoramic 
views that only can be seen up close 
on the back of a mule or horse. Among 
the places I visited with them are The 
Frank Church wilderness, Sellway, and 
Palisades area of eastern Idaho.

Sometimes I timed Vern and La 
Rene when they threw their diamond 
hitch knots and the best time was 30 
seconds. Vern would ask me to keep an 
eye on the panniers and tell him if the 

Packing with Vern and LaRene Smith
By Eve Wilson

diamond hitches had slipped to the left 
or right.  Of course they never slipped 
because LaRene packed and weighed 
every pannier meticulously. They al-
ways had the best-looking pack string 
with perfectly formed diamond hitch-
es.  

At day’s end we would put the 
mules in the meadow for their evening 
meal, while LaRene would prepare the 
evening meals. My role was the “stoop 
and fetch” person for these back coun-
try adventures. I sure do miss LaRene’s 

More Tales...

The Catch Pen

Jane Zubia, traveling gaited 
horse instructor and trainer
is looking for more riders to 
help with her knowledge and 
exper� se of gaited horses. 
“Thinking out of the box”, her 
sessions are tailor made to the 
individual needs of both horse 
and rider. You can reach her 
at www.janezubia.com via her 
contact page.

Saturday the 15th was an exception-
ally nice day for February in Vernal, UT, 
and members of the Uintah Basin Back 
Country Horsemen (UBBCH) satisfied 
their spring fever by doing a little clean 
up at Doc’s Beach. Doc’s Beach is a 
popular Bureau of Land Management  
(BLM) recreation area close to Vernal 
on the road going up to Taylor Moun-
tain. It’s a 15-minute drive from town 
and the BLM Vernal District has im-
proved the site by installing a trailhead, 
bathrooms, and improved parking area. 
Many enjoy the site. “Unfortunately, 
being this close to town, people also 
find this a convenient place to dump 
their trash,” said UBBCH President, 
Jody Holmes. “I don’t know why when 
the dump only costs $5.” 

The members enjoyed a morning 
ride before tying up their horses and 
putting on their work gloves to clean 
up trash. In just a short amount of time, 
the volunteers had loaded a refrigera-
tor, kitchen stove, and two recliners, 
besides many more small items. “We 
focused on getting some of the large 
items loaded and gone, since we had 
use of a dump trailer that day,” said 
member Don Connolly.

The Bureau of Land Management 
is currently in the process of designat-
ing trails on public land in and around 
the Uintah Basin, and through the larger 
area of the Vernal BLM District.  One 
of the upcoming areas to be looked at 
is Doc’s Beach. “We know we have a 
lot of recreation use near Doc’s Beach, 
and that can often lead to conflict 
among users, and damage to the land 

UT Uintah Basin Chapter BCH Clean Up

or resources,” said BLM Recreation 
Planner Jason West.  “User groups like 
the Back Country Horsemen doing a 
clean-up project really help all people 
who enjoy recreating at Doc’s Beach.” 
Saturday provided a good example 
of the variety of recreational use. Be-
sides the horseback riders, all terrain 
vehicles (ATV’s), hikers, and shotgun 
shooters were all seen in the area. “If 
everyone would leave the area a little 
better than they found it, we could all 
enjoy it more,” said Connolly.

A larger cleanup of Doc’s Beach is 
planned for September to coincide with 
National Public Lands Day.  For infor-
mation on Doc’s Beach, trails designa-
tion, or recreating on BLM land, con-
tact the BLM at (435) 781-4400.  For 
information on the Uintah Basin Back 
Country Horsemen, call Jody Holmes 
at (435) 790-4928. (Submitted by Judy 
Holmes).

In 2013, Linda Sofia and Jeannie 
Greven spearheaded an effort to apply 
for a grant from the BCHA Education 
Foundation to fund fuel and equine 
feed during our wilderness work proj-
ects. Here is their pitch:

The BCH Pecos Chapter of NM 
has been volunteering for 21 years. 
The Chapter received the Presiden-
tial Volunteer Service Award in 2012 
for its 1,900 volunteer work hours. 
Two Ranger Districts have increas-
ingly relied on the Pecos Chapter 
to help maintain some of their most 
popular trails while agency budgets 
continue to decline. We served our 
secondary clients, Volunteers for 
the Outdoors and the Rocky Moun-
tain Youth Corps, for 16 projects in 
2012, by packing their supplies in 
and out of the back country to facil-
itate their work projects in support 
of the Forest Service and its visi-
tors. While working alongside the 
public and along the trail, we take 
every opportunity to share our mis-
sion, purposes, and activities.

Our volunteer members some-
times need to drive up to 125 miles 
one way to participate in projects. 
The pack-in trips often require 
spending the night on each end of 
the clients’ work projects, some-

NM Pecos Chapter Updates
times necessitating feeding 12-15 
equines. In these difficult economic 
times our members are challenged 
by rising fuel and feed prices that 
make it hard for some to be able 
to continue, even though they pas-
sionately love this volunteer work. 
Supplementing these costs will en-
able our members to continue to 
support the numbers of projects we 
accomplish for our clients.

We got the grant!
In 2013, the Pecos Chapter’s 54 

active members volunteered 2,798.5 
hours in meetings, educational out-
reach, training and trail work and we 
drove 13,328 miles. If we look at only 
our trail work, first aid, cross-cut saw 
certification and GPS training, we tal-
lied 1,975.5 hours! With the help of the 
BCHA Education Foundation money 
and some unexpected (but really wel-
come) additional monies from the 
Rocky Mountain Youth Corps, we were 
able to offer reimbursement to our driv-
ers at 27 cents (whoo hoo!) per mile.

We are keeping our fingers crossed 
for enough snow pack and spring and 
summer precipitation to keep us on the 
trail the whole 2014 season because our 
project list is already pretty long! (Sub-
mitted by Patty Wilber).

steaks, fried spuds, berry pies, and 
salmon patties! Both Vern and LaRene 
had a great sense of humor. I also en-
joyed their tales and jokes while sitting 
by the campfires.

Vern would always quote from his 
friend Joe Back, “When you are at the 
end of your rope…tie a knot.” Well, 
Vern is at the end of his rope and the 
knot is perfectly formed tied. 

THANKS FOR THE MEMO-
RIES.

Compete. Have fun. (Or both.)

Try Endurance!
25-50-100 mile rides on beautiful trails
All equine breeds • Mileage awards programs

Interested? Call for free info packet

American Endurance Ride Conference
www.aerc.org • 866-271-2372

www.wildragsbylois.com 
Wild Rags in large sizes with a rolled 

machine-stitched hem to last–
Jacquard, sandwashed silk, solids and 
printed Charmeuse silk with over 200 

colors and prints.
406-252-6767 cell: 406-698-1640

Lois Parmenter • Billings, Montana

http://www.janezubia.com
http://www.aerc.org
http://www.wildragsbylois.com
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The Catch Pen
CA Mother Lode Unit BCH Attend Tindell Safety Clinic

The Catch Pen
The usual MLU campout on the 

third weekend of each month had a lit-
tle different flavor in January 2014. It 
was a safety awareness training clinic 
limited to twelve riders a few folks who 
audited the class. BCHC and the US 
Forest Service have been increasingly 
concerned about accidents on the trail 
involving pack stock and the public’s 
perception of horse and pack stock be-
havior. Both organizations coordinated 
with Jerry Tindell to develop a special 
program to help back country riders 
improve control of their stock, promote 
trail safety, and improve our public im-
age.

The setting was superb on the 
Stovall Ranch in Wilton. We had roomy 
parking to circle the rigs on the stream 
bank with trees for highlining the stock. 
The group was blessed with sunny days 
(temps in the 60s) and cursed with cold 
nights (temps in the 30s). The evening 
potluck around the campfire was chilly 
but generated the usual friendly chatter 
and storytelling under a full moon. 

The first morning featured ground-
work on a lead rope so each rider could 
begin to understand how the animal’s 

feet can be directed and what their 
weight shifts mean for controlling 
them. The afternoon focused on trans-
ferring ground control concepts to the 
saddle, especially one-rein stops. Next 
was a visit to “the track” which was a 
sandy oval just long enough to allow 
a lope. The instructor emphasized that 
trail riders must be prepared to stay 
aboard if their mount is spooked and 
begins to run.

The second morning addressed 
some practical skills like trailer load-
ing, gate opening and closing, and 
how to stand on a rock or stump and 
get your mount to position itself for 
mounting.  Participants were greatly 
impressed with Mr. Tindell’s ability 
to teach the average rider to train even 
spirited mounts. That’s a real treasure 
to take home from a clinic. One frus-
trated rider had been trying for ages to 
get their mount to perform the gate and 
mounting exercises without success. 
The mounting maneuver was perfected 
on the third try and the gate will need 
just a little more practice at home. The 
second afternoon was a field trip into 
the cow pasture with a pack animal in 

tow to demonstrate and practice how to 
keep the pair working together calmly 
with distractions. If not, the pair was 
subjected to lots of circling.

While specific material was sched-
uled for the class content, there was 
plenty of time for individual questions 

and one-on-one help. One individual 
arranged for early morning tutoring be-
fore class on Sunday. The small group 
size and Mr. Tindell’s sharp eye made 
sure everyone got assistance as needed. 
We were all really glad we went. (By 
Lucy Badenhoop and Jerry Heitzler).

The Squaw Butte Chapter of Idaho 
decided it was time to get serious and 
promote BCH to those who do not have 
a plethora of gray hair. 4-H Leader Su-
perintendent Gail Duke welcomed Lin-
da Erickson’s offer to provide a clinic 
October 19th at the Gem Country Race 
Track in Emmett, ID. SBBCH provid-
ed registration assistance and coaches 
at various obstacles for the Halloween 
Trail Clinic. We also set up a booth 
with BCH of Idaho information and 
offered complimentary horse soaps for 
participants. The peppermint soap was 
a favorite of the participants and the 
horses. 

All had lots of learning and some 
serious fun as 30 participants went 
through the obstacles. Experienced 
trail riders and coaches were posi-

ID Squaw Butte Chapter BCH 4-H Halloween Trail Clinic 
tioned throughout the course. Morning 
was for intermediate and advanced rid-
ers and afternoon for beginners. These 
obstacles were awesome and helped to 
build confidence in the rider and the 
horse. Games included a costume con-
test, trick-or-treating on horseback, and 
even horse bobbing for apples. 

Kudos go to SBBCH members Phil 
and Kay Ryan, Charles and Lorraine 
Chick, Bill Holt, Janine Townsend, 
Rob Adams, and yours truly for vol-
unteering that day, Yes, we made a dif-
ference. We are receiving handwritten 
thank you cards from 4-H members 
who participated.  

Next we are volunteering to help 
Gail Duke with a 4-H Trail ride so 
some of the Arena/ Fair horses will 
get a chance to get outside in the back 

The Canyon Country Chapter (Es-
calante) of BCH Utah held their first 
meeting of 2014 on Jan. 10. Old, new, 
and potential members attended the 
combination meeting, party, and pot-
luck. Because she did such a great job 
in 2013, we re-elected President Carol 
Kracht. She called the meeting to order 
and welcomed everyone to another fun 
and interesting year of riding, volun-
teering and socializing. 

A recap of the volunteer work that 
the club did in 2013 is quite impressive. 
Our members contributed a total of over 
500 hours to various projects. Some of 
the projects were cleaning and clear-
ing trash from over 38 miles of trails in 
the Dixie National Forest, packing out 
450 lbs. of rubbish for the Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area in coopera-
tion with the NPS and the BLM, and 
contributing over 150 hours of labor 
to building a yurt at Cowpuncher’s to 

UT Canyon Country Chapter BCH
Recap 2013 & Start 2014

replace an old cabin that burned down. 
In cooperation with the Dixie National 
Forest for National Trails Day in June, 
we assisted with the Oak Creek Spur 
Trail gate installation and bridge con-
struction. In cooperation with the BLM 
and Escalante River Watershed Project 
in July, we packed in supplies for trail 
clearing. It was a very successful and 
satisfying year for our Chapter. And 
that is just the work we did – there 
were also group rides and/or moonlight 
rides almost every month, including a 
big bash on Cinco de Mayo to celebrate 
our first anniversary as a club. 

Now with 2014 underway, new 
projects are being considered, new 
members have joined, and new rides 
are being planned. On Jan. 24, several 
members got together just out of town 
for a little ride. Spring-like weather and 
horses with long winter coats had ev-
eryone warmed up and ready for some 

aprés-ride refreshments. When we re-
turned to the trailers, Crockett Dumas 
(our newest member) and his lovely 
mare Sara Moniet met us. Sara Moniet 

is an outstanding endurance Arabian, 
who has recently been immortalized as 
a Breyer model horse. (Submitted by 
Gwendolyn Zeta).

country. Because we must lead by ex-
ample and the 4-H rule in Gem country 
is helmets, we should have some great 

photos. Promoting BCH to 4-H is a 
logical way to grow our organization. 
See you on the trail. (Submitted by Ma-
rybeth Conger).

Photo by Caarol Kracht. From left to right:  Erica Walz on Boss, Gwendoly 
Zeta on Brick, Marcie Hoffman on Lucky, Tom Mansell on Abby and Cate 
Vining on Rose.   
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The Catch Pen

Your horse is speaking ... 
are you listening?

Tune ups based on 

your Horse’s Behavioral Needs

Clinics & Consulting, 

55 years of Behavioral Diagnostics 

& Training

Kinsey Horsemanship 
126 Docheno Road

Belton, South Carolina 29627
 

(864) 933-6713 (EST) 
info@startemright.com

In 2013 the BCHA Education 
Foundation awarded the San Ra-
fael BCH funds to construct and 
install horse trail gates to improve 
equestrian access into the Gordon 
Creek Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA). Located in central Utah, 
the 14,894-acre WMA is managed 
by the Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources (UDWR) to provide 
habitat for wintering elk and deer. 
Several canyons, two of which 
contain flowing water, cut through 
it. Along with horseback riding the 
area provides many recreational ac-
tivities including wildlife viewing, 
hiking, hunting, and horn hunting.   

UDWR fenced the area to ex-
clude motorized use, but that also 
excluded equestrian use. This area 
is near the two largest cities in Car-
bon County and provides an excel-
lent area for day rides. Gates pro-
vided improved access for hunters 
using horses as well as access to 
several destination landmarks (wa-
terfalls, historic cabins and wildlife 
viewing areas) within the WMA. 

UT San Rafael BCH
Gordon Creek WMA

San Rafael BCH met on 
site twice this fall to install the 
horse gates. The gates were con-
structed in cooperation with the 
UDWR. Two dedicated hunters 
welded the gates for their volun-
teer hours with UDWR. SRBCH 
provided the pipe. The chapter 
met to dig the postholes and ce-
ment in the gates.  Everything 
went well and there are presently 
two horse gates in the fence along 
the Consumers Road. In Novem-
ber the San Rafael Chapter held 
a ride into the area to celebrate 
the completion of the gates and 
to view the new area available 
for equestrian use. If you plan to 
visit, note that the area is closed 
between December 1 and April 
15 for the protection of winter-
ing elk and deer.  (Submitted by 
Wayne Ludlington)

Horse going through the gate. Rider is a BLM temporary worker.

On Jan. 27, five members 
of the Northeast Chapter BCH 
Washington volunteered four 
pack mules and labor to load and 
pack out discarded camping gear, 
clothes, countermand and junk lo-

WA Northeast Chapter BCH Clean Up

cated along the Spokane River 
below the Centennial Tail near 
Kendall Yards Development in 
Spokane, WA. The work was 
with and for Code Enforcement 
and the Park Department.  Since 

the stuff we were hauling was from 
a rather large hobo camp, the city 
crews had bagged most of the stuff 
into 80 pound feed sacks donated 
by Justin Bag Company. The rest 
was put into garbage bags. This 
job started about 10:00 a.m. and 
stopped at dusk about 4:00 p.m.

As a guess, I would say we 
loaded and hauled about 1,500 
pounds of bagged garbage up a 
very steep riverbank trail four-
mule loads at a time. This equals 
tired mules and men. Does this 
help keep trails open in the back 
country?  No. What it does do is 
show the world around us that we 
and our animals are a resource that 
is valuable to all trail users even 
for the Centennial Trail that we 
cannot take our horses and mules 
on. (Submitted by Bob Williams, 
president NE Chapter).

Judy Hansen Nelson, a mem-
ber of BCHU Wasatch Front 
Chapter, wrote an article for 
the Equitrekking 50-State Trail 
Riding Project, which appeared 
online February 26, 2014. Her 
article and photos highlight trail 
riding in Zion National Park in 
southern Utah.  See article at:  
http://www.equitrekking.com/
articles/entry/horseback-riding-
zion-national-park-in-utah-la-
verkin-creek/

BCHU Member Recognized by 
Equitrekking 50-State Trail Riding 
Project

Judy enjoys blogging about 
her trail adventures with husband, 
Bob Nelson, and has been gener-
ous enough to share their experi-
ences online for everyone.  Her 
blog has trail info, photos, and 
maps for many Utah trails and she 
frequently updates this info.  See 
her blog at: http://dreampacker-
trail.blogspot.com/

Way to go, Judy!
(Submitted by Kathy Myers)

http://www.startemright.com
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By Peg Greiwe, Executive Secretary

From the 
Secretary’s Desk

Hello Friends,
Things are really ramping up for 

the National Board Meeting in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee April 23-26. Regis-
trations are coming in, reservations are 
being made, speakers are confirming 
– all the “stuff” that is needed to have 
a successful annual meeting. There will 
be a few new national directors that we 
will get to know and some others that 
will be missed. And we have learned 
how to spell Chattanooga and Chicka-
mauga! Thanks to Joanne and Bobby 
Mitchell and their able team in Tennes-
see for their tireless work to make this 
board meeting one to remember.

By the time you get this article, I 
will have been to Washington, DC with 
my husband for his business. Our Advi-
sor for Public Lands & Recreation Ran-
dy Rasmussen provided me with talk-
ing points. When Dale is meeting with 
the congressmen, I will be able to pass 
on our BCHA issues. If any of you have 
the opportunity to go to DC, feel free to 
contact BCHA for talking points when 
you meet with your congressmen. We 
will be happy to help.

Lots of exciting things are going on 
under Chairman Jim McGarvey’s lead-
ership. We have a new brand! In case 
you didn’t notice it on the front page, 
you might want to take another look. 
The website is being revised with Fred-
dy Dunn’s capable management, Randy 
Rasmussen is getting acquainted with 
Constant Contact to he can guide us in 
our e-blasts, Mike McGlenn and his 
committee are working on a planned 
giving program, Robbin Schindele is 
directing a BCHA video with narrator 
Casey Hufstader and the BCH of Or-
egon providing the stock and support. 
The crowdfunding teams are stretch-
ing their capabilities to come up with a 
great kick-off event at the NBM.

Our wonderful Webmaster Bob 
Badgley has decided to retire from 
BCHA’s website. He has agreed to help 
us get through the learning process 
with the new site. Bob has been with us 
many, many years and has always been 
available when I have called. And he 
filmed the National Board Meetings for 
several years. What a good friend Bob 
has been to BCHA! Thank you, Bob!

We welcome the Back Country 
Horsemen of Kansas and the Back 
Country Horsemen of Florida as new 
state organizations of Back Coun-
try Horsemen of America! They have 
been granted conditional acceptance by 
the Executive Committee and will re-
ceive formal acceptance at the National 
Board Meeting.

We are looking for spring! The 
daffodils are trying to bloom and the 
trees are spouting leaves! I hope that 
the weather in your area improves and 
lets spring come in after such a tough 
winter.

Your friend, Peg

Early into my work with BCHA, the 
strong service ethic shared by BCH vol-
unteers and their ability to form lasting 
partnerships became abundantly clear. 
I’m honored to work with, and build 
on the work of, BCHA’s founders and 
long-time members who have gained 
the respect and admiration of our peer 
trail organizations, agency partners and 
elected officials. On many occasions I 
have entered a meeting with strangers, 
yet garnered instant respect once I an-
nounced that I represented BCHA. “Oh, 
you are the ones that keep the trails 
open,” or “BCH brought in supplies 
deep into the wilderness for our work 
crew!” Your work serves as a corner-
stone to one of BCHA’s Five Principles 
to “perpetuate the common sense use 
and enjoyment of horses in America’s 
back country and wilderness.” BCHA’s 
members’ voices in agency decisions 
affect our use and enjoyment of our 
national parks, forests, and our nation’s 
unique system of public lands.

BCH volunteers’ positive rela-
tions forged through years of dedica-
tion and sweat equity served you well 
at Yellowstone National Park (YNP). 
Last spring, BCHA issued an e-mail 
action alert encouraging members to 
submit comments on an environmen-
tal review of YNP’s contracts for com-
mercial stock outfitters. We anticipated 
BCH members would profess their 
love and admiration for exploring the 
nation’s–and the world’s–first national 
park by horseback. You exceeded our 
expectations. BCH members submitted 
the majority (54%) of 156 public com-
ment letters received by the park from 
individual citizens. According to the 
park’s November 2013 Environmental 
Assessment (EA), “The predominant 
comment themes were the significant 
role of [recreational] stock use in visi-
tor enjoyment and accessibility, stock 

Good News from Yellowstone 
National Park
By Randy Rasmussen, Advisor for Public Lands and Recreation

use as a traditional part of the park’s 
history, and opposition to restrictions or 
limits on day rides or backcountry use” 
(EA, p. 10). Make no mistake, Yellow-
stone personnel were well aware of the 
importance of the park to private and 
commercial stock users.

The park’s EA pointed out, “…
stock historically facilitated access to 
Yellowstone’s remote backcountry” 
(EA, p. 4) and “commercial stock out-
fitters provide a service many visitors 
use while visiting the park and one that 
is often recognized as part of the Yel-
lowstone experience” (EA, p. 71). At 
a time when we are witnessing other 
iconic national parks propose restric-
tions on commercial and private stock 
use, we must take this opportunity to 
praise Yellowstone’s superintendent 
and staff for rendering a decision that 
will not unduly restrict commercial 
outfitter use in the park’s backcountry 
and wilderness. Indeed, it appears one 
of the objectives for completing the en-
vironmental review was to ensure the 
agency’s ability to issue new outfitter 
contracts with minimal risk of legal 
challenge. 

Long-standing relations and mutual 
respect among park staff, the outfitter 
community, and BCH officers in Wy-
oming, Montana, and Idaho created a 
positive atmosphere in which the NPS 
sought not to restrict use of recreation-
al stock–but to secure its future within 
Yellowstone National Park. We should 
celebrate a NPS that is proactive, inclu-
sive, and carries a desire to “perpetuate 
the common sense use and enjoyment 
of horses in America’s back country 
and wilderness.” And we should take 
heart knowing that the good will and 
respect earned by BCH founders and 
current officers created the foundation 
for this success.

BCHA is in the process of look-
ing into getting general liability insur-
ance on a national level. For states with 
smaller membership, one of their big-
gest expenses is sending national di-
rectors to the National Board Meeting, 
so an additional expense of insurance 
could be daunting. Generally, states 
with smaller memberships tend to get 
event insurance when using public ven-
ues such a county or city fairgrounds as 
regulations require insurance in order 
to use those types of facilities.  

The general liability insurance 
BCHA is researching is 3rd party, 
which means the insurance does not 
cover BCHA members. What it covers 
are members of the public if they are 
injured or hurt at a BCHA function or 
work ride at the national, state, or lo-
cal chapter level. National organization 
insurance eliminates the need for state 

National Insurance – The 
Time Has Come
By Nick Martinez, BCHA Vice Chair 

and local chapters to obtain insurance 
for all functions, rendezvous, or work 
rides. In the long run this type of insur-
ance would be more cost effective and 
advantageous to states with smaller 
membership. At this time the prelimi-
nary estimate of the cost for this insur-
ance would be $12 - $15 per member, 
based on our national membership. 

Last year in New Mexico, the state 
board paid approximately $2,500 for 
general labiality and directors and of-
ficers insurance. The breakdown was 
$1,550 for general liability and $950 
for directors and officers. Our mem-
bers did not object to the small, small 
increase in dues. We are interested in 
hearing your opinions and feedback 
about this type of insurance. I ask that 
you will take time to comment and let 
me know your thoughts, which can be 
sent to me at ennicolas@earthlink.net.

BCHA Newsletter 
Media Kit 
Our BCHA newsletter is read by passionate 
trail riders, saddle and pack stock owners, 
avid back country packers and others who 
have an investment in saddle and pack 
stock. We serve over 14,300 members na-
tionwide who belong to 180 active chapters/
units and affiliates in 26 states. 
Visit www.backcountryhorse.com for more 
information on BCHA.

Display Sponsorship Rates
Newsletter Ad Size Single Issue

One column wide (W x H)
2.5 inches x 2.5 inches ........................... $55
2.5 inches x 5 inches .............................. $95
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5 inches x 10 inches ............................. $235
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sues (one year). All prices are for black and 
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space to any person or company. All ads must be 
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issue package must be paid at time of first inser-
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pixels per inch at the actual size used in the 
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Note: For questions or graphic design and 
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Schatz at (406) 892-0200 or 
deborah.bcha@gmail.com.
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Contact Us for a FREE Catalog and Dealer List 

1-888-467-2256 
www.OutfittersSupply.com 
7373 US Highway 2 East, Columbia Falls, MT 59912

• Easy to use, economical panniers are ideal for packing average-sized loads
 • Contoured sides fit properly on horse or mule without pressure points
 • Meets all USFS & IGBC requirements for bear-resistant storage containers
• All rigging straps and top pack attachment dees included for use on a
   Decker or Sawbuck pack saddle

Highline Kits, Swivels, Tree 
Savers, Picket Kits, Picket 
Pins, Portable Electric Fence 
Kits and TrailMax Hobbles.
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TrailMAX™  
Saddle Panniers
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TrailMAX™ Saddlebags

Also available: Cooler Inserts for our Original Saddlebags, Junior Saddlebags and Original Pommel Bags!

TrailMAX™ Bear Proof Pack Panniers 

Built for a lifetime of hard use; handcrafted in Montana 
of Hermann Oak Old World Harness leather with rolled 
breeching and breastcollar, and stainless steel arches. 
Two Decker tree styles, two half-breed styles and 
Sawbuck pack saddles available.

Outfitters Supply Pack Saddles

TrailMAX™ Scabbards

Outfitters Supply has become the leader in equestrian saddlebag 
design and manufacturing. Why? Because we have used, 
repaired and sold saddlebags for 
over 25 years. We designed our 
saddlebags to ensure that they (1) 
did not shift or slap the horse, (2) 
easily held lightweight gear for a 
multi-day ride and (3) would last 
just as long as our desire to ride down 
the trail. Quality and functionality have 
always been our top priorities.

Premium leather hobbles, scabbards 
and tack, proudly made in the USA

We also carry

2013 Fundraising Report to the Membership

DiamondSpur 
($2,500+)

BCH Central Arizona

Gold Spur 
($1,000-$2,499)

Roy Cornett, KY  
Jerry & Molly Schmeltzer, OR 
Jim & Cindy McGarvey, GA 

RubySpur 
($500-$999)

Carl Dobler, CA 
Dick & Judy Inberg, WY 
Jim & Jan Senneker, MI 
Jeanne Barsanti, GA 
Richard Cochran, CA (In memory of Max & Irene 

Cochran)
Lloyd & Susan Erlandson, CA 
Mark Vorce, WA 
James C. Holly, CA 
Caleb (Casey) Canby, WA 
Shelley  Cochetti, NV 
Wes Segelke, Roundup Riders of the Rockies, CO 
Paul Silvernail, Rattlesnake Ridge Riders BCHWA, WA 
Edith Conyers, KY 
Nick Martinez, NM 
Mike & Chris McGlenn, WA 
Howard Sanders, Shoshone BCH, WY  
Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders’ and Exhibitors’ 

Association, TN 
Anonymous, OR 

Silver Spur
                         ($250-$499)
Jim & Sue Forsman, OR 
Norma Johnson, CA 
Cathy Johnson & Greg Johnston, WA
Georgia Kinninger, NV 
Peggy Link, CO 
Phillip Ryan, ID 
Donald H. Sanders, Jr., MO 
Debora K. Sappenfield, Tahoma Chapter 

BCH, WA 
James Sirmans, TN
Nancy & Bill Sluys, NC
Lynda Sterns, CA 
Ruth Venable, KY 
Trygve & Janet Culp, WA 
Carl Dobler, CA 
Dick & Judy Inberg, WY 
Jim & Jan Senneker, MI 
Jeanne Barsanti, GA
Richard Cochran, CA 
Lloyd & Susan Erlandson, CA 
Mark Vorce, WA 
James C. Holly, CA 
Kern River Valley Unit, CA 
Tidewater Barge Lines, Inc., WA 
Anonymous, OR 

Bronze Spur
($100-$249)

Ken & Phyllis Ausk, MT 
Rick & Judy Babcock, NM 
Jerry & Vicki Badura, NM 
Joanne Lacy & Dale Bamford, WA
Gene & Connie Baugher, WA 
Sue Beall, WA 
Lawrence J. Bell, UT 
Tim Boies, CO 
Dave & Kathy Boron, MN 
Bart Bradshaw, WA 
Keith J. Brighton, MT 
Lonnie & Carol Brown, AZ 
Gene & Sharon Bruce, MT 
Lyle & Gloria Buzzard, IL 
Carl Byington, WA 
Richard Calvert, AZ 

Thank You, Donors
Thanks to you, millions of Americans and visitors to our beautiful country will enjoy safe and accessible trails. Your generous gift in 2013 made a difference to 

everyone who loves the back country and the wilderness. Thanks to you, young people and adults who ride the nation’s scenic and historic trails on the back of a horse 
or mule have access to those trails. Your donation helps ensure a seat at the table when pack and saddle stock trail access is negotiated at the national, state, and lo-
cal levels. Your willingness to help provided grant money for trail projects and youth projects so that urban kids can understand the value and legacy of our national 
treasures. Thank you for all you do and for your belief in the purpose of BCHA. 

Linda J. Clarke CA  
Sandra Coen, WA 
Stephen Colf, CA 
Gary Dalen, MT 
Brenda & Swep Davis, MT 
Diane Van Wesep & Ed De Jong, MI 
Robert Dimond, WA
Lola Drouin, CA 
Ben DuBose, CA
Jim Eichhorn, MT
Bob Brooke & Joy Erickson, WA
Stuart Feen, IL 
Sara Ferguson, KY 
Marianne Finrow, WA 
Esther Fishbaugh, MT 
Tim Sterkel & Martha Folsom, WA 
Tom & Bev Forkner, WA 
Dennis Frick, Two Bar Ranch, MO 
Greg & Kat Gaines, OR 
Beth & Allan Glaesser, KY 
Darrell Gunnells, WA 
Rich & Louise Guthrie, WA 
Cathie Joughin & Richard L. Halle, CA
CarolJo Hargreaves, Mid Valley Unit, BCHC, CA 
Susie L. Harms, OR 
Carolyn Kay Harper, OR 
Dan & Marjorie Harper, MT 
Dean Hartman, WA 
John Hayes, AK 
Charles Haynes, CA
Steve & Debbie Hilbert, OR 
John H. Schoettler & Elaine E. Hill, CA
Matt & Becky Hope, OR 
Jerry & Anne Husted, KY 
Cliff Johnson, CO
Joe & Marilyn Kahl, IN 
Dorothy Kehres, WA
Dennis Keller, Consulting Civil Engineer, Inc., CA 
Steve & Bonnie Kelly, NM 
Margy Kjerstad, SD 
Larry Nishma Knapp, Yosemite Trails Pack 

Station Inc., CA 
Bonnie Kreitler, CT 
Tom Langsfeld, Alpine Ready Mix Inc., CA 
Ben & Patti Laubscher, Hayes Canyon 

Campground, IL
Lori & Fred Lennox, WA 
Bill Maloit, MT 
Kathleen Masterson, WA
Michael McCauley, AR 
Mike & Susan McClelland, TN
Ed & Jackie Mcclure, WA 
Robin McDonald, Avila Sign & Design, CA 
Rick & Judith McLean, NC
Bobbi Meana, IL 
Tom & Catherine Mix, WA 
Wayne & Donna Muncrief, NM 
Lynn & Jatana Norris, SC
Dwight & Eloise Opp, WA 
Spencer & Pam Packer, UT 
Donna Patterson, South Carolina Horsemen’s 

Council, SC
Joseph Paulick, UT 
John  & Sue Pearson, MT 
Henry Piassoli, CO 
Mary Kay Radcliffe, NV
Joann Reider, WA 
Allison Renck, CA
John Richardson, ETI Corral 22, CA 
Scott Rogers, CA
John Ross, WA 
Jason & Kari Sack, WY 
Kathy Scaramella, CA 
Ronald Silverthorn, AZ 
Arnold & June Silvey, CA 
Jerry & Sherry Smith, CA 
Wendell & Allice Smith, IA 
David R. Smith DVM, WA
Bob Steinmann, MT 
Ned & Carlene Stewart, WA 
Debbie Stewart, WA 
Dick & Sandra Strohkirch, OR 
Wayne Strovers, IA 
Sylvia Tegge, TN 
Tom Thomas, NC
Becky Tietze, UT
Michael Vaughan, CA 
Karen Stevenson & Craig Volosing, WA 
Klaus von Stutterheim, MT 

Suzanne & David Ward, CA 
Jim & Ann Washington, CA 
Jim & Bobbie White, WY 
Tasha L. Whitmore, CA 
Cathy Brett & Nathan Williams, NM
Gene Wood, SC 
Teunis Wyers, WA 
Joy Zipse, WA   
Anne Merwood, WA 
Carol D. Wilcox, WA 
George Beal, SD  
Diane Bennett, Rock Creek Pack Station, Bishop, CA
Eugene Brent, WA 
Victoria & John Capaci, CO 
David & Lil Clary, CA 
Charles Cundy, WY 
Nevin Guderian, MT 
Jackie Hathhorn, MO 
Melanie Headrick, GypsyBlueSunrise LLC, CA
Cris Kantor, WA 

Jim & Pat Kitzhaber, OR 
Chuck & Diana Miller, MT
Jackk Munro, MT 
Lani Olson, SD 
Richard & Sharon Renfro, MT 
Barbara & John Riley, CA 
Vicki Rinehart, NV 
Ann M. Tozier, CA 
Angelo & Joyce Bissell, ID 
Emmet & Faye Brophy, CA 
Robin Cederlof, CA 
Bob Crowl, GA 
Freddy & Larry Dunn, UT 
Jim & Gayle Higgs, AZ 
Keith Lambrecht, Treasure Valley BCH, ID 
Ann & Detlev Lange, CA 
Alice Lybek, WI 
Bob Magee, CA 

[continued on page 10]

http://www.outfitterssupply.com


10 www.backcountryhorse.com Back Country Horsemen of America

Chairman
Jim McGarvey
2408 Owens Gin Rd
Calhoun Ga 30701
706-669-1015
chairman@
backcountryhorse.com
Vice Chair
Nick Martinez
1523 Taos St, D
Santa Fe NM 87505  
(505) 316-1899 
ennicolas@earthlink.net
Past Chairman
Mike McGlenn
1992 Harmony Rd
Bellingham WA 98226
360-739-2619
FAX 360-966-2263
mike@mikemcglenn.com
Treasurer
Donald Saner
PO Box 515
Wilson WY 83014   
307-733-1356  
Sanerent@centurylink.net
Acting Executive Director
Jim McGarvey
Executive Secretary 
Peg Greiwe
PO Box 1367
Graham WA 98338 
(888) 893-5161 
Fax: (360) 832-1564 
peg@backcountryhorse.com
Advisor for Public Lands Recreation
Randy Rasmussen
37326 Soap Creek Rd
Corvallis OR 97330
541-602-0713 mobile
quietrecreation@gmail.com
Awards Chair
Rod Parks
64 Clayton Road
Clarkston, WA 99403
(208) 791-3246
rod.d.parks@gmail.com
Education
Pete Kriger
28797 Live Oak Canyon Rd
Redlands CA 92373
909-910-4619    
pkrigerjr@yahoo.com
Education Foundation
Mylon Filkins DVM
Foundation@backcountryhorse.com
Expansion
Freddy Dunn
1485 W 5650 North
St. George UT 84770    
435-862-6181   
freddydunn@gmail.com
Media and Marketing 
Julie Chaney
c/o BCHA - Media
PO Box 1367
Graham WA 98338
media@backcountryhorse.com
303-646-2135   
Public Lands
Wayne Ludington
1311 Haycock Lane
Helper, UT 84526
435-472-8249
publiclands@backcountryhorse.com
Public Liaison and Advocacy Partners
Alan T. Hill
PO Box 492260
Redding CA 96049-2260 
(530) 221-4354
Fax (530) 221-9267 
athill2011@gmail.com
Volunteer Hours Chair 
Larry Zauberis
11374 Highway 550
Durango, CO 81303
(970) 759-5629
lczaub@gmail.com
Web Master
Robert Badgley
web@backcountryhorse.com

BCHA Officers, 
Chairs and Staff Jene Moseley, NM

Alton Parker, WY 
Dan Peterson, CA 
EricRingsby, Rafter Six Ranch, WY 
Al & Myrna Sammons, WY 
Linda G. Smith, WA 
Ray & Sue Sugzda, SD 
Darell & Bonnie Ten Broek, Ten Broek RV Park & 

Cabins, WY 
Dorothy Twellman, CO
Wendy Walter, WY 
Kathleen & Richard Webb, UT 
Russell & Darlene Wright, East Valley BCH, NM
Dennis & Liz Dailey, WY 
Northwest Trail Riders, CA 
Qwest, WA
Parker-Elizabeth Riding Club, Inc., CO
Three Rivers BCH, NM
Tijuana River Valley Equestrian Association, CA 
Anonymous, CA
Anonymous, ID
Anonymous, NC 
Anonymous, OH
Anonymous, UT 
Anonymous, VA
Anonymous (4), WA
  

Copper Spur
($50-$99)

Michael & Jan Abbott, MT
Ann M. Adkins, IA
Randy Alfieri, CA
Barb Apple, WA
Linda Klause & Tony Baeten, WY
Brian Ballard, WY
Sheryl Ann Barbour, WA
Linda Barlau, CO
Steve Barrette, WI
Bill & Cheryl Bartlett, WY
Joe & Pam Bates, OR
Dan & Nancy Bates,, MT
Mike & Debbie Beard TN
Randy & Lynne Benton, WA
Scott & Carol Billstrand, CO
Jim & Ramona Bishop, OR
Bill & Cheryl Blackorby, IL
Terry Boe, CA
Judson & Helen Box, FL
Delmer Boysen, WA
Bob A. Bradley, CA
Al Brock, NE
Pat Buls, NM
Kathy Burleson, CA
Linda Carr, ID
Casey & Susan Case, CA
Marydale Casey, Mi
Robert & Sandra Chapin, CO
Joe Childers, WY
Lynette Christensen, CA
Sherry Copeland, MO
Todd & Jessica Cothern, NC
Grady & Bernice Crew, SD
Joyce Davis, NM
Nancy Deisch, AR
Tom Dimmick, CA
Barbara A. Dixon, CA
Pat Dolan, WA
Rebecca Draney, NV
Cora Dubose, TX
Jane Elmore, CA
Judith Etheridge, CA
Walt & Gail Farrar, WA
Pam Farrell, UT
Dayle Faulkner, GA
Peter Fennelly, MT
Lawrence Flournoy, ID
Rob J. Foley, CA
Joseph Ulloa & Anne Fomon, CA
Bruce Foreman, WA
Bob Pettit & Raylene Frantz, CA
Holly Gallion, KY
Marianne Gerssing, CA
Gina Giffin, UT
Denise Gillespie, CA
Margaret Greubel, CA
Sheri Griffith, UT
Morey & Ken Grosse, WA
Ronald Hales, UT
Peter Hammett,, WA
Barbara Harkins, CA
Adrienne Hassberger, MI
Tom & Janis Higgs, CA
Bob & Laurie Hill, CO
Alan T. Hill, CA
Donna Holloway, GA
Judith & Bob Hoyle, WA
Phil & Laurie Hufstader, OR

Dr. Ken Humber, GA
Wayne Hutcheson, TN
Catherine James, GA
Larry & Cathy Jeffers, TN
Kelly Moore & John Ketcham, CA
Scotte C. & William Kilby, WA
Nancy Koski, WA
Galen & Norma Kossler, ID
Kathy Larue, MO
Gayle Leland, CA
Jayne Lesley, CA
Ed & Teri Letcher, WA
Linda Long, FL
Elaine Macdonald, CA
Scott Maddy, CA
Russell & Tammie Martin, MO
Edward & Kathryn Matthews, CA
Joan Mattman, CA
J. Carey & Nancy Mchugh, TN
Arwin Mcreynolds, NM
Kim Meyer, CO
Pam Miller, CA
Bonnie Morgan, MT
Jim Murphy, WA
Lynne Noll, MI
Kirk Oman, UT
Dale & Connie Pace, CO
Carl Pace, WY
Rod & Karen Parks, WA
Leta Parrish, WA
Barbara Partington, MN
Laurel Peters, CO
Earl & Karen Philips, MT
Pam Phillips, KY
Kris Phillips, WA
Dan Plummer, WA
Darrel & Carole Polasek, CA
Richard Preputin, MT
Alynne Prins, WA
Linda Rae, WA
Randy Rasmussen, OR
Renee’ Rivard, MI
Yvette & David Rollins, IN
Pamela & Arleigh Ronning, CA
Sheila Ryan, CA
Don & Karen Saner, WY
Janice Scandrett, NV
Jean Schilling, CO
Nick Schlessman, CO
Brad & Sabine Shurter, NM
Carol Sobotka, ID
Gary A & Barbara L Sterner, WA
Richard Stout, MO
Jean Strouf, CA
Linda Studer, CA
Penny Tanner, WA
Kim Todd, TN
Vicki & Dave Troutman, OR
Ron & Cris Usher, OR
Sandra Van Voorhis, CA
Jeffry Voorhees, CA
Marlene & Terry Wade, WA
Marlene Wade, WA
Clarence & Dolores Wager, CA
Judith Walker, ID
Michael Welling, WA
Benay & Kevin Wenger, WA
Harold & Beverly Westman, CA
John & Karen White, IL
Nancy Wiest, WA
Linda T Williams, FL
Jessica Williams, WA
Phil Wimer, ID
Becky Wolf, OR
Lynne Wurzer, WA
Lynn Wyman, CA
Gloria Sferra, WA
Melinda & David Nichols, AL
Marie Schacher, WA
Linda Lacy, NC
Sue & Bob Padelford, ID
Mark & Nancy Chase, MT
Michael & Jan Abbott, MT
Ann M. Adkins, IA
Randy Alfieri, CA
Barb Apple, WA
Linda Klause & Tony Baeten, WY
Brian Ballard, WY
Sheryl Ann Barbour, WA
Linda Barlau, CO
Steve Barrette, WI
Bill & Cheryl Bartlett, WY
Joe & Pam Bates, OR
Anonymous (2), AZ
Anonymous (4), CA
Anonymous (6), WA
Anonymous (3), MT
Anonymous (2), ID
Anonymous (2), GA

Spur
(up to $49)

Pam Chaffee
Pat Ethridge
Jeannie Walford
Del Bauernfeind
Priscilla Kirkpatrick
Arleen Mackinnon
Sally Coates
Bonnie Cogdill
Carol Dilley
Lana Jones
Reta Murray
John & Barbara Mutter
Rose Wahlund
Chet Adamick
Bernie Agrons
Robert Allen Aiken
Ron Allen
Jim Allen
Nancy Anderson
Olivia A. Anderson
Wendy Anderson
Dan & Betty Applebaker
Andy Assereto
Ted & Sharon Bailey
Sandi Baker
Clarice E. Barnett
Chris Barnett
Pat & Ellen Bartlett
Patricia Bauernfeind
Kay Bechel
Lori Becks
Marilyn Benton
Bill & Sara Beres
Mac & Debbie Black
Ed Bolitho
Bill Bortisser
Priscilla Bowling
Evelyn Bredeson
John Brewster
Nancy W Brockman
Doug Bull
Sherry Buller
Peter & Inga Buschbaum
Bob Bush
Dick & Linda Butler
Gladys Cain
Mary Calkins
Nancy Camero
Rebecca Cameron
Cindy Capps
John & Janine Carroll
Debra A. & Tom Carter
Tom & Dolly Clement
Bob Clubb
Vicki Corder
Greg & Jinnell Cox
Jan & Jim Craghead
Bob & Sally Crock
Bob Croll
Paul C Daley, Phd
Bob Daniel
Jim & Mary Davis
Gary D. Davis
Marion & Nona Davis
Jacqui Derrick
Josef & Antoinette Dohmen
Tracie Dunn
Jackie Emanuel
Ken & Pam Evans
Ellie Hamman & Randy Fadely
Suzanne Farris
Ginny Fay
Jerry & Ann Fenstermaker
Ted Fischer
Harold Fisher
Alan William Fry
Lucy Gill
Bill Gladwin
Robert Goggins
Dale Kelley & Peg Greiwe
Janice Lewellen Groeger
Sue Hall
Karen Havis
Marty Hilton
Gary/Jan Hoar
Sharon Holmstrom
Anna Holstrom
Paula Holzer
Rod Hubner
Thomas & Karen Isaacs
Carol Jamison
Gary Jensen
Judith Johnson
Chuck & Joy Jones

2013 Fundraising Report to the Membership [continued from page 5]
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Faith Jorgenson
Laura Kelley
Vicki Kent
Roger & Connie Kiblinger
Sheridan King
Keith King
Lee Kirkpatrick
Carol Kiser
Paulette Klein
Laurel Kosar
Mel H. Kreb
Matt & Leigh Kuhn
Michele Labounta
Dana Landale
Candy Larro
Corky Layne
Jeff Leach
John & Paula Lenz
Michelle Levar
Bill & Sarah Lindsay
Bill & Rachel Liss
Christine Lombardi
Bill Lyke
Wayne & Sandy Lyons
Wendy Marks
Carol & Alan Martig
Julie Martin
Pat Martin
Don Martin
Beverly Masteller
Franklin Matthews
Lisa Mcadams
Susan Mccullar
Laura Mcmanus
Patrick & Tami Merriman
Clifford Mesedahl
Robert Meyer
Dan & Cindy Meyer
Marv Meyers
Edgar C. Moody
John Morse
Cheryl Morton
Gary L. Mundy
Dianna Muraski
Clark & Patricia Naylor
Kay & Paul Nessler
Joan Noel
John & Amy Noll
Elanor Moon & Marcy Ott

Joyce Palelek
Clark Palfreyman
Jared & Amy Parker
Lois Parmenter
Bruce & Rona Patterson
Lucy Pearce
Jack Peebles
Pat Pehling
Phebe Pelot
Mike Penfold
Sue Perrin
Tony Peshell
Kris Lenke & Dave Peterson
Alan & Deanna Phister
Barbara Pierson
Jeff & Helen Pline
Kippy Poulson
Linda Prentiss
Terry Randall
Greg Reed
Eric Johnston & Julie Riber
Patti Rickman
Ann C. Robinson
David A. Robinson
Robby & Denise Robinson
Mary Jane Robinson
Joelle Rose
Karen Rossman
Sam Roth
Margaret Runser
Patty Rush
Laura Ryan
Julie & Randy Sabados
Debora Sappenfield
Gene Scrivner
Ellen Selby
Daryl E. Shankles
Angel Shaw
Sam Shennan
Lori Shepard-Johnson
Charles Edward & Sherrie 

Simmons
Larae L. Sizer
Roger & Lynne Sjoberg
Mary Small
Jody Smith
Charlene Smith
Richard & Nancybob Smith
Zoe Sollenberger

Val Southers
Don & Debra Stanley
James A Stansfield, Md
Kathleen Stapleton
Oscar Steinley
Danny Stineback
Dorinda Thompson
Skip & Susan Tillisch
Fred Tobey
Vicki Vacarella
Perry & Susan Vance
Doug Veerkamp
Ron Wahlund
Mary Jo Wallen
Jack Walls
Glenn G. Warriner
Douglas Weaver
Katie & Bill Weld
Kathy & Rob Whitney
Chris Whitney
Stephanie Williams
Dale & Peggy Woodward
Chris & Dennis Worden
Ted Wortman
Ray Wurl
Bob Wylie
Stephanie Yeager
Mike & Monica Zorzi
Laurie Bower
Jay Delamare
Kathie Lewis
G (Shorty) Reed
Jim Reynolds
Marti Butow
Jan Hancock
Connie C. Holbrook
Leroy & Linda Hough
Dan & Beth Lincoln
Carol & Cliff Mason
Paul & Pegi Anderson
Herb & Pat Fick
Patricia Gibbs
Tim Holliday
David & Janet Koepper
Ted Mackinney
Lindsay O Moore
Heather Seibert
Billie Havens
Tony Machado

Thank you to all our donors from 2013
from the Board of Directors 

of the Back Country Horsemen of America
Every effort has been made to make this list as complete and accurate as possible. If 
you have any questions about it, please contact Peg at the national office and every 
effort will be made to correct the records.

Add My Support
Since BCHA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, donations are tax deductible. 
The BCHA National Board has authorized the formation of special categories of 
BCHA membership at the national level. Contributions from these special mem-
bers are designated for education, promotion and expansion according to BCHA 
philosophy and purposes. Projects beyond the normal BCHA budget might in-
clude the development of educational and promotional literature, participation in 
regional or national training symposiums and assistance on behalf of BCH organi-
zational efforts. Membership may be obtained for individuals as well as organiza-
tions and is renewable on an annual basis.

Please check category of membership:
q Platinum Spur $5,000+ q Ruby Spur $500+ q Copper Spur $50+
q Diamond Spur $2500+ q Silver Spur $250+ q Spur $25+
q Gold Spur $1000+ q Bronze Spur $100+ 

Date:_______________________________Amount Enclosed: $ __________________________________

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________

Email  _________________________________________________________________________________

q My check made payable to “BCHA” is enclosed

q Charge my (circle) Visa / MasterCard / Discover / AMEX

Card # ________________________________________________________________________________

Expires_________________________________Security Code ___________________________________

Name on card __________________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________State ______________ Zip  __________________

q Please bill my credit card $____________________ on the 15th / 30th (please circle one) of each month 

for _______________ months.

Mail to: BCHA Special Memberships • PO Box 1367 • Graham, WA 98338-1367

We believe that BCHA may be the 
best-kept secret in America. And we 
also believe that it’s time to let the se-
cret out. As BCHA members, we know 
how our horses and mules are vital to 
maintain, repair, and preserve trail ac-
cess for millions of Americans. We 
know it takes people power, too. Peo-
ple man the chainsaws, crosscut saws, 
and manage the packing in and out. 
BCHA members work to collaborate 
with others, too – the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, National Park Service, the Bureau 
of Land Management, and the other 
trail user groups. We are most effective 
when we meet with folks face-to-face 
and this takes money. Money for travel 
and seed money to help get collabora-
tive projects started.

Many of the other trail user groups 
volunteer, but we all know trail riding 
clubs or trail user groups whose mem-
bers do not volunteer – most of us know 
several clubs. On Friday April 25, at 
the National Board Meeting in Chatta-
nooga, the Back Country Horsemen of 
America will be launching a new ini-
tiative – an online crowdfunding cam-
paign. The power of a crowdfunding 
campaign is that it energizes, inspires 
and invites the power of crowds to sup-
port fundraising and awareness efforts 
through websites, email and social me-
dia.

All of us have repeatedly been on 
trail work crews when trail riders or 
hikers come upon us. We exchange 
pleasantries; they thank us and move 
on.  Now we have an opportunity to 
ask those folks to help with a small 
donation. Through crowdfunding, we 
can also expand our reach to a larger 
pool of potential donors and not limit 
ourselves to trail riders but also hik-
ers, hunting and fishing organizations 
and others. When one thinks about it, 
we can throw a wide net. But for this to 
succeed, our closest circles and mem-
bership must contribute and share. We 
need your help to make this a success.

Here’s how it works. BCHA will 
forward professional, customized 
emails to you and ask that you for-
ward these emails encouraging trail 
club members to donate to continue 
BCHA’s work to keep America’s trails 

open. Individual donors and clubs will 
be directed to a special website located 
at indiegogo.com (check it out!). All 
donations are tax-deductible. During 
our campaign, a visitor to indiegogo.
com will see a video that tells the story 
of our 40-year effort to keep America’s 
trail open and today’s threats to those 
trails. BCH of Oregon member Casey 
Hufstader is the narrator, BCH of Idaho 
member Robbin Schindele is the direc-
tor, and the University of Oregon Me-
dia and Educational Technologies will 
complete the videotaping and editing.

BCHA engaged Jonathon Stalls to 
coach us in our campaign. Jonathon 
successfully coached the Continental 
Divide Trail Coalition in their 2013 
crowdfunding campaign. Jonathon is 
a long distance hiker on our National 
Scenic Trails; he’s completed a walk 
across Scotland; and, he completed 
a yearlong walk across America that 
raised $500,000 for micro lending 
charities in developing countries. Jon-
athon’s love for the trails complements 
BCHA’s beliefs and purposes.

What should you do next? Around 
the middle of April, start visiting our 
website www.backcountryhorse.com 
for more information about the cam-
paign. At the same time, e-mails will 
begin arriving at BCH national directors 
and state organizations with instruc-
tions to forward to their membership. 
Then, mark your calendars for Friday, 
April 25th at 4:00 p.m. PDT/7:00 p.m. 
EDT.

On April 25th, you can watch our 
kickoff and celebrate the launch of the 
campaign through our live streaming 
video at the National Board Meeting in 
Chattanooga. If you are not able to at-
tend the conference in Tennessee, you 
can RSVP for the online event. BCHA 
members and supporters can logon 
from their tablets, desktop computers, 
and smartphones! Invite your friends to 
watch and donate. If you all logon to 
view our live event, our campaign will 
be a featured campaign at indiegogo.
com! With your help and support, we 
will raise the needed funds, increase 
membership, and let others in America 
know why we exist. 

BCHA Keeps America’s Trails Open 
and Accessible
Takes Horsepower and Funding
By Jim McGarvey Chairman

Back Country Store
The Back Country Store has 

apparel, guidebooks, CDs, 
trailer decals, bumper 

stickers, and more. 

Visit us on the 
BCHA web site,

 go to the products section 
for our new Virtual Store.

www.backcountryhorse.com

http://www.backcountryhorse.com
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My First 
Ride

An Essay by 
Jessica Reineccius

I can remember the first Back Country Horseman ride I went on. It was up the St. Joe River 
at a camp called Red Ives. My paint horse was not a seasoned trail horse yet, he was an arena 
horse, mostly used for reining and barrel racing. That year, he had actually taken my mom on a 
few scary attempts at trying to be a mountain goat. She had warned me the whole windy one lane 
dirt road up to camp that he likes to jump logs and ditches unexpectedly and gets dizzy if he stops 
in the middle of the river and usually starts out really hot headed, jigging and side passing until he 
gets tired. So I was a little nervous knowing it wasn’t going to be an easy flat ride and that is was 
also a work party, meaning chainsaws and lots of pack animals, not that I wasn’t experienced, 
but my horse was.

When we arrived at camp, the view was amazing! There were mountains I swore touched the 
sky and a river that had so many switchbacks, it was like everything I had seen in the movies. 
In the morning, the coffee was perfect as usual: hot, black and grainy. Everybody saddled their 
animals and we split in two groups headed up the mountain. My horse was behaving perfect! He 
acted like an old pro, sure-footed, careful and easy going. The trail was beautiful. It was green, 
the deer were everywhere and the weather was a perfect 80 degrees.  

I had one of the jobs of trimming branches that hung low in our faces while on horseback. 
Anytime we dismounted, to saw big down trees off the trail, my horse stood grazing. There were 
a lot of one-foot wide trails with the mountain on one side, and straight down cliff on the other, but 
my paint horse was not scared. He knew where every hoof touched the ground, and I trusted him 
(mostly because I had no other choice).

The trail clearing took most of the day, and when we finally met back up with the other half of 
the club, I was proud of my young horse. Just as it was starting to cool down, only about an hour 
left of riding, we heard some yelling. A team of pack mules, tied together, came flying up behind 
us, passing the whole group, continuing down the mountain. Their owner on foot chasing as fast 
as he could, then a couple men on horseback preceded to help catch the mules. It was actually 
quite comical, but I couldn’t help but be glad it wasn’t me. Nobody was hurt and the team was 
caught once they realized they had separated the group. Camp was a comforting site. Dinner was 
made from everybody’s contributions and I had never tasted such delicious Dutch oven cooking. 
I was hooked.  

The next day was a non-work-party ride to a secluded camp resort only accessible by foot. 
We followed the river, crossing a dozen times to end up at a field full of flowers two feet tall. This 
just put the icing on the cake. Of all the rides I have been on since, I always compare them to 
Red Ives. It is by far my favorite and most memorable and I hope to make it again this year. The 
Panhandle Back Country Horsemen is an amazing group of good people doing great things all 
while bonding with their horses. I’m so happy to be a member of an organization that’s so driven 
and fun to be around and I am excited for 2014!                                                               12/28/2013

http://www.rebeccafarm.org

